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Abstract

Currently, the deep integration of the digital economy and green development presents unprece-
dented opportunities for enterprises. By leveraging digital transformation as a foundation, green
development as a pillar, and innovation as a core driver, we can help build sustainable development
models. This paper empirically analyzes the impact mechanism and heterogeneity of corporate
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digital transformation on green technological innovation using data from Chinese A-share listed
companies from 2013 to 2022. Findings reveal that digital transformation significantly enhances
corporate green technological innovation levels. This conclusion remains valid after controlling for
endogeneity issues and undergoing a series of robustness tests. Mechanism analysis indicates that
digital transformation indirectly promotes green technology innovation by improving corporate
ESG ratings, with this mediating effect accounting for 8.1% of the total impact. Heterogeneity anal-
ysis reveals that the influence of digital transformation on green technology innovation is more pro-
nounced in high-tech industries while being negligible in non-high-tech sectors. This suggests that
the digital technology absorption capacity and innovation environment of technology-intensive en-
terprises jointly amplify this promotional effect.
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1. 5|15

2, PEIEA DG TS R RATS AR, Dk NS BRI IR A H 5.
LREOEARQIHE ST A G K 5 A8 S R 1A% O IR S (1], X SRl gt Rk e B o . 4k
TE NPT EARMG AR TI EE S 5%, WAL S EARIRRBH I, 76 R PE4 (iR i
ARGURSLIRI . IR ER AR BHAEAEIT R R BIRFTRRE R BB RS 5 b A
MR (2], FEANANE RN B AR S GG 2 A7 E MR B RBOZH L ST B AR
W N R R S PR . IR, T T AT IR R R, BTG R O O B SRS R
REREIDHZ 8. SH— B 5B TFHAR, I IEZS A 3], FEEN4]. BRI
[S]AcmikE[6]. SUtER, PR MAER iR AR QIR MR, BARIN S, i (e ik es 8
BAIH IR A SRR [7). REE BB 8], FANBRIZ AN R S S SRR g A o<
BHLHI[9], AV SRR 5% 4 S Fr I e 7145 DA 9 [10]. Rl AV AL A S0 UE 27 A0 e AL e S (e bt
BRI B e HAR A%, RS 5 Sk 2 Th ) B A L

ARSCEEF BB AT S SHIERAE, R TR RS S A ARG RRR . L R R & 2R LR
PIE. WFFAEE T BN e R BB HE SR DL A AT SE 50 4% . BE TR AR, 4R TR e ik
A R SEEARFIE 1. HEBA T S T BARBUR .

AR, B FUE R BB AR O 5 J2 TR 2 W2 0% J2 T R s i), 0 A 28 0 A lb 28 5%
Sk vEk, BEARBRIE R TR AR AR R B RE R, A I A 5 T7VE5], IR
B HH St R AR 2 PR, B AT BT S N E PRSI 1] BhAh, B R S
FHER = i RE[12] PR mish e[ 13 7 R A B NA . XL FRAMNIGIE T B Z %, W
AR TR G OE ARG Z B¢ R BE [ #44ili. Zhang 45(2023) [ 14144 &% O R AR BB 4>
N FELR AR AT (RGTH M SIS VLR L BOR QIR (SGTY), 487K 7 G shpLar ki) S Btk e . 5t
S, A “HEEfia” 5 R EHR WETHER ESG, Fi# ORI iAok Hgh N R ik g fns
EES), IEH R HES SR OER BB R E[15]. IA, Mgkt E ARG R E L i, ESG
R RIFEEFENER ? B 238 % o) A T IR AR T
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SUADFARLL, ASCHAPROTERTE T 55—, KA OEOR QIR 7 LS SR QR AN S %
ZREOHEREIHT, A B AR RO S 2R IR . 55—, 51N ESG AR AR &, WH el Bt
He RN IE L 5% ESG fRbr et S O BORBIHT. BB =, AWFF M T AFZFAE T b B A B 4t
BARGH™ A AL

2. BipHHI SRR
2.1. B FHERSFERAREH

SR QUHT 5 E T R HARE BT, A Sk o BOR YU A I . DRI as A AE BUR AN
SENESEPRAL, X AE PR RE RIS . B, K2 Bl 2 0 BRI BB RSy, SR
BOVA IR B R BBt B 22 . HEIMBIHTHET . RIS BIahS, Ak D) se/isz 214k
QU2 T et MTEsh bR s . B O OIR R R &% 1 5 PHRRCE T7 i, TR
R A AEAE IEAE SRR T S XA BT [ SNSRI 28 A0 R TT s AR BRI 5L, IR 5| 3t 3 Al Rt
FIRIBEATEN . B R AR L EHT RN DT IR0, SRR TR LR [16]. U BOR S EHE ERAE N AR L
TR REET B, BRREEHE AV 4% LG AP RREEE, RGN BT i Z U O BC B[ 17], AT Sl A Fié ik
T Hx, B s i A AE E R G, BB RS S fabr G B EE . XK EE S
AN TR [ 18], A5 LR AL 15 5% 3 RE 0 SN AB R A MV PRI AT B, AT T2 Jl o s BT RSB L o f5 ) »
FELR A QT 22 57 Rt J3 T K7 M R J A A Ml BES K IR B T A e LA S T 37 75 SR (197, AT ff 3 ¢
OEARSQUHT M AITT I A QNG A RBEIFIG RS . FIR, B BORHESH 288 FR 2 oo
e, B A R R A T HE R ™ b XA SRAES R LR, A S R IR R T4
BEE 7 i SRR MIRE R JE, b REas RS Al . th T aR e QUB e T b 2 5 3as, AR g in
HRBN, FEITRGOER, RETERIETH e COPFARHER RIEIEIR . T o, $REMRI 1.

HI: e R RENS (et olb 4% L R BB K32 T

2.2. FHHERS ESG

e e A A7 AT L ESG ik — U7, Bl 25 B AN FRGRIL ESG bRk,
A B R ORI R 28, AEAEFRRE I . M sa 3 i, E Al “IRE” 178, IR 55 ¥
I A A UREL[20]. By A RE I SR HE ARG I HE T S, A ROa I ESRAT )y, BEsR ik A
J1o [, AEAPE LRI, B SCRAAUSIR T E BR 5 URE R, #ESh ESG KRR, R4
B, BT HEARWMBERERG WK AR B R, BB . B IRRERE S IR, B iR
R RFEL M A AR SRS YT, Ry TR RTHTRE BN, 38 F G A 1000 115 3 5 N e
Ho HUARTIERIG S FEAFE B AR HERE , G oR NSRBI S AR, & sRum s, AN TR Redh /1o
BB, SCBURHERT P R ACE AL, et 5 R ZEAH ST M LB R 45 . TR RiHE
Bl At 2 TUE RIS, IR AT GE ESG BRI

Ak, ESG fRbr S ARQIBAAFEIEA R R R SR OHOREUHE BOR 5 R 55 537 LA AT 45
5T HAR21], FIRERZFAGEK. )k ESG W MRIHA B TE MR 58 Z 2 M2
FERBEPE . B i MK ESG HFn S b, ER B0 AR KRR HEAT BR 3R, AT AR SCHE
PE “orte” BUFT. [RIF, ESG PFIrROBRTH AT Al i A 95 1 0, S (BB AT A R SIG  ZA)
PEAN E S5 R B I R G B, ATEEM ESG PP AENE s ML B AEE, Du iR s 2 504 SRR
R Z BRI XA TR R RGN, HEShOH R S OERRN ] B, ESG PP
MR T A e fre it ax (B, S RENH AR AR B8 5E B K IV 55 A i ki o
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H2: HCF R 3R T ESG PR HE M T M Gt R A5 K
3. SCiEgit
3.1. X TFESBERERR

AR 2013~2022 FFE A JE BT A FEARE AT FREAR, B R S St BOR G
FHIE R T CNRDS, Mk ESG $di KT Wind $E %, #6128 & 8i KIE T CSMAR. A SCREATH
EEMWR: 1) HIERERAT R NEFEA; 2) SIBRAF TR I ST, *ST. PT HIREA: 3) Bk B
FRERT 1 BUNT 0 BIFEAR: 4) HIBR EEAEFRIEAR: 5) URHEAGED 5 FEIESEHIR ML
A5 6) ¥ FTa Ak 2 TESLAS BT 1%40 RACHE . it FRACHE, &5 3] T 41,705 AT i A A -
32. TEENX

1) Wi A GO ARBIHN(G)

A% Wurlod FiT Noailly [22]/I8F 7T /712, 18] CNRDS $#E ZE b b 1A 7] 2445 i 4kt R W&
FIRIEE 2 T AL L RIS, ARHE T SRR =R GUR AR 1) (E BRE R B EmIE ) TR i) TPC 1R,
ARV ST FR I FTBCG FRE 2R (R B R RS R . K A 1 IR s, R NS EaE L
(L ipEiEy

2) AR LR (DT)

RS ZAESE(2021) [13]MRFFE, KA AT SCAR M, 7 CNRDS H11) AKRD JE 154t
Xof b A AR P A A B O R R RS T, IR 2013~2022 A RS HEAT AR EE, R
SERIRAIEOIN 1 5 BO ok 2 b B i 2

3) AR {0k ESG (ESG)

HAFFE R ESG #4840 9 AAA. AA. A. BBB. BB. B. CCC. CC. C /iM%, 2k ESG f545
B FIR T 9 2 1 BIPEsr. HETIRESE(2025) [23]MIHFFT, ASCRHAEIIE ESG FREUNAF B ki &
4k ESG $8h7

4) R R SHEIKES2025) [23]. B/ TEQ2023) [24]. EHEZ2023) [251MRF R i, Ak
Pl T T RERC ISR H AR BB AR B, A F BT AE B (FirmAge)« VAR (Size). T #(Soe) HER
& —(Dual). EfFiR(Lev). P& (Cashflow). L5 Q fEH(Tobing). HUFIHHE & 7 H L] (Inst)
B HEIGYATIL(Pollute) 55— KRB R FFMEELB(Topl). LA R A48 B B LU 22 1 fion:

Table 1. Variable definitions
F1. TEENX

B3y A5 e 44 R BT AR E L
WA B S AR A GI In(H I FZR €0 0% B 5 R A (s F T R R + 1)
fRREAS & b HF A e 1Y DT In(HFEAR P A R OGS A IR TR SIS + 1)
AR 4k ESG ESG HEE ESG $RE BT BT 3E

o3 AL AR FirmAge InCYFEFE — AFBALER + 1)

Al AR Size R AR
Pl A B )

FiT A il Soe EA R 1, HiAo

PR — Dual HEKGHAHEREFR NN, BUHO
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B R Lev AR LA EA R B
BRI Cashflow 2= L Pgla SNETB vt ok 0 5N i 0
QM Tobing A 4 e
BB R I L) Inst UK 35 9 3 R T S B e Pl A i
R ETGRAT I Pollute HIGHATI 1, BN 0
S RIBAFE I LA Topl B RO P A e P A

3.3. #EEIGE

RS A b i B R R ALk % C B AR BT M RACER A SREINS TR . AMAOUR]E F I E 28BEARY
SEHERIRLAN T«

Gl, =a,+aDT, + Y a, X, + 1, +0, +¢&, (D
=2

Hob, GI 2R G EHAR O, DT, R UM TR, X, AR, M6 S9RAME. 1
B, &, WBEHIRENI. AT T I FAEHE, 55—, BB b ARV 7 A B T Sl i
FUHFEA AT, #o B BRI 1 R HL R E: =, S TR AU S S
RO A — 2 I DR th A AR R % 51 2 00 PR TR A R 2 AT M — A B,

4. SEUELER
4.1. fEREGT

ARG T AR 02 2 PR EREATE N, YRR RS OER BRI T 2E N 0.341, 45
HEFEN 0.775 0 X Aol 2 (L A BEA AT R AR BAFE BB Bl . A8 2 Bl ) ¢ (s B B 5 30
AR, EE AR OBR B URR I F i, FECE 2P WA . R AR L ik
FRIEIME Y 1.446, FrEZEIN 1.435, X RBRIECF KT BAE TSR RER BL,  (H Al fa] 73 A A2y,
WEA AR A S R ol 1A kBT m B Be el . ESG ST h M AS B 4{E 9 4.106, #5
HEFEN 0.842, RERWIREA ot as(a], Hak ESG SRR TR Rk T

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. fEA Mgt

LR A% e itz BoME BAE
GI 14,390 0.341 0.775 0 6.848
DT 14,390 1.446 1.435 0 6.306

ESG 14,390 4.106 0.842 1 6.250
FirmAge 14,390 2.942 0.342 0.693 4.290
Size 14,390 22211 1.297 19.415 26.452
Soe 14,390 0.342 0.475 0 1
Dual 14,390 0.289 0.453 0 1
Lev 14,390 0.427 0.205 0.028 0.908
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Cashflow 14,390 0.046 0.070 -0.222 0.282
Tobinq 14,390 2.066 1.397 0.795 17.676
Inst 14,390 0.434 0.245 0.001 0.923
Pollute 14,390 0.224 0.417 0 1
Topl 14,390 0.338 0.148 0.078 0.758

4.2. EERILER

RAERAL(L), BRSNS ORI, ORI MBI ER . %3 BR T T4
EHEARBIE S M E A R S B A THE . 21 ()RR B A E A B 25 2R, 511(2) 5 (3)
2 A ) AR B R A ] S KR ) S (A T o b [ 25 AR R B A BT YRR 1% 2
FHACE T BERAGOE ARG . %45 R R GE T AR ARG 1.

FEERNASE R, A R BT (R SR AR B ROR . AR T AR ST S A R AL A A
A, SR A A E SR R GF U e R BRI, R 1 S BI50HE. SRR E R, KA
BT SE A SR EAHT . AR B AN 7 /2 5 & iR R QT I 5 B AT, o 55 KA
BET IS 538 KB X AIE PERIA DL BE R GE SRk X%, 2020) [26]. 7Kk EE5(2025) [23],
farh, RIER AL Al 7E R e A B SRR S, BB ST 1M E A O RERA TR B2 U FLAM: , B8 B i b [F) 6
SRR 28 55 RN

Table 3. Benchmark regression

3. R
)] (2 3)
A GI GI GI
DT 0.0797"** 0.0688"** 0.0723"**
(0.0122) (0.0118) (0.0134)
FirmAge —0.284"" -0.199"*
(0.0580) (0.0711)
Size 0.176" 0.194"
(0.0278) (0.0296)
SOE 0.0994"* 0.146™
(0.0426) (0.0416)
Dual 0.0583 0.0383
(0.0414) (0.0386)
Lev —0.00807 0.174"
(0.0829) (0.0862)
CashFlow 0.250 0.0342
(0.169) (0.162)
TobinQ 0.0290"* 0.0285"
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(0.00922) (0.0105)
Inst -0.158" —0.130
(0.0819) (0.0830)
Pollute —0.0136 -0.136"*
(0.0370) (0.0411)
Topl —0.156 —0.0276
(0.142) (0.135)
Constant 0.263"*" -2.817"" ~3.602""
(0.0219) (0.582) (0.691)
Observations 14390 14390 14390
R-squared 0.018 0.076 0.143

Ve LT S RIRIRTE 10%. 5% 1%IKTF FB2, 355 N NERLE
W2 T AR AR R . N .

4.3. REMSH

43.1. HEREREETE

NGB R KR FBURA TR R, A& — SR A 80 A3 A iR A R kAT [
e 3 RFN R, iR — B RO L S BT I RN IE, X R DU S — R
BT G S 0 R R R R B N AEPE RS, A e A e AT AT HE Bl Al 2% iR BT

43.2. TETE®

% TR N(2023) [25 1B TR, Bz B [FAT M F AR A b (BR AR A ML A1) (8 B A B LS 35 7K 7
AR A K725 B (Digmean) [l ] . % 4 JE7R 1 EHMI S — B B S 5 —I BL R K55 20
S BRI S B AT AR BT A BT B O A S R R B B B IR R . AL,
F—H B F il 215 6862.148, i 10% %% /KT~ Stock-Yogo HIS5HMMIGFHE 16.38, FKEIAM I
X AR BAEAESS T AR & . Kleibergen-Paap rk LM 4iit& 4 1823.249, p {H4 0.000, F ]
HWNAARBAAEAN . 5I(3)Ron, BMEESI N T HAR BN ANE, SRS E850L 1%
VIR G 0 1 AR BT R 3 T R TR

Table 4. Endogeneity test results
4. REMREER

1) (2) (3)
FE BB

L.DT 0.0739™
(0.0142)

Digmean 0.955™*

(0.012)

DT 0.074™*
(0.009)
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A & P 5 P
Al AR = 5 =
AR RS 2 7 2
M BFHE 6862.148
LM%ttt & 1823.249
Hansen J4i it & P=0.000
LB 12951 14390 14390

4.4. REMRIE

44.1. BREERTE

S FUNT(2025) [27], ARSCEEAR G (47 S5 1 HR I R 2 8k B R RN SR 6 S A B 28 )
BE AU oA SR B BRI BT EE, Z5R % S AR, BIAZREH, S
RUK IR B8 0 R i S B AR ABKCE 15 H, SCER BRI i .

44.2. BLBERETE

RS HEXIEE (2025) [28]5 N7, FRERIRIhME LR, B WAERHE AR ST %
RAFRIVEER, A SCRFSCAR T “ KRB EA” B “BrRiz 7 BRaRgE 2 f, Ve k%
PRI AR, &RWNE 5 HIQFTR, MERERF BRI R 2 B 55 50 B SR BT 12
HBEVEFT, [RS4SR i 70 A IE [ B2

44.3. BREBIRER

RIS H R F56(2023) [29], B RE R & EH USRS BB, KRB EIRMERIE CIC2
PERGAT MV Z THEEAT R A MEAG B8 o 1R T [ b Ty 244 J0 5 f DX kB S RN 5 IR 00 EL AT 3 K52 (X, 2011)
[30],  DX3af J2 THI R 1) 2 T £ 152 22 ] g SR E SR AR DGV o ARHIF S0 1) [l A AR 4% B8 Cameron %5 A(2011) [31]
PR IR KT8, AR RSB ALE N R R R E AT IE. Wk 5 AR, EARIERSS
Bt EARMERE S, IR R R R E -

Table 5. Robustness test results

5. REMREER

(€] () 3)
Bl DIG GI GI
DT 0.0723"** 0.0723"**
(0.0134) (0.00799)
InSUM 0.0572"*
(0.0141)
FirmAge -0.199*** —0.200"** —0.199"*
(0.0711) (0.0712) (0.0252)
Size 0.194" 0.198" 0.194"
(0.0296) (0.0297) (0.00742)
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SOE 0.146* 0.142" 0.146"
(0.0416) (0.0417) (0.0125)

Dual 0.0383 0.0425 0.0383**
(0.0386) (0.0387) (0.0129)

Lev 0.174™ 0.174™ 0.174™
(0.0862) (0.0866) (0.0513)

CashFlow 0.0342 0.00898 0.0342
(0.162) (0.162) (0.0809)

TobinQ 0.0285" 0.0296™* 0.0285"*
(0.0105) (0.0107) (0.00351)

Inst ~0.130 ~0.138" ~0.130"**
(0.0830) (0.0837) (0.0369)

Pollute ~0.136™" ~0.156" ~0.136™
(0.0411) (0.0411) (0.0112)

Topl ~0.0276 ~0.0370 -0.0276
(0.135) (0.136) (0.0558)

Constant ~3.602""* ~3.636" ~3.602"**
(0.691) (0.694) (0.167)

Observations 14390 14390 14390
R-squared 0.143 0.139 0.143

4.5. PP

AEB R A AL B A B Y 5 S (O AR B 2 TR SR IR, 3K (2025) [23 5T, e TRy
AR B N4 ESG YRR ¥ B (ESG), FHHL T BN E. ARl ESG fEB AL R S4B HR
BT R R BAEE R AR, AT LR A RN AR .

ESG, =, + DT, + Zani, +u,+06 +¢, )
2
Gl, =a,+aDT, + 1,ESG,, + Zanit +u,+0 +¢, 3)
=

IR EE R4 6 Fros, SI()H BT RECR N IE, BB T BSG 772 &2 1)
LR . A ESG Ja, By bR MR R BRIR B2 OVIE, JFH ESG X sk e SR QT N3
WA L BR BUHTA R 35 IE 1R 5, A4k ESG AL Y 5 4 (iR BB Z AT IE o) 5% R AR 3
TR, BB 2 BT BEAh, By AR RO S S (SR B R R i 2R K T SR Pk S R
PRI ATES - ORESE 2 HEIVE EL P Sk Sbei st 252 & d I (S ANR S 2TIa: RV TN CIs RS E- Sk s Sl p YD)
A Ao
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Table 6. Analysis of mediating effects
= 6. PN

O] ()
AE ESG GI
DT 0.062"** 0.063"
(0.0052) (0.0051)
ESG 0.090"*
(0.0082)
P A 2 P
HAR 14,390 14,390
Sobel A8 5 0.000™" (z = 8.092)
Goodmanf 5 1 0.001™" (z=8.077)
Goodmanit& %2 0.001™" (z=8.108)
HA RN ZR A 0.000"** (z = 8.092)
IERZ 2 IVESA 0.000™* (z = 12.229)
PSSOV | 0.000™* (z = 13.240)
A RO EL A5 0.081

5. RS

BTGRPl (i) 7326(2017)) » R E R B FR kR0 8 m Rk S 3R m Rk, B
MR PE A TR b B AR R S AR EOR BT IR AR BRI E RN 7 Fron, A5 RE W
FERBAR L, By (LR 2 O B AT B F N IR . MR s BOR Mlkd, XA niess B
ARAGFE N R —Z7RY], mEORA S CHOR QU AU B, F & T 37 75 5K X RE
71, PSR 38 8 A T B AR e A . IeAh, BRI AR A SE SR BRI e 7). S i

WERIEN R DL T AU A BT E,  RENS e OHORE B AR B St BB K B A R R

Table 7. Heterogeneity analysis
= 7. FRMESH

1) ()

ml m2
DT 0.107"* 0.00514
(0.0186) (0.0119)
FirmAge —-0.341™" -0.127"
(0.102) (0.0732)
Size 0.302"* 0.0701™*
(0.0434) (0.0244)
SOE 0.212™* 0.00221
(0.0647) (0.0327)
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Dual 0.0737 —0.0276
(0.0508) (0.0292)
Lev 0.373"** -0.178"
(0.124) (0.0954)
CashFlow 0.483" -0.228"
(0.256) (0.131)
TobinQ 0.0372"** 0.0227**
(0.0137) (0.00994)
Inst —0.102 -0.231"
(0.112) (0.0897)
Pollute —0.141"" 0.0677
(0.0531) (0.0508)
Topl —0.156 0.255"
(0.204) 0.114)
Constant -5.583" -0.966"
(0.989) (0.546)
Observations 8475 5915
R-squared 0.183 0.128

6. MREILEBEREB R
6.1. HRLEiL

T, BFET RS ERENIRERE, NSRRI S AR R B LAAIHT BN )
TRl A R AR T B L. A SCIRET 2011~2022 SEAMEEUF AL B RURL 5 400 6 F B B
) 72 0L 1) ] 52 RSB TR e W B A e B St B R BT s . 58 R BB —, B iR
FRBE SR O ARCE, X —45IR7E— RIFREME S AR E RSN 55, WLl bras Rk
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