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This paper takes the “corresponding liability” of e-commerce platform operators as stipulated in
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Article 38, Paragraph 2 of the “E-Commerce Law” as its core research object. First, it deconstructs
the logical conflict between this paragraph and Paragraph 1, namely the mismatch between the lia-
bility methods corresponding to the legal interests of life and health and those corresponding to less
significant legal interests, and clarifies the constituent elements of this liability, including the prem-
ise of commodities related to life and health and the subjective state of negligence. Then, it analyzes
the core obligations of platforms: the online nature and characteristics of indirect infringement of
the duty of care for safety, as well as the three sources of the duty of qualification examination, the
distinction between formal and substantive examination, and the performance standard of a reason-
able person. It also discusses disputes over the form of liability, including whether it covers the three
types of liabilities in civil, administrative and criminal law, and the defects in the applicability of
joint and several liability, supplementary liability, and several liability. Finally, it puts forward the
application path: bearing joint and several liability for violating the duty of qualification examina-
tion, and bearing supplementary liability for violating the duty of care for safety.
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