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Abstract

In the new media era, the network economy has emerged as a powerful force, exerting a profound
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influence on economic development while also harboring deep-seated contradictions. This paper
argues that the digital economy is far from a technologically neutral utopia. Its organizational struc-
ture centered on platform monopolies and its operational logic driven by data extraction are sys-
tematically reshaping labor forms. Riders in the gig economy are trapped by algorithms, data work-
ers’ unpaid labor is subject to invisible exploitation, content creators are commodifying themselves,
and the entertainment labor of the “playworker” group is being capitalized. These phenomena all
reveal the alienated nature of new forms of labor such as digital labor and emotional labor. This al-
ienation exhibits three deepening characteristics: the separation of control over labor products from
workers, the erosion of labor autonomy by algorithmic discipline, and the dissolution of subject iden-
tity through boundary-less labor. Its root cause lies in capital restructuring production relations
through platform expansion and technological alienation. Research indicates that the hidden and
complex exploitation mechanisms in the digital economy are, in essence, the continuation and up-
grading of capitalist production relations in the digital age. To address alienation, it is essential to
adopt a Marxist critical perspective, exploring paths of synthesis and negation in data rights, algo-
rithmic regulation, and labor rights protection, to ensure that technological dividends truly contrib-
ute to the comprehensive development of humanity.
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