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Abstract

Against the background of the integration of digital and real economies, e-commerce platforms not
only facilitate resource allocation but also pose regulatory challenges due to monopolistic behaviors
and insufficient compliance. Traditional rigid law enforcement has limitations, including lagging re-
sponses and inhibiting innovation. Based on the Multiple Streams Theory, this paper selects typical
regulatory interview cases from 2015 to 2025, and analyzes the interaction and coupling mechanism
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of the problem stream, policy stream, and political stream. The study finds that: the manifestation
of platform monopoly, damage to consumers’ rights and interests, and regulatory lag constitute the
problem pressure; the policy community, international experience, and local pilots form a diversi-
fied supply of solutions; the strategic orientation of “strengthening anti-monopoly”, demands for
social equity, and adjustments in interest patterns provide political impetus, driving the transfor-
mation of regulation from ex post punishment to ex ante prevention. This paper reveals the evolu-
tionary logic of flexible regulatory tools, and provides insights for improving platform economy gov-
ernance and building a unified national market.
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Figure 1. The evolutionary logic of e-commerce platform regulation from the perspective of multiple streams
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Table 1. A comparison of regulatory practices among Europe, the U.S., and the UK
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