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Abstract

As a product combining live-streaming technology and blind box economics, live-streamed blind
unboxing, with its core characteristics of unknownness, interactivity, and ritualization, provides
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consumers with a unique “unboxing thrill”. From the perspective of Marx’s labor theory of value,
this thrill encroaches upon the commodity’s use-value. This encroachment manifests as: the fading
into obscurity of use-value; the unboxing thrill becoming the core focus of consumption; and the
abnormal binding of exchange-value to the unboxing thrill. Simultaneously, capital integrates this
unboxing thrill into the circuit of valorization by manufacturing “unknown traps” and intensifying
the ritualistic nature of unboxing. This process leads to problems such as the alienation of consumer
demand and resource wastage. Consequently, it is imperative to mobilize coordinated efforts from
multiple societal forces to regulate the market order of live-streamed blind unboxing.
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