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Abstract

The digital economy has emerged as a pivotal force driving scientific and technological revolutions
as well as industrial transformation, exerting profound influence on the integration of regional in-
dustrial and innovation chains. As one of the most open and innovation-intensive regions in China,
the Yangtze River Delta faces both significant opportunities and pressing challenges in achieving
deep integration under the guidance of the digital economy. By analyzing the major obstacles to
dual-chain integration and clarifying five key driving mechanisms shaped by the digital economy,
this study proposes practical pathways including strategic orientation, platform-driven collabora-
tion, cross-regional parks and enclave economies, and institutional safeguards. The findings sug-
gest that while the digital economy provides essential technological and institutional conditions for
the integration of the Yangtze River Delta dual chains, realizing cross-regional coordination and
high-level innovation requires strengthening top-level design, optimizing institutional supply, im-
proving platform systems, and promoting the free flow of factors, thereby fostering a globally com-
petitive regional innovation community.
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