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Abstract
Against the backdrop of rapid development of the platform economy, e-commerce platforms have
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reconstructed the labor process through data-driven and algorithmic means, giving rise to a new
form of exploitation centered around “virtual labor”. This article is based on Marx’s labor theory of
value, revealing the value creation mechanism and exploitative nature of virtual labor such as user
behavior data production, content creation, and emotional interaction on e-commerce platforms.
The rapid development of the e-commerce era has quietly changed the way capital operates and
forms of exploitation, presenting new characteristics of concealment and complexity. Marx’s labor
theory of value, as a classic theory for analyzing the essence of capitalist economyj, still has persua-
sive power for analyzing the exploitation of virtual labor in the e-commerce era. This article uses
Marx's labor theory of value to explore the capital logic of e-commerce platforms. By elaborating on
the relationship between labor theory of value and digital labor, it reveals the new characteristics
of the exploitation of virtual labor by e-commerce platform capital in terms of data value creation,
commodity form, and digital labor possession. This helps to deeply understand the economic rela-
tions and social contradictions behind the digital economy, provides theoretical basis for under-
standing contemporary economic relations, and provides ideas for promoting the healthy develop-
ment of the digital economy.
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