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Abstract

As an advanced form of price discrimination, Price discrimination through big data (PDBD), which
brings considerable impact on consumer behaviour, market competition order and macroeconom-
ics. As it may infringe on the rights and interests of consumers and seriously affect the market order,
PDBD deserves to be regulated. However, just from the perspective of economics, the rationale for
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regulating PDBD is actually not sufficient. Therefore, this paper attempts to clarify the ethical basis
for the regulation of PDBD with the help of the ideological resources of deontological ethics, espe-
cially the ethical thoughts of the German philosopher Kant. The paper argues that PDBD can be con-
sidered justified in certain circumstances where there is no infringement of consumer rights, and
that the key lies in whether the implementation of PDBD is based on the principles of fairness, trans-
parency and non-discrimination, as well as whether it respects the rights and choices of consumers.
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