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Abstract

The modernization of rural governance is a crucial cornerstone for implementing the rural
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revitalization strategy. As a key link in the in-depth integration of the digital economy and rural
development, rural e-commerce has expanded its function from a single commodity circulation to
a comprehensive force driving the reform of the rural governance system. This study focuses on the
theoretical mechanisms and practical paths of rural e-commerce empowering the modernization of
rural governance. It systematically analyzes the internal operation logic from four dimensions: eco-
nomic foundation-driven, governance subject activation, digital technology embedding, and insti-
tutional rule innovation. Accordingly, it constructs a four-dimensional practical framework and re-
veals the selection of pathways applicable to differentiated contexts. At the same time, it identifies
challenges that may be encountered in the empowerment process, such as digital divide constraints,
unbalanced interest distribution, and governance rule adaptation issues, and puts forward targeted
policy recommendations. The research aims to provide theoretical support for local governments
to promote the in-depth integration of e-commerce and governance, and offer practical guidance
for grassroots organizations and villagers to participate in governance through digital platforms,
thereby effectively advancing the process of modernizing the rural governance system and govern-
ance capacity.
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