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Abstract

E-commerce live streaming, as a novel consumption model in the digital economy era, has become
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a significant engine driving social consumption growth. Within this model, the host serves as a pivotal
link between products and consumers, with their personal characteristics exerting a pronounced in-
fluence on consumer purchasing decisions. This study constructs a multidimensional influence mech-
anism model grounded in rational choice theory, social presence theory, and trust theory. The model
posits host characteristics as the independent variable, consumer trust and social presence as medi-
ating variables, and consumer purchase intention as the dependent variable. Through systematic the-
oretical analysis, this paper elucidates how streamer characteristics influence consumers’ underlying
psychological mechanisms via three primary pathways: rational cognition, emotional resonance,
and social identification. It further examines the moderating role of different product types within
this influence process, thereby revealing the complex relationship between streamer traits and con-
sumer behaviour, along with its boundary conditions.
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