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Abstract

The “use now, pay later” model is a novel consumption approach currently offered by multiple e-
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commerce platforms, enabling consumers to enjoy goods and services free of charge during the
shopping process before settling payments. Shortly after its introduction, this model prompted a
surge in consumer complaints. While the “use now, pay later” model undeniably streamlines pay-
ment processes, it has ushered in a host of complex consumer issues: the “one-click” consumption
model fosters detached shopping experiences, compromises consumer rights, increases repayment
pressures for low-income groups, and undermines fair pricing mechanisms. Marx’s theory of con-
sumption emerged from his profound research into political economy, grounded in a thorough anal-
ysis of the capitalist model. It clearly elucidates the relationship between production and consump-
tion, critically examines the capitalist consumption paradigm, and builds upon this foundation to
construct a consumption model for an ideal future society. This provides scientific guidance on so-
cialist consumption theory for China, currently in the primary stage of socialism, and contributes to
the sustainable research and development of novel consumption models in Chinese e-commerce. It
enables consumption to keep pace with the transformation of the times, further meeting the needs
of the people.
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