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Abstract

Against the backdrop of global climate change and heightened awareness of sustainable develop-
ment, the ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) concept has become a core evaluation frame-
work for high-quality corporate development. Simultaneously, digital transformation has emerged
as an inevitable choice for enterprises to adapt to the new normal and achieve innovation-driven
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growth. In this context, studying the relationship between corporate digital transformation and ESG
performance is of significant practical importance. This paper utilizes data from China’s A-share
listed companies from 2013 to 2023, employing fixed-effects models and mediation effect models
to examine the relationship between digital transformation and ESG performance, as well as to test
the mediating effect of total factor productivity. The study concludes that a higher degree of corpo-
rate digital transformation is associated with better ESG performance, indicating a significant posi-
tive correlation between the two. Furthermore, digital transformation enhances ESG performance
by improving total factor productivity. The impact of digital transformation on ESG performance is
more pronounced in high-tech enterprises and companies located in the central and eastern re-
gions of China.
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1. 315

TEABRAE AR IR . AT RS R R LA W IR 5 N, M8E. 42 5IREESG)HE TN
Ml m R ER B OHER R, REERNEMFE ZREFE, B “X” Hismoksh, [EREEHE
204 ESG RIEAMNTEW;, 2022 FE SR EEZ M T (A Risik bl AFmE TIETER) , AE
oA BSG 15 B EENLE]: IS FRIRHE ESG Mok i A T VA BN B, B /1% AR hii el g
EAREE R . BV IERR A EIB R BRE TR RROCHS) 1), IR CHeT i [ g B s J Bl )
2, F) 2025 4F, BFAFZOPIINE 5 GDP B EFIHRTTE 10%, b ee R R AbiE N
WA IBREH RS ik .

YT, A B A 3 T BR BSG R I R BAVEWT AP AE EEE IS S, BUOr HR A Ak TR U B
PRTFREVE AR . AL RS IR S A%, Ak ESG SEEk T LA AR 1 . B BUR RIS & R R e
B ERLA) ) B 2023 4 (O% TR il S mt o B B U R AR R AR R L) B K B B EE R
PSR AT R R CTEERIRTHAT BRI 18T DLEC AT Bt s il b se R i 28, 2022
E, fEFEETAFRE, BSG PR A UL AL &5 HIE 37%, it 60% 0 &l e R S
PR AR R ST, AT — 2 1AL FTE AR SR R

FEABRIL A A REEE R R 5 AP AR E T 5 R, B A A AU R R TH 8 8 3R
4170 00 = NS S £ iy L ) T o | A o A OISR 2 RS B b TE 0 Pt R W e o F i b e Y WG U I R
AV AE [ 2 5 Sk 5 A 2 A E L 1 K R B AT 7 AR SCIE T AR B A Y, B AE R0 B = A B AR T
ESG RILMFLMMLE], FFRAE T AER AR (TFP)EH T A ERH, A SR T B RLm i ik g
FEAN G UCE S RIS, DERASBEREE, MR RBLGE N —FmAES, "
Hg i xRl ESG 7K FIEAE, TR RIS e R B 2 A RAEIE . Bh ) L rE B K SR AT R
HSEELZ 5 R S AL S ST T .

2. XEkEEiR
I A R B R T B e A S A B SR T, B2, E 25 5(2024) M SCIR Sk 4 5
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MERIGETT A5 EHEE . ARNABEA B AN I WU TT AT AT R R, XU HECF AL RO AL 55 A1
REEE A R[] BART S, BRSNS RO B (2023) 7% B A b 2507 4 2 280 36 Jo 1 2 Py 4 il K7
R ARG R 5% R A 1 25 A F R AR 3R TH AR B [ 2], 5K R AN 2= SR (2024 )i b A 75 A b 5 2 A L e %
TN ) E A Re IR AN AME, BEERATIHERIN3]: Hik, XAl B B w7t 32 B4R
HAEXS VAR BB I FE IR o AR A ER T 5 220K BL(2024) I\ 9 ALl B0 A e BY IR TR P AN ) BES Al 1)
Hree 216 B2 R s FUE Ok soR A B E = IR S RIS AR Re I AP RN G HT RE ) S5 R HEAE H
[4]: MARNVANERERIZRRE, BRDAREE(2024) MDA D9 #4518 G 1 of N 32 T+ N B A /K P AT A5
BPEE R, WAL SR T S B AN i PR A AR AT (5]

AW Z A ESG X AlH . M E BER MR R RALH], R 55165 (2024) 0 70 K 0 R 4 (1)
ESG RILHET SRV A E . BRACARBERIAS . SR 2RSS HLH, B R d Va8, JCHAEST
HNEERMBARBELERT A E R [6] X T MM E AT FEm, o] Y R 2 [ (2024) A A2 8 i 12
T35 S FE AN BEAR R ARAT U, AN 32 T R ARAT I A AN EL[ 7] (AR AR (2024) BFF 78 I A ML AR ASETE
ESG 5 MV E K 0% 2R 2 [BIAAAE T THE BR8]

WA, S TP BP9 & [ v] BE M) BRI R, R F2(2022) b A b g 6% o A b 7E 4 22 BT
T TR IR[9], BV S5(2023 )itk — 5§ 370 L AR 8 F2 T Ak A 45 il /K AT B T+ ESG R B[ 10],
{EHA RN ZE K 112023 ) 55 /D B 8 W A 3 1 5 ESG R I R 1T BeAAAE AR S it o0 RS T3t
W, R Z AR RIE T ER BT[], XTFRmablh], BRI 2L € (2024) & B ¥ ¥ ik
PR, BRI ESG R P IE A 52 Ml 5 25 [12]. 2R FERNZE TR (2024) il i SLUERF 78 R B, %6t
F A B BT A ESG St WA F I R Re e @i (R it S b R BT RAEVE R, JF H e SR
REGFACFIRT, Hm AR BRI AR RFE[13]

3. Bt 5SMRER
3.1, I BFHERES ESG T

BTG ArJ7 30 Al w] DUEE B e R, 32707 f e, WS B, PR AT A
A, gl R SEitE ESG g (9 RIS B 60 PABTT I, AUy (e ALl B RE A IRES . BRI (o T)MIA
TR BEADMRALA =R, S i ReRe SRR, B SRR 28 A3 7T, I SR URR 2 A5 e LA 3
HE ISR AR TT I, — BT BORTT DO AR S AR 73 S U 2l 55 4k DX st
BROgE ) AL 2 1) YRR T, AU DRI RS DU, RTTEF S SRR AN 2,
BBl R Geie i ESG 15 B PR I AER TEANE WL, 34k A R BERE ) 26 T B3Ry, SRS HI .

H1: R AR AR I i ESG RIL(AEE . Hhex . R =4E).

3.2. EEREFRHPNYE

G AFAE “FEARIR “EITPMEMRAY” SRS RC I, SR ERAE R T . B
R R X — B A P EERIR IR AR A . A (ENIEE . BB SIAT. EBREUE . MR
AMNTAREBAR, RS AT T RA R EEAE I, SEIRHRFITT I /oK . MEE A PR 1B BRI RHR
By XABIRE BRI R E R A PRI O RIE. BT EEEY, K BRI T A
Ak A AR IRE BAXISRANA S . I, BUrHoRITH TSR AT A, SEHL TS Ee T,
PP VAL S T gE A, ARG 1 QU AR S . AR A A T KR ER M, MU
WPERN T #RAE, fEA5  AREE D, Wi SR FEINER, TURMTIHIHER, BRI E RS 2B KR,
BHETR T 2R AR g K. MESHERINMAER, SERETRAGME M HNTSES.
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ERAMBBE . PR BRI A A3 ) — MRS S i Sedt B BUKHE. QFT e
A BHRRC BRI M B A, ki R T HIE 124V AE BSG 751 & v 2 1]
SEHATHRSE . XM EERE WS A N EARAIRL BT A . TEARE AL BE A E BRI ESG 174, MTTTE
AN IR SRS, 3 BRI L ESG KB, TSR B H2.

H2: B FAERAEME RS ESG MR R iR EH A 1E .

4. ARG
4.1. BHEKIE

AW TR HEE Sy 2013~2023 R E A B BT A R EGE . ARSI R, REEEEAT T IR A
RAF N GRATILAF], LA ST FI*ST A mIFEARSEAEE, HIBREREM R HE, T4 AR, KAt
7331 29,508 AN MMIAE - AHHF 7T T FH ) ESG #4042k B 4RIE ESG VP A &, HAREHR K B 1H 2 50
AW Statal 7.0 BAFEATEIE G047

42. TEEX

RS B RARZ (DT)

Z25 RARFEQO2 D) MM FT, Aol 38 e 4 JEEAR 7 11 A H R e AF 5 3 A P P A B AR R il <5 5%
SEAE 21410 ARECEEH — oA B R IR AR AT B A, VRS R PRI “ B . AT
BRE”  CIXHREERIRT  CORBIRBOR” S SECTCE RS, XN 18 8 SR B e R

WA /. ESG FRII(ESG)

AR FUARYE AL BSG Wk &% B AR IR 4LEH, % C. CC. CCC. B. BB. BBB. A. AA.
AAA HAKE] S5 HIRAE 1~9.

AR REEER A7 F(TFP_LP)

SHGRRANEEREQO12)MH T, (FH LP k7 il AR A= R . 1%y kil 5]\ A e
BN &, AR T 1540 OLS Al THH R BEA7E 14 e 2 v 22 RRE AR e 3 A 0% 10 8, WA T B
TR B b R ) ol 7 2R 7= e R R ) SRR R K [15]

s 1| A

N AT BT AR R R, RATVNSAGEE T 7 &. BARckEl, RATE S
T AFNREEE MRS E SR WA UL . TEME O PTEA, BANER T — RV AR &

ED G K2 (Growth): ZFEAR BT AR S KGN TP i (Lev): B~ iR 4Am
T AT AR KT, BIA RS A T3 = el Al E(TobinQ): #iE AR M E S HEE
FRARZ G, FT VPG 2 7 (R T 3 R AN BEANE s K T Ee(BM): A R IR I E 5 T34 E R B
JBERLEE A BE (Top): ST 55— R ZR 5 M Ll B e i 2, 2 S Bl 1 A ) JI A &5 A4 () BE R B 5 AT 15 Bl (Dwaal):
AT EE RS RN EF SR JhE L F] (Indep): HHRSPMSTEFT L G, B2 A FE B
SR A RO ) B AR AR

ERAR e, FRATAMN S FE 7k St AR &, 30 [ o 42 1) 7 B TR RN AR ] 5 20 o I i) ] 52 802
FH TR HE BT (8] AR AT 500 BT A A B 1 2 W22 DR 2, T A A [ e 20582 T ] 42 ) IS 6 A i B[] A2 AL
S A T E RO AMRRRE . @R FEI TR, BATE A E R B AR A FIRE . BE KRS
DR 20t 2 F) R R . FAARAR B UL 1.
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Table 1. Variable definitions
F1. TEENX

A A BT e A Bk
iR B ESG £ ESG HRAELEIE ESG VT 43 I WAE 1~9
R B H L AR DT ﬁﬂgﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁi&gfﬁﬁﬁi+l
A A S e TFP LP (PR LD V5T 10 A B B e
HUBARIKE  Growth O b D)
Y B Lev R 8 He
I A TobinQ 7 (8 5 e A B B A2 L
W 74 BM T 4102555 T £ 0
W LA o Top! SR L
FATIE L Dual HERKMAEHFE AN, FUHO
B Tndep o IO e P A

43. BEGH
o T Y R 55 ol BSG RIMFE— K T [FIRHERAL ol A B MO e L
i, SHEUREBEEQO0 MR, AR AL AT

ESG,, = B, + B,DT,, + B,Controls, , + Zyear + U+, €))
TFP_LP,, = 8, + BDT,, + B,Controls,, + Y year + u, + &, 2)
ESG,, = B, + DT, + B, TFP_LP,, + B,Controls,, + Y year + 1, + &, (3)

Hep, BRONRIES VTS ESG RICRM BT RE, B Q)RR (3) 9 b/ RS 56 75
Feo Iv ¢ AR 5447, year [AREM BN, p AR E RN, 2 EEFLIRZE T

5. SCIESER SR
5.1. fEidk Mgt

%2 BoR, M ESG #BILESG)A it 45 AN FE 5 ESG W4 14T B~BB 28], #H/MEN 1, Tk
B 8, WEZEN 0.914, HMEy 4.216, BiWIFEAH & Ab 2 [AIFEMEG . Hox THEAT A ml Ve BRI 22 PR AL
K BEA A AV AR ESG RIMAFTEIG K23 8] o MV L BURR FE (DT bR 22 1.434, 518 1.684,
KR E A B BT A FEAT B A B R FE AR A, I R AR o 2 A i 2 R B 22 SR UK LP UK
NS A 4 B R A A ER(TFP_LP)ARHEZE N 1.056, REHMLIF KB R A RBHRE K. AT EN
Gt o AR S IUA R R A — 8. S AT B RS W3 2:

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. fEdkttgt

VarName Obs Mean SD Min Median Max
ESG 29508 4.2165 0.914 1.00 4.00 8.00
DT 29508 1.6841 1.434 0.00 1.61 6.31
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TFP_LP 29508 8.4053 1.056 4.67 8.29 13.10
Growth 29508 0.1434 0.377 -2.73 0.09 4.87
Lev 29508 0.4102 0.196 0.01 0.40 1.59
TobinQ 29508 2.0460 1.421 0.64 1.63 31.40
BM 29508 0.6205 0.252 0.03 0.61 1.56
Topl 29508 0.3354 0.148 0.00 0.31 0.90
Dual 29508 0.3103 0.463 0.00 0.00 1.00
Indep 29508 0.3774 0.055 0.14 0.36 0.80

5.2. EFLERFH

AL B TR ESG RILA )3 45 R WA 3. (D] 7 E G A AR E RO, F1(2)FE51(1)
DB ) AN = R ol | - S A LSV DBV S e oRe ol B2 1 N o S TR R ot i e S
M5 ESG RIFAE—EMIEAR KR, TSy A m] DS s R 518k otk 2 ToE AT

BTN EBIG L, (EHE T A ESG #IL, B H1 153530F .

Table 3. Analysis of baseline regression results

72 3. EERIVIAER I

VARIABLES

(D
ESG
0.042"**
(6.54)

4252
(259.41)

(2)
ESG
0.045"**
(7.13)
~0.005
(-0.42)
~0.587"
(-13.02)
~0.002
(-0.32)
0.914™
(7.49)
~0.008
(-0.59)
0.130°
(1.65)
0.223"
(5.60)
3.954"
(59.16)
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g

Observations 29,508 29,508
R-squared 0.011 0.022
Number of id 4425 4425
AR ] R RO YES YES
I i) [ 5 2 2 YES YES

Standard errors in parentheses, *p <0.01, *p<0.05, "p<0.1 (F[F]).

5.3. PR

D2 4 Bl AT RIS B A IR ESG R MRS E5 R, 21(2) 2 H A B3 AR = 5%
A AR A S, o B AL R B N IR B R A 0.063, 7E 1% 11 /K2 ILIE )
03, LA R R AR R, AL B IR A R U, DTSR A i A R A
Ko FIG) U F & B R A PRI BT B s £l ESG R I TR B FI1ERH, R4 R RH I
ZEIUE N 0.163, 1E 1% /K T REENIE, BB RIREHAE 1%S 1K FIER B3, KRBT
TEARNY B A A B ER ESG R I O¢ R 7 T, A 22 3 AR 7= 6 )N L 32 0 B 45 R ARSI BE R 31 A BRI AR
% H2 153 75 E .

Table 4. Analysis of mediation effect results

® 4. PAYRLERDN

) (@) 3
VARIABLES ESG TFP_LP ESG
DT 0.045"** 0.063"** 0.035"**
(7.13) (18.34) (5.50)
TFP_LP 0.163™
(13.98)
Constant 3.954" 7.659"*" 2.706"*
(59.16) (212.20) (24.31)
Observations 29,508 29,508 29,508
R-squared 0.022 0.334 0.030
Number of id 4425 4425 4425
Control YES YES YES
AR T E RN YES YES YES
I ] [ 5 2 2 YES YES YES

5.4. R0

54.1. TATEZX
& B T2 AR S R B B /N 3RIE(2SLS) A R [ A 45 B L% 5 B1(1)51(2), MKIEFHN() T FIl%, 7628
— P Bl VARG S B, T EAR R N AT ML P A B A A AR G A R BEUE N 0.9673, HF 1%HI40
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AP EIERNRZE RS, 55— B FAEBE 7 10, GAR T 85 THARMIGESR, Wl 7 THAR R

EEE, BB AR RN 1 TR ASE AT BT T S B A R I, AR

o

Table 5. Instrumental variables (IV)
=5 TATE%

S Bl AR g

ANV B A T AT R A R BCN 0.1834, [FIFETE 1% /KF LIERIE S, I0F T AW AR Z 045

B—Er B BB
VARIABLES DT ESG
v 0.9673""
(0.0066)
DT 0.1834™"
(0.0460)
Control YES YES
Constant -0.2331™"
(0.0584)
Observations 29,454 29,024
R-squared 0.4392 0.039

54.2. BEEUEETE

N T AR A TRY 00 DA A R R, AR FORE A% O R AL B Al B A P TR P 5 — 300, R LS il
ESG RV B STt AT 1A, 4R WA 6. Wi )E — I MRACE LDT (EH R ECN 0.040, £ 1%4

R LIRS, SHIH4R .

Table 6. Results with lagged explanatory variables
6. BRTETE—HHER

(M
VARIABLES ESG
LDT 0.040"*
(5.63)
Constant 3.993™
(52.64)
Observations 24,185
Number of id 3996
R-squared 0.019
Control YES
AR RE R YES
I ) [ 7 R0 YES
DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.14103185 607
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5.5. RERMS

5.5.1. Ml RF RIS

TR TR AR AR AE T e A 2R ok R UL 4 B 5 1 A R FE 0 A T 3 7 AR At il A v AT X BB
PN THE, FREL, FRTHEORAMVIEA BE— D 32T ESG B ASEHL AT 82 5 Ji& R A CE STLMI W S B0RF

LM ENBCRAMESN 1, IF BB R AR BT AR B R Al S A Ry A 2 504, A
I IIBORBIHIEE ST, RENS B i RO A BT A B AGEAT SRR T . B, o4k, ik %k
TN ESG RILHITEM S o 45w AR Al A E i B SR Aol (R 1 ORs B A Al 3l 73
Iy HIBEAT BRI A5 R B3 7 55D FIATELE Y, B AR (DTFE M B SR ol 4E 1%
gitKor ERZFENIE, EARRHTEOR ML AR 10%0 82 K EONIE, fFEEESR.

552X FEMSHT

TEARFEIHX, A b AL 2 A ESG IR AT fEAEE £ 5. 5 il Hh DXCORD P 3 [X
FHEG, ARt X Al 5 S S R A B R S 5 e $2 7+ BSG VLR, B B 2 MR A 74 T8
WA SEOAC AL A . B, AREHLIX (T 00 B R, B At BSG M 3 A
AR T . PR, SR T SR UEAS A X Aol ) S S M R B, 4 R BT Al BT e R 23 9 AR X
HRERHLIX . PEEHLIX . 7E3 7 SR3). @)FIH, HREHLIX Al B A AR B (DT A R EE 1 %K L
BENIE, FE)FIMRBUAE 5% MK LEFENIE. XRPEFE TR 4 ESG R FEMmTE
FRIBHLIX B AE P B, BPIGIE T AR T VU3 IX, w2 X Aol B A0 B0k ESG RILIIIRFHE
FHSE A .

Table 7. Heterogeneity analysis

® 7. RSN

T E AR A, e AR A B HLIX R X P Hb X

VARIABLES ESG ESG ESG ESG ESG
DT 0.046"* 0.030" 0.043" 0.052"* 0.047"
(6.77) (1.71) (5.72) (3.26) (2.42)

Constant 3.967 3.779" 3.957" 3.808"" 4.196™
(55.06) (21.05) (49.36) (22.58) (22.45)

Observations 25,856 3652 21,297 4708 3291
R-squared 0.024 0.035 0.024 0.022 0.029
Number of id 3804 621 3293 685 458
Controls YES YES YES YES YES
AN T8 25N YES YES YES YES YES
HRF ] ] 5 %8 YES YES YES YES YES

6. ZHit 5N
6.1. &g

By BT R B Tl ESG RIL, BBy A R R, e ESG R I
o, X s THARVE, e — PR B @ MEa 30 /5 Ber A B R0 ESG AR ZBEAE FI A7)
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SR, IESRT —“HZAGFAERENIER LR, ME BT T s R b g e e . 28—,
TR RN B R BSG RIL5¢ R TR B R AR08z, BP Al B4 e 7R v] DL i 8 s 4
PR AR BSG R, 2=, AL AIXT BESG RILMIEIAE A B E N T itk 78
EUET BRI, T HORSEA R . QUFRE IR, B T BCE S SRR HOREE JIRE, X ESG
SR R B R ROR . RN, TR TR AR HL X Ak, #5858 T RN SE i F AU AR A . B
T3 BT 37 38 e I EE DL TR R 7% TR AR S5 4L & ST LR, B0 8% ESG R BRI R B 52 1 B
FRH

6.2. &Y

F— FARAVANE fE A B R, AR E X R SE AE, W R R SR R, %
I R HE b T RE S 2, SRR AL AT A A R 78 70 R A R filb 28 5 2 54 A
ERPUESRTHEM, SRR TR, I ERE L MR, E s OEOR TR, Pkttt
il BSG P&, By REERE I JE I Ak, 755 191 BEECTALEE R R A, R A R A A Al
Al s el o

55 WURT R ) 58 SCRE AP B AR T ) R AU S U BOR, (R AR B B, SEBUESE
AFE BT ), S AT AL S IR RTH G,  SEHES U A8 TS RS M A A AT
A SR SIRBKT, INPRIKE ESG BN I Stz b Ak, Wit — b 58 B B A AR TP K P BRI 5
A b B A QR St B, et B I $ R

= AT 5 =TT HUIIE AN, BRRESRAM T Al “A5 BAXIFR” 5 “REJIFEMR” 1A,
SGEIE T AL 51 SRR Bl + ESG” RILAR KMV, (et e T fR8k k. i,
Pl B G ek Al BHIEHLI, HERF S AT AR “ By (bR S BSG fhartrdt” , 5] Tk
B T Gt e b R AR TEA B SG 58 =i s WA =l DAENU) b se it “ By b el 5
ESG #ims LR E il iR 55 o
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