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Abstract

This paper focuses on the disputes over the criminal characterization of online “wool-pulling” be-
haviors in judicial practice, exploring three key issues: the legal attribute of “wool”, the distinction
between theft and fraud, and the determination of “presumed consent”. It defines “wool” as prop-
erty under criminal law with “manageability, transferability, and value”. A “typed distinction” standard
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for machines is proposed: exploiting vulnerabilities of “weak-intelligent machines” constitutes theft,
while deceiving “strong-intelligent machines” via fabricating facts constitutes fraud. For “presumed
consent”, judgment relies on the literal interpretation of platform rules at the time of the act, com-
bined with industry practices and ordinary users’ cognition—only acts seriously deviating from com-
mercial logic exceed “presumed consent”. Based on this, the three types of behaviors—exploiting sys-
tem vulnerabilities, exploiting rule loopholes, and malicious account registration—should be respec-
tively characterized. It is also recommended that judicial authorities clarify adjudication standards
and platforms strengthen risk control.
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