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Abstract

The diffusion of the Internet and the rise of social media have generated unprecedented opportunities
for ethnicvillage tourism. Leveraging digital platforms, Xijiang Qianhu Miao Village has rapidly gained
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visibility, attracting increasing numbers of visitors and achieving notable recognition. Yet, under
the influence of online traffic logics and market-driven forces, local culture is confronted with the
erosion of authenticity and the blurring of cultural identity. Commercial development—exemplified
by the proliferation of travel photography services—has reconfigured village space, as consumer-ori-
ented enterprises encroach upon traditional living areas and ethnic costumes and customs are grad-
ually distorted. The trajectory of Xijiang highlights the Internet’s dual impact on ethnic village tourism:
while it enhances public visibility and stimulates economic growth, it simultaneously accelerates cul-
tural commodification and misrepresentation. Drawing on the Xijiang case, this study illuminates
the complex opportunities and challenges posed by digital mediation in ethnic village tourism and
underscores the importance of safeguarding living cultural heritage and pursuing sustainable de-
velopment.
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