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Abstract

China’s e-commerce livestreaming industry has grown into a massive, multi-trillion-dollar economy.
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Beneath its facade of prosperity lies a profound logic of capital operations and complex social relations.
This article, drawing on Marxist economic philosophy as its core analytical framework, focuses on
key theories such as surplus value extraction, commodity fetishism, and labor alienation, systemat-
ically analyzing China’s current e-commerce livestreaming economy. The study finds that, as a new
mode of production, e-commerce livestreaming obscures the true social relationships between peo-
ple through the construction of “emotional-digital fetishism”. Livestreamers are portrayed as a new
type of “digital proletariat”, whose labor process exhibits profound alienation. Furthermore, through
platform commissions and algorithmic manipulation, the surplus value created by livestreamers’ “liv-
ing labor” is efficiently extracted. This article aims to reveal the capitalist nature and human survival
conditions behind the glamorous appearance of the e-commerce livestreaming economy, providing
a critical theoretical perspective for understanding the socioeconomic landscape of the digital cap-
italist era.
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