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Abstract

The rise of the digital economy is intrinsically linked to trends in informatisation and globalisation.
Leveraging advancements in big data, artificial intelligence and other cutting-edge technologies,
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enterprises can optimise productivity, enhance efficiency and expand their international market
share. This accelerates outward foreign direct investment and bolsters global competitiveness. This
paper employs panel data from 30 Chinese provinces spanning 2012~2022, utilising a benchmark
regression model to examine the impact mechanisms and effects of the digital economy on China’s
outward FDI. Results indicate that the development of the digital economy exerts a significant pos-
itive influence on China’s foreign direct investment. The digital economy indirectly promotes for-
eign direct investment through industrial structure upgrading. Heterogeneity analysis reveals that
the positive impact of the digital economy is more pronounced in eastern regions, while its influ-
ence is relatively smaller in central and western regions.
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1. 5|8

FE BN WTO Dok, FERELHT I PREE I, o E R AN B SR S I, IR “
—B%” WRTREMEEEY R, JFBE T BER. RS E=rh ek, e (iR
XA BT ARG, e BB EARSS R AR, HESh ke S (ENE 1 [ brAb S F . IRYE (R XSS
BRSO AR Bl 2024 F i EX AP E AR RN 1922 /05870, EEE 13 S0 EEERIT = &
WAEILT] 3.14 JifeEn, CiESE 8 FRFFARN =, XRY, PERREEA EERERETY. S5t
[, B2 B iIRAR A Ry b D AN B R SR O Rahae . R4 (b RS0 A R I TR )
IR, 2023 S EECT SR CIX 53.9 G100, RaEEERETA. BT Br ANMUHES) 7 EOR BRI
THe, BB AAAE SRR G b YRR R, e T BERE R HI0A. Bk, AR L5
KT 50t o [ 6 b ELEAR BE A E LR S5 28R, Xk oy [ D22 5F 5 S B A AT o [ 5 4 ) B L
SKERAME -

2. kR

BEE B APt PR A RE, b E AN BRI BT IR AR IR ZI AR A . B 2 B AN 1 Al
BERA, BRI T HE PR Ty, AT E G SRR A TR S . 5 A ST T DT RS
R E EAE LR LA I

By 2 G A B 7O AR 1 B @bt S S BT i, NASCW St v SR At 1 AT 25 2k At
B, Bradt R USRS (5 SOV A B, KITEUAUE B Mg EE, i Hrr sk 5 ek
ZUFRIERN S, SEIATEREA. SIS RERRRTIRG R ATIRS[1]. HIXRET A5t KK
MM . — L2238 0 TR AR ALEA AR SRR A FR BGHAT VA B e F . siie 2 45(2022) 21T {E
AT HCT AL B BT kAl LR SO0 RE T S R AR NS X KT A TR R KT
T4k, PMIEESEE(2023) (31K LG I R AT BB B A 2 BERE . BhAh, B S BHAHSCEUCR M,
“Copa R E SRS SECR IS0, PMER. 2ES2(2022) [41B TS A A AR R LTS B RR
IRINAERES P TE S ) DI AC R
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DA 23 32 B SO A B A B B R R0 AR R AT R i e . A BEERL A R E, S AE
WEFARNV TR X SN TE, 0 1 TR 5] F5 8 A HRIKF[6]. BURI[ 756 R 2 1) 5
(E%EE, 20155 2568, 2023; A4, 2025). #ER(2024) [S1RVT 1 XA B #4% %% v DA E B [ F= k45
T, SR F=ae, RV EPRES . WNAREEMARE, XIHRMK2023) 917 T &5 &1F
AR PR AR . InsiAs B TR, AT E AN R TE E RS T EA RS, B EAR. 2
IEJREE(2024) [ 1016 703 B 208 2 18 [ 1S v A 352 B TR it v [ R 0o A BB W - R 403 L R PR S5 (2024)
(LR T AR [ 5 B AL 3 A B3 HES)) 1 b RN [ ) B e a4, 3k A2 T B B 2 )
T R o

KT T LT MR I E AR AR 7T, 2R H IR T B L5 1 R R KT & 520 o [ il
AN R I BB . T E(2022) [12]15:TF 2010~2022 G55 28 SR Al 71 B #08E K aF 72 R B0, BR
W BT AU R KX B £E R ) OFDI A3 235 el 200 #3370 1 B 4 st g 7= Hi[13]
(ZE#E 2025) FFEN ITHH . B RUR[14] (BB 4 2023) Pk &b ek 15] (BE3EA 2024)f T35 K e
KPR Z FRRIE o A B T, P27 T M E R e S ). SRR B R IEE(2025) [16]8R 1) T 4
LR RENS MU S SR S 5 R, B G S BB IR AR ARl 20, Rk AL 34T 5 20
AMEBE . MRA, o FE TR ECE AU IA R E R R E X A B A IR . R EMS
(2024) [17) IS A B R A= R R I B F T SR AP E AR 2 MAA7E “f U 37 KR, Fik, &
SCE A ESHELE, R 2012 45 2022 4 [H] 30 N HATEX (T AR EE , SCUERLEE T T4t o
FEL X b BB B RS, N HESD S T4 A AR AR X AR SR T B S

3. AREE

B R TEE L HEANBTUNA, BT LT RNATIRE, EAERZI A Bk 25k AT
WrE g MUy @bt % RSN UL Tl ST A BT RE AN BT EC BRI IR A BR i
G R WS NN TAB GE e 7 K= 82950 N AN 71 £ A | 4-<23<10D (S VI % - O o o8\ 4 9] 2] 7
TEg . BT LTI XA BT B B RBLAE LU LA T T -

B, BT BOR S H MBI R A e T E B, R T B EAE NS AR . (5
SRR REARAMN TR BEE P HOR M2, A5l GE 4% 5 m AOh SR A B s Bk i 37 45 .
PEARAS B, $RTTAE M. RNl 2 SEAMMET & S8 TR, bR as sems 42 gt R g
PRI H S ORBEIAT, PR DS B AN Bk B PR i 3 B0 R SR R, DT A a2 5 9 ol A AT B o
AN EBRANEEAS ) BRAS I TR, S 1 B A AR E PR BRI E MR MR A, R ANE
PABAIE 1A FIZRAE18]. HIK, P @ BrrGEN ALIRE T IRTFE PR 5 A TR, iR
TR BRI . VR BT BOR AL et AR AR AN E B SRS, i B A RUE R T
BOARMERIIR 55 6E 70, 3658 1AM I SE S 70 [, BovAia a s Al it i 5 e B i 3 22 4L
I R P BEP BTN, WD SR AE U P AN B T H A SRR R . SRSk, BT BrEsh T Al Sh%
TIAT AR EEAR . ARG W AR SN R ) R . LR E AL R S5 ML A6 A, Gl i85 50 HL
ANBCF A BERIRE SR M R AR, A EEGENIEA T, I R IR S S A R, B ok
et 75 EHOR SRR QIR BRI, (ERAbAE i — B KB B AR i B X 354 5 3 N
RORRRHE o

g EpTE, SRS 1 BTG A BRI B R AT B AR

By 2B A RS v [ 0 AN ELEAR B2 T RO R, HES) IR, SR .
S5, AR BHORAEE R K EER AR 188 B IBURA . b5 KA A R RESE BRI 2 N 42
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B EAFREE AR, W5 7P EA R ERIES . FR, BT stk 1 e E Al SRR A 4h
PR BEERTHORIKIE, ALGEHIE AL THEA R TR FLT 7 55 M < i 4 v B AR ™ ML A6
# JCHAE B BUCT, BT ab SO S E PR S E R E S . BAh, BT e A S T
R PR e, AR EE T ARG . 3l REAANE BRI, A% Sl Mk An)
TR B ZE ST, Hesh 7 ERAT R KA, R AR X T E K BRI, v E il b e
THERABH[19].

LR EPTd, SRS 2: BTG R AT IE I P L S5 TR BER AR BRI B 5T

4. RS E SHIRIER
4.1. ARFZ*

4.1.1. EERR
SR 10 [ AR
OFDI,, = g, + pDig, + B,Contrls, +u, + 1, + ¢, €8

Hr, i FoRHbIX, ¢ FoRFAY, OFDL, N#fERAR R, FonphEX /N EERT: Dig, MERERE, £on
BB RIEKT: B NEEON: R B M ERC T2 b E A BRI N B, Feon 2 il AR
I RH; Contrls NiEHIAR R, FEAFET ) /17K F(Labor). 3K F(Urban). JL#*(Exch). BUFT
TRFEE(Gov)s u, A, F g, 235 Ay 1 DX [ 2502 k1] 3] 5 R0 FH B AL A B 330

4.1.2. PAHRIER
Upg, =6, +6Dig, +6,Contrls, +u, + 4, + ¢, 2)

OFDL, = ¢, +o,Upg,, +a,Dig, + a,Contrls, +u, + 4, +¢, 3)

Hrr, Upg, WA, EEARESWEEMWTH(Upg). 6, M6, NEEI, NETE5FRIEKT Pk
SERTHR MR REG o « o, 77 BNEUFE 5 R E KT R S5 R TGkt b B A1 B B4 8 5 i R 40
HRZEE L5 )ME.

4.2. ¥EEE

42.1. FRBETE

Xf A B AR 5 (OFDD)VE N AR R AR [ 7], S5 P15 (2018 I B S AE G mil A bkt 41 B B 4% 0 A7 S 1l
EXT AN EEAL T (OFDD). N T B0 5707 22, ARSOWTHEAS - OFDI 40 75 J5 4k Sl b 306 $kon
Xt oh B AL B KT

4.2.2. BRRTE

B 45 KB K T (Dig)fa B, SRR, ASCERBAUE NS 7 Hmli it . Borib sk
B BB K BRI DU ANE R, (i 16 D 3R bR B AT SR SRR RAR R (1)
4.23. AN EE

ASLUL P S5 TR (Upg) fE P v A&, (B S 2R AR (21 1 38 — kM e 5 GDP U x1 + %
BN S GDP ELE x2 + B =PI INME 5 GDP L x3 #EAT AT E LA T (Upg) .

4.24. BFHTE
AL D75 J1/KF-(Labor) . IAHAL /K (Urban). JL# (Exch). BUNFFREE (Gov)fE il A &
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Horb 557 23 717K RV S35 ORI 857 3 707K SRERAL /KT (5 5 8 A B[ 22 I BAL R R FRoR
WAL KT IER AN R SETTIEAR (Gt = )R RICE, BUR U I B — AR S o X

A e fE B R RS BUR T TR -

table 1. Comprehensive evaluation index of the digital economy

1. HFRFEETFNER

— R dkhR /&0 febr P
e 0.081 +
HIB ) B 2 N i 0.035 +
K T gt KB LRPE K 0.023 +
5 RARE ARG B BRSBTS R 0.070 +
LR K A 0.015 +
BT RS2 G s Al A b 0.018 +
FHL T 2% SR T it 0.090 +
Hrms RIE HAL T 7 45 41 5 A 0.085 +
YN OLRENZ P58 s 0.078 +
Pl 55 &= 0.138 +
AR S BN 0.114 +
Her 5% K B b 0.114 +
Fha i P AR LA 0.040 +
] &R HE B AR 0.087 +
A AIHIR R LR G 2 0.077 +
W9t 506 K R (R&D) & #hHE N 3 0.036 +

4.3. BiEkiRERER ST o
4.3.1. BUERRE

AT 2012 HEE 2022 FHE A E 30 AN HATEUX FIEHE AT T SEIE 9 Hr (B T T 8,

AL G AP ECH X AR A ) . B ORI i EPS KR

(PEgHESE)Y (hEGEES T

%)« ERGHR LS EPATEXGHFEEE . A D B RMER, RS A AL,

TREHE Fe Bk
4.3.2. MG AR

ARIHET statal 7.0 BAFIH AR MR VES T EbR . vl R s BN S EBOR T Z R, K S
TS, XA EAT B AL . BB A RN 2 PR, A AR BRI AR HEIR Z 0T 2, REUELE

giit LIRS R EE

Table 2. Variable definitions and calculations
F2 TEENENE

Variable Obs Mean Std Min Max
OFDI 330 13.4470 1.4394 9.2235 16.7058
Dig 330 0.1367 0.1159 0.0243 0.6354
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gk
Labor 330 7.5929 0.7796 5.6419 8.8479
Urban 330 0.6076 0.1170 0.3878 0.893
Exch 330 6.5294 0.2265 6.1434 6.9084
Gov 330 0.2468 0.0826 0.1199 0.4560
Upg 300 24111 0.1196 2.2001 2.8272

5. SSEER S a4
5.1. ZEHXEHRE

TEHATIEUE BT 2 80, B F ZWKE 768, 2 EILLHERIGERILE 3 fin, TEZER
VIF EMET 10, 20 ZEUE B AR rp N A7 7E ™ B8 (1 25 B L2 a8, AT ERIIE T B 50 465 SR AR o affy 1o A
AlEEME . BEAN, FERTFR A, KRR B SRR &2 A A< R BUE 1% MG B E KT
R R E M.

Table 3. Multiple collinearity test
3. SEHMHMZRN

65 VIF 1/VIF
OFDI 2.49 0.401

Dig 241 0.414
Labor 237 0.422
Urban 234 0.427
Exch 1.28 0.784
Mean 2.18

5.2. BRI

HIC 4 A0, ASCEIE Hausman K056, A B E SR EAT RS, 45 R EIRFI() BT 25T 1
MENA, EAEEHAMEHARREILN, BIHREOY 7.422, £ 1%00KF EREA G2 . IFEEE
ANFEHAZE (S 2 251 5), FISIMA R G2 E, Prat s gir 7 e RN, BerabrKer R
PIRIERCARGETE T 1% 00 5 B VER G, T 0 9 A 5 22 DR A7 A8 2 3 I IR A RN o A2 TR PRI 45 SR
4 50(5)AT A Y, Bl REON 2361, REME BT T RENR i T AE L X X AN BRI BRSO, R 1 K
o SR(S)PIBUR TR R EON-0.060, L OFAIFEM, IXR W] 2 AT5EE FIBUS T OFDI f74E 32
FAE T o BRURE XS S A S0t O 50 B T RE S AL B e AN A P R A, Rk AT T b B BT A Bt
kDo RIS, i T R RSN WA BOR WURE, BRI AR B

Table 4. Baseline regression

4. BEAEES
1 2 (3) ) (5)
A OFDI OFDI OFDI OFDI OFDI
Dig 7.422% 7.383"* 3.072" 2.360"" 2361
(0.418) (0.409) (0.507) (0.526) (0.527)
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Labor —1.342" 1.558™ 1.668™ 1.668™
(0.424) (0.413) (0.436) (0.436)
Urban 10.966™ 9.877*** 9.861***
(0.855) 0.911) (0.910)
Exch 0.417** 0.419***
(0.098) (0.101)
Gov -0.060
(0.818)
i AT 12.723™ 22207 -6.281" -8.587" -8.573"
(0.188) (3.025) (3.261) (3.451) (3.469)
S]] [ 5 b v b 2 2
AMAJE 2 5 2 7 = 5
N 330 330 330 330 330
adj. R2 0.888 0.890 0.940 0.943 0.943

Standard errors in parentheses, ***p <0.01, **p <0.05, *p <0.1 (F[])s

5.3. REMRKEE

53.1. MEHEARE

BT ERWAEHHR . B AR JL B BEREE 5 i 2= W] BT HoAh s AT X, mTREfH (]
HEE R A 22 2020 £EA1 2021 TR TR AN A BR G 2E T BRI, T RE ELH RS R R A%
LT R EA RSN B TE, TR Aty o 45 ™ A — g M. DRIE,  ARSCORAR PANJ7 Tk
ITRAEEAR Y. —RSH LMY FRE23) B TR BRWTIA 2R 2 A EAE T (A EFr AT [m e, Wk
S5HNDFaR; —/R 2020 ST 2021 FHFEADIERELHT BT, [BIHZERIE 5 512). B2 E 1%K
PR IR AR AN BT, BT A P A T A B R 0, SR — 2

53.2. BbBRBREEHE—H

SN LEAR T BEVETE [ P9 A e ) B, A SO Sk 3R 24 B 9L, ISR A B0 5 — B g N R,
[A] 45 5 W7 5 51(3). WEFCEE R, BT AHEIRE 1%, SAMERTBERTE 1.902 AN b, HAE
1% MK ERE . X —45 Rt — P IAIE T 74 5on B B A B4 B 0 E R AR A

53.3. BIRNERTE

N G PR AR B B VR R X A R AN, AR SORE 2548 GAT BUX SE BoR FH A 7o B 45 B A AR 0 A (L
(OFDI)E AR R AL B H AT IRH, G5 R NEE 5 FN(4)FTR . BUr2GHE 1%K-F 1 RIE S B4R
TR FE AL RN, A 25 H TR o A B BT

53.4. EMEHITE

7 5 FIGS)RT WL, iE— DR A R ), AN SCAESEEHAE[ENA M B Al b 51 N M X 205% R @ /K F
(PGDP) 14 @i 173 /& J& 7K F-(Finance) 5 A4 il A8 &t o AR SCH A HI X AR 7= B ROR ZHh X 255 R B KF
MRAE AR [25] FH SR U P2 AT Y GDP [ B R R R St i KA. HmAsE R, £
NIXFEANAS B J, BEAE R JE 45 AR B s R da b

DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.14113504 810 TR 4TS


https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.14113504

BT 5%

Table 5. Robustness test
5. FREMAI

€)) (2 3) “4) )
A OFDI OFDI OFDI OFDI2 OFDI
Dig 2361 2.850™ 2.444"™ 0.912"
(0.527) (0.652) (0.537) (0.433)
L.Dig 1.902°**
(0.515)
RN -8.573*" -11.509* -4.399 -15.820™ -18.563"
(3.469) (4.667) (3.350) (6.900) (3.605)
e P AL & 2 2 2 P &
N 330 270 300 330 330
adj. R? 0.943 0.942 0.955 0.919 0.945

5.4. REMEKIE

WRIGHISCHI BRI, BT RTINS MR R R, XS
Wi ] B P X I e, B KGR . PR, ASSORREA ) N ZRER . ARG A R AT

HARGR AT I 6.

Table 6. Heterogeneity test

= 6. FRMRLE

F
éj\

Hxt FDIO W52
HIEE, HHEH

255 (1) &R (2) W (3) P
OFDI OFDI OFDI

Dig 2.243** 1.673 -0.891
(0.695) (1.809) (0.952)

Labor 2.013" 2412 -1.915"
(1.212) (0.609) (1.103)

Urban 8.243"* 13.961" 11.412"

(1.568) (1.848) (1.418)

Exch 0.890*** -0.114 0.492**

(0.160) 0.177) 0.179)

Gov 0.016 2.148 -0.188

(2.223) (1.764) (0.728)

Gig el —12.649 -13.832" 16.269"

(8.875) (5.485) (8.174)
o il s 5 2 2
I 7 2k = 2 2
N 121 88 121

adj. R? 0.892 0.878 0.914

DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.14113504 811 BT RS FR


https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.14113504

T2

AREHIX 1K) Dig B9 E R K3, RURHRTE 1 A TFARUT KBRS, OFDI HhN 2.243 B4 7R
B o ZRFBHE X AR BR A M AL B AT OL S, Sl is i s AL, AW R T R AMT
TR [ o 52 5 22 %, A R0 B BRAR ORI B F A BRI BOR, IRFERR N 2 BRIME BE, HESN BT a Pt kK fe,
FHAEN A BT o RIS R X (1) SG W26 . i vty ol B O 455 Y B i i it AR X e 3, 3
B AL R A ELFAR T (A 5 A, (ki I 28 3 %

H b DX I A A S AR TBCER B ) T T — R bR, (A SRR AR L, AR AL
AFAIAFAE R . R rp (e e B g B B T 37— R Ak R DAL b B8 0 52 5 TR A T — SR, R
JRREFEEENEA L. IR EERRA, P BRI RIGEUR MY, #1557 8E 45000 OFDI 1)
FARROR . A, R X EA T kA R BRI B, AR Gl A A S L, e e
RUBAE AT, Fod i B AR BB AT AN K BN TEBN I RIBE T, AT RSB A M 5 8055 . P
X B 5 R R 2 S 2 (RN -0.891), AT BB ZHh X (¥ VR B 4 B R AR KA 0%, A (n
WS HTER) R VE A ™= B 5K OFDI, BARE AR KFAG TR T AR T8 f5 1 B A R
PYE ABARAL e I 2 B R 35 o bh, Db X B Sl it e e 5, SG 78 5 RS b O Al R B 3 VR
JEARER, R T AHE T A PR R B 1. RE BT AT 57 s 1 Bife, HhFAR L=
SRRSO L2, T INIE 1 553 70 M AR S, AT R 7 PE i X OFDI 9 77 .

5.5. HlEHRLE

AW FE B P R R ST R T B A G R i T E XA B R R . R 7 A
TSP IERSHES R, & 7 FI()ER, BFERTFERIBEKFERECN 0.125, 1E 1%FKF ERERIE,
ZAER GBI, #8n T HTFEF 5SS MAR FERERIEMER KR XRERPHFRT
SRR SR AN A . FARAE BARBUSA AR A B N R A, A AR T g A )
g BRI T . BB ST RAE SR B) AL R RS, Pk g R E(Upg)
N 4.847, 15 1%HIKF LR ERNIE . XEWEF ST R A S 2Lk OFDI f5&3hzh 71, Dig i REU
BFEONIE(1.496), KIMAHAAEEN Dig 2%08 2.361, MG PR, X458 REkE, 7L
OFDI Z k&, P A g 3 7R E s A ER . RIEer 25— J7 T B3 k47
OFDI, b— 7T (e ik [ iy P g5 i 7+ g, il eiie 3 OFDL, RiX 2 ML, Ak, iRk
SERITE I — AL AR e 5 T SE 1, A AR S 80H 047 Bootstrap J7 A% Hdb ATk ge, B4,
FR IR 95% B A X B R AVEL S 0, AT 18 BH 7= Mk 25 44 0 1 HR A 25BN R AR mT SE Y

Table 7. Mechanism test
< 7. HHIEIE

O] 2)

e Upg OFDI
Dig 0.125™* 1.496™
(0.029) (0.475)
Labor —-0.050 1.866™"
(0.036) (0.416)
Urban 0.459™" 7.986™"
(0.088) (1.178)
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sk

Exch 0.045" 0.216"
(0.008) (0.102)

Gov 0.119 -0.323
(0.136) (1.266)

Upg 4.847°"
(0.901)
RO 2.406" -20.295"
(0.287) (3.973)

SRR R P 2

[E] 5 2 & 2
N 330 330

adj. R2 0.950 0.948

6. HiLEFTREINL
6.1. &g

ARSI I ST PPN SR AR A R R R AUE NI B 2 5 B KT, 854 2012~2022 A HE 30
ANE GATBUX ST 1887 THTAR A, R P XL 5 280 A 7R R A 2080 7 A 7 o - 48 7 5 %o b B R 45 % 2 ) )
RAAT TIRNHT, W EE LRI

(1) Bt E XA AR SR A T BB EIESE R, X — 4R B FEAR R &= 5IA
T HAR G B e gl A R R 3 in 4 o) A8 B (AR g PR G0 AR SR T (2) B4 B mT LId Rt Pk 45 4 T
G, [HEIE PR HEX S BHEAR B (3) ST /R 1 T2 5t v [0 A1 B H 45 % (1 5 ) 52 34 b sk )
W . oot AR X S B R 3, B AT R IR IE IR ANV TR o 78 0 X S M A X AN,
FX OFDI ) Tk FE AR A PR

6.2. FEREIL

6.2.1. HEHFEE, REXEIBAE

AR, RE S X AR T A DT IAS ©RE R, (H i T XA i AT, S B
X B Ko R, R T BT LB I R . O T S R HER Sh BB A, i 2N
RN Je b X () B AR N, R AE 5G %S, ISR T & it EM A TR Sa. EX
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