E-Commerce Letters ML Fj959¥i2, 2025, 14(11), 1289-1299 Hans X0
Published Online November 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ecl
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.14113562

dr S Il B F I B IR R
TOEEZRRIZNIZSQCASLIIE

BFELE, FaFT, 2H[H

YT TR, SUFE AR, Wi sl
LA BN B AR 2R, LRSS, Wil s

|
>

~
C
am

ks H B 20254F10H 12H s A B 20254F10H27H; KA HB: 20254E11H19H

wm B

HNMElE A B AL R IR A S B R AT, TBERN 5 B RS RGN KIER . A
FTOE (BiAR - AL - WL P EREAE, HR PGS E R K TOES AR H S .
BT 2495 /MBI AN 19924 W BiHE FINCAFIZI A QCARF R R T : 64N At BAShER AR R Fh /vl i
s /B R D E A, S8R /MIE S E/IER R E L ER K TOER F AASTER BB,
FUMElE VAR R P E RN RENRTFRARES - BUERH TS - ERBEER T LM
B LRt B SR AT R A S HE T ; A RAT ML/ MeE S B R I TOERT A S EEE R,
BABERMV USSR ERRIIANE, FHFEUMIZISE) - Bt - BUR#HES
KA, BARFEMMEF UK FRARTESEHNE.

E35: 45

HUNEE AN, e EEEL, TOE, 314 QCA

Driving Configurations for Digital
Transformation in Small and Medium
Manufacturing Enterprises: A Dynamic
QCA Empirical Study Based on the TOE
Framework

Xuebing Peng}, Yugqi Li?*, Yueling Liuz

1School of Economics and Management, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou Zhejiang
2School of Business Intelligence, Zhejiang Institute of Economic and Trade, Hangzhou Zhejiang

CHEREE

NXEG|H: Bk, W, XIIFE. NG S B T T R IRE RS — 4 TOE HEZRRBHZS QCA SZIE[)]. BT
%718, 2025, 14(11): 1289-1299. DOI: 10.12677/ecl.2025.14113562


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ecl
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.14113562
https://doi.org/10.12677/ecl.2025.14113562
https://www.hanspub.org/

>

Wi

=

~

g

Received: October 12, 2025; accepted: October 27, 2025; published: November 19, 2025

Abstract

The driving configuration of digital transformation of small and medium-sized manufacturing en-
terprises is dynamic, and the role of time effect and case effect needs to be considered at the same
time. Based on the TOE (Technology-Organization-Environment) framework and panel data, this study
explores the dynamic configuration effect of TOE in the digital transformation of small and medium-
sized manufacturing enterprises. Through NCA and dynamic QCA studies of 1992 observation data
of 249 small and medium-sized manufacturing enterprises, it is found that none of the six conditions
alone are necessary conditions for high/non-high digital transformation of small and medium-sized
manufacturing enterprises, and the TOE antecedents of high/non-high digital transformation of small
and medium-sized manufacturing enterprises appear in the form of configuration. Small and me-
dium-sized manufacturing enterprises show the advanced characteristics of digital technology-led,
policy-supported, and non-high policy support, and the antecedent configuration of digital infrastruc-
ture dominated by digital technology-led, policy-supported, and non-high policy support. There are
differences in the TOE antecedent configuration of digital transformation of small and medium-
sized manufacturing enterprises in different industries, capital-intensive enterprises are mainly
driven by dynamic capabilities, labor-intensive enterprises are mainly driven by dynamic capabili-
ties-digital infrastructure-policy support, and technology-intensive enterprises are mainly driven
by digital technology.
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i1l 3% A Ml B3 A B TRl R R A ARSI B 1) B A SR

AT RN, DB TR ZHOR(T). HE(0). FREE(E) A B (1) 25 & 45 & i [4].
Rlbk, 25 7gAE[1]. Jia %[3]. EMERESZIE[4]. 822524 [5]. N’Dri f1 Su ZE[6]5 JE 4R 1 Fh /IMfilidg £
W E A R R F SRS HAS o SR, X SR T3 AU 15 QCA i, HESRAFELE “RIRE X F
CRERREIAL” RIPR, BEZAL TR R B BT S Ak B A AL R R RO R 7], R EETE R
A — S BALEA R AR A ) 2 AGE M. ik, AFERSASE S S5H5Ls o, 5+
TRALER i B IRBALA 22 G B B
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AR ANSFAT ML /INEIE Ak B A R I AT LR A T 2257 2 DT B ook g ok, R
ZN2 QCA AT AR K #57- WK Eh A A5 A e R LR, BE R G itz 1 b /Il i 4k B A B R i) TOE
AT PR 2L 2 I 1) 4 P2 A0 S 491 4 2 4 3 AT A 5 FL S U0 AN [F) B AL B B TOE i[RI 2% A4
R — B R TRESE s B, I B AT U, SR AL 10 B T BRARAT b S5 o 11 ) S A4HE R A

2. HipHESR

ASCR AR A T e A R, Rl 7 s AR 55 Mk S5 dRe . LS M. R, 58
A AE T T BT AR SO AR B B 3 S SO T B e ot A2 2 7 A SR Ao A, Y W] DA Ak )
FLL 55, thr] DU AL BR8] 9 R GE T LK R 2, LLHK TOE HEZRAf N BB LA, ZAEZEAHIAR
A B =AYEE M, A RREIRE R, Pl 2 N T s AR R kAR BT
QBT BCHRSE 77 T KR 7E[9] [10].

21 HAREER

ANV E A R B TR BRI Je Al 2 75 THI AR 5[ 10] 0 AR SC 32 B4 M - AR P A
FHABOE P MR KA. BT HORIRH T, AR R ARM RS, WA TR, KRS
[L1)EFHARR N A R EF RS, BT B A o B Bt o itida SCRrer 4
AN FHANEIT, HEELRFRERNE T AR T EMAS[12], R0, CMESF ORI, By Sntid o fg
(U ERERE 2 IE[4], S22 25 [5]), AT REASZ (U N'Dri & Su [6])H/Mllid /b B A 4 R EE BT IA

2.2. tBRAE

CARER TE R B, B RE 1A AR i £ b 307 A 5 U 13] o B BE 74 Al B % BT 38 W 4k
FRGRIRIIRE 11, B AE RGN SMBIME R R ZUARIE, B ORFFA TS0 TS, BIERIRET). ERRE I
QUBTAE I = NEEZ[14]. R A B> NGt BN GE B [15]. Bk, 28
HSCHF A RO, Ky Ae e T R = [16] -

2.3. MEHEE

PAER TE AL, BRSO A T 4 s 772 A0 o /) 3 i Ml 207 A T ) 3 R BR R 3R [17]. 28K
WIF FE SCRFPBUR SCRER /N Al 807 A 3 A B AESN AR I [15] . 384 5 702 b B v (b B AU ) 2 — F 22
WRAIEAIER, Ab T TE 4 AT 10 Al B R R BB TR HOR DU S L SR PR LA A7 [18] 0 A TR 7L ks
BURIARR B A rh /N A Ml 52 3[R A7 X 58 4 IR A MR a0l i St e 24

L bR, ASCHYE TOE BISHELERAY, BAkunlE 1 B,
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Figure 1. The theoretical model of this study
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3. MRAEESHIENIE
3.1 MIRFG=E

AR B QCA 5 NCA ME & IR i1k, —Jiii, ##4& QCA RAJBIm A, ZH 1 I Ay
FAFALAS N, ToVEXS IR 5 I R ELA o A MU A M RE[19] . 5784 QCA ML, 354 QCA figfs
SO AR R AR R 2 [ AL AR ORI SRR 2R S T RO 55— 71T, NCA J7VERE R N E & AL M #EAT 70T, iR
AL BEEAT, TR I 52 TR L 2 RS R /N Je B, i SRS Bt b B SR AR R 7K T [20] o

3.2. BURFKIR

ARSCHET A ENIE M2 R AT 2012 WRATE 23 RbrdE, JEEL T E A /IR 7 i il s b A At
FIRTGo HEHL 2015~2022 - PIBAR TR AT, AFHREE IR T BRI O RN, i H At AR 5 AR s T E
AR P E AR & ER AR . HERR AT R AES) . &8 5. ST J*ST #x
WG, BRANT 249 FREAR M, 3k 1992 Z MM HHE .

33. TEME
331 ZRTE

AP A Y o A5 3 RARSE 2] BT 5T, SRS HYREAS A W] 2015~2022 4E4l h S HC7 AL A %
F18) 9% B U] L UL IR () ok S B ] A7 AE 75 PR R R )
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(1) BTFHEHARA. SHBEEF22)0M%, FHBTHEARSIR K HER RESE, RISk
B HAK I RE ST B4R bR

(2) B dEhhistiti. S5 N3] MM0E, RAEE, MAETER O A%, 1P4 ki3
SENMEb R R LEE TR

(3) BhA&REST o RHIMMREE[24] 00 &, MIRISCRE /7 (FF EERE A F NG E ) 3& SLRE ) (FF BERIE S BEAR

i PN bR HE ZE B DL =3 (0P ) R T RE 1 (FEFE IR R NSRRI A AR N 0L B = A
YR LR A AR bR

(4) AR, 2 IR FRT IR 2 (25 A, P Ay R AR 1 B AR 500 22

(5) BUKSCHF. % AT EF[S] ML, RS, BURFNUSFT I 7 BRI B H 3B AN 7
TR IR A FR b

(6) FarJE f1. R 2L R[S IS, 18 R Al 38 b 4 R 2 . A7 T8 % 2 DL S IR
T J) i 23X = TR bR SR A Fa
34. TERME

ZHCAMF[20], R EERHEEN R AA B AT R . AR A SO 7L R0 R AR T L, e e 4
$lg X TRARIE M) 75%. 50% [ 25%. T K 1.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics and calibration of variables

= 1 ZEMEEM GO AEE

A E AT ik gt Lydiid
YA PRfEZE  EME BAE mEAFEE TXE  wEeEE
R E TR 1.519 1.281 0 5.011 0 1.386 2.485
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B EARKH 6.402 32.550 0 553 0 0 2
Bep el 1127.373  565.035 28.690 2695974  674.904  1122.204 1 346.087
S BAHE S 0.235 0.075 0.004 0.649 0.189 0.236 0.278
Al FH AR 20.273 0.736 16.885 24.567 19.827 20.286 20.679
BUR X FF 0.360 0.041 0.049 0.535 0.334 0.356 0.382
SR 18531  167.411 -20.424 6 750.807 4.247 8.355 13.092

4. BIRDHTSTIELER
4.1 WEFHIH
1EEhZ QCA ST, ALBE MR HT Al A — B VA BEBE BRI, 092 2 M2 3 DR, 5 LRI 4 1

I — B EE T 0.9 [26], — BB B AERRAE N, RIS 25 NCA PP FRAE[27], LEMINANRTRIZ
PR AL BRI 4)0 HE— 2B MMV [20], b P SCRRX AN R (R 5).

Table 2. Necessary condition analysis (QCA)
= 2. QCA FAMW EX U ISR

B Y e TR
KRR Le— CAER A3t AN—2dE D88 ILEE Al -t AN—Hok
ik i3 WEEEER AR 8 #EE OMERRE B

BrEHAKAH 0799 0.627 0.013 0.190 0.735 0.519 0.037 0.222
~BFHARKAH 0387 0.619 0.091 0.635 0.472 0.678 0.037 0.571
Akt 0.655 0.647 0.211 0.587 0.497 0.442 0.309 0.635
~Hr Ak 0.435 0.49 0.369 0.698 0.603 0.611 0.285 0.603
AR 0.626 0.663 0.074 0.508 0.474 0.452 0.097 0.603
~BA&RE T 0.483 0.505 0.111 0.587 0.647 0.609 0.050 0.524
b AR 0.587 0.617 0.131 0.635 0.509 0.48 0.255 0.667
~{ b A 0.505 0.533 0.178 0.667 0.594 0.564 0.208 0.587
B S HF 0.628 0.667 0.188 0.540 0.464 0.444 0.235 0.619
~BUK R 0.476 0.497 0.258 0.651 0.652 0.612 0.138 0.524
RBHIES 0.57 0.596 0.329 0.540 0.57 0.544 0.299 0.492
~5ag k) 0.575 0.588 0.272 0.556 0.552 0.519 0.268 0.556

Table 3. Analysis of inter-group consistency and coverage for causal configurations exceeding 0.2 adjustment threshold
3. HE—BMIEEERKRT 0.2 MERESHWAEE —BMSBEENTER

EAy
2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
ZHiE—%: 0435 0491 0719 0.733 0743 0.718 0.736 0.593
HAEHE 067 0625 0605 0.605 0.626 0.646 0.678 0.747
N e ZHA—Fk 0705 0.613 0.392 0.346 0.321 0.344 0.323 0.525
RS g R i N
HIEEHE 042 0418 0453 0482 0508 0.55 0556 0.616
. - " 4HiE—%i: 0.266 0318 055 0.601 062 0618 0.614 0.494
3 Z R S~ 1) X
AP - R e 0545 0508 0489 046 0428 041 0377 0.401
~B R S~ B e s a3k 0.839  0.765 0.555 0.484 0.458 0.466 0.475 0.688
i) HEEHE 0663 0.654 0.676 0.628 0.593 0.549 0.546 0.522
s HiE—Ftk 0298 0421 0495 053 0547 0586 0.628 0.68
I T

HAE5E 0538 0583 0521 0492 045 0441 0431 0.451

oL FERA S

1 BB S By e R

(&)
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fHiE—F: 0785 0.679 0.604 056 0557 0535 0.491 0.437
MBS 0654 0631 0.606 056 0553 0521 0472 0.419
HiE—FPE: 071 0576 0547 0.467 0409 0.395 0411 0.393
MHmABEEE 0436 043 0469 048 0525 0.538 0.591 0.594
M —%E 0307 039 0414 0456 0548 0.541 0.573 0.583
HIEB%EE 0584 0536 0491 0443 0431 0.397 0.394 0.383
dHIE—3t 0.678 0678 0.62 0533 0.595 0592 0559 0.168
HREHE 0498 0512 0561 055 0592 0.646 0.627 0.709
fHia—Ft: 0466 0457 051 0581 0511 0524 0.545 0.887
MW 0484 0491 0537 0604 0.629 0.638 0702 0.63
HiE— Pt 0624 0622 0583 0591 0631 0596 0.653 0.192
HmAEEE 0608 059 0557 0567 0513 048 0.489 0.522
AR —%tt 0484 0486 054 0531 0499 0.561 0.502 0.893
HIEE%EE 0666 0654 0.6 0514 0502 0.503 0431 0.409

6 ~ A BN ~H T AL R

7 ~ R SRR R BT AR Y

8 WA R~ A e

9 S SRR

10 ~SEF Ik S SRR

11 SE IR ) S~ Y

12 ~5a gk 1 5~ g

Table 4. Analysis results of necessary conditions using the NCA method
2 4. NCA FEMWELE G IR

Stk e Ik Wi T BRIX i R () S
. - CR 100% 0.000 0.474 0.000 1.000
M BRRA CE 100% 0.000 0.474 0.000 1.000
CR 100% 0.000 0.949 0.000 0.285
B S B
- CE 100% 0.000 0.949 0.000 0.285
CR 100% 0.000 0.950 0.000 0.012
e
CE 100% 0.000 0.950 0.000 0.026
CR 100% 0.000 0.950 0.000 0.066
S ’
CE 100% 0.000 0.950 0.000 0.066
CR 100% 0.000 0.950 0.000 0.005
T
CE 100% 0.000 0.950 0.000 0.006
CR 100% 0.000 0.950 0.000 1.000
B4R
s CE 100% 0.000 0.950 0.000 1.000

e oa RHEEEIGESREEH. b.00<d<01: “fKFE”; 01<d<03: “HEKFE”; d>03: “HAKFE” .
c. NCA 43 #1741 i) B Huké 5 (permutation test, FEHi7k%r = 10000).

Table 5. Bottleneck analysis results using the NCA method
2 5. NCA F AR T s R

B BrsoRRM shdee lsEs sl Hoydbabehti Al BURSCHF

0 NN NN NN NN NN NN
10 NN NN NN NN NN NN
20 NN NN NN NN NN NN
30 NN NN NN NN NN NN
40 NN NN NN NN NN NN
50 NN NN NN NN NN NN
60 NN NN NN NN NN NN
70 NN NN NN NN NN NN
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80 NN NN NN NN NN NN
90 NN NN NN NN NN NN
100 NN 0.1 NN 0.2 0.1 0.3

vE: EHUCR 7iE4rHT, NN = AL,

4.2. FAFETSHFESES T

421 SCREGHR

FIH R S X FEAR BN A AR B AT ZAF S 7 i S RUAETFE[19], e G
— MG N 0.85, PRI —ZMERIME N 0.60, REIUSAERME 7 10, Bd /9 Hrah B WZE 6.

(1) /NG Ak = B A EE L TOE RIS

e AR P [F(S1)——LABIAS BE S NAZ O IR, AKFE 58 35 AT il B it S 4% BURSE 4+ Vi [
(S2)—— BN RE 1%L SR SRR sa g R 1L AE s ALY SRAIHT (S3)—— RIS 78 AV FUASE 32 PR 1%
N, BB ShAS e 1% 5 BUR SRS

Table 6. TOE configurations for high/non-high digital transformation in small and medium manufacturing enterprise
6. FuhEIE R S/AES R F LR TOE RIEETS

Py R | ~ B AT
M4 S1 HA S2 A5 S3 45 S4 HAs S5
BFHARH ° . .
By Ient ¥t . ® °
AR . o o ® ®
A AR ® ® U
BURCRE o . ® ®
RS . .
— 3 0.815 0.812 0.824 0.795 0.808
Gk oA 0.387 0.214 0.188 0.235 0.085
P — 78 25 0.166 0.017 0.016 0.199 0.049
H A —BCPER E B 0.034 0.034 0.080 0.067 0.097
2H Py — SO R 0.317 0.270 0.254 0.381 0.365
SR —ErE 0.796 0.792
RN 0.449 0.284

Hi

E: “o” BRI MAHE, “Q7 Rt Lk R, “o7 RRUGHFKMAE, “Q KRG HF MK, =
FAARERAZ KA AT A7 AE B AT A AEAE

4.22. BRI
IR HE A . PRI BRI SREUSE I 7 BT R AR 56 . 25 R ], SR EA T, &
S DA SRR — SO AN 78 S5 R R AW Ak . A, AWFFR 458 A fafd k.

4.3. HHEFER

HEAT ALIA) 25 52 B o] LA BE AL S5 QCA 734 AR TR) 5 [X., 5% 4 M T 5090 76 ) TR 4 B2 _E 23 B7 (KR 2 [28]
2 n, 2015~2022 4, 5 2500 PRI ZH A 2H 1a) —Fetk K7 0.7~0.9 Al 5, ZH7 S4 B4R — S
2022 SEGRAR T IR FAET 0.7, Ui HILELE I 8 208
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A7SS1 —e—4H7SS2 H7RS3 —W— 7SS4 —i— ZH7SS5

Figure 2. Changes in inter-group consistency of TOE configurations for high/non-high dig-
ital transformation in small and medium manufacturing enterprises

2. puhBIER I S/AES B F AL A TOE BIRASHYAE —H 1 EL

N T B35 a3 M v /NS Al B A YY) TOE AT TE 8 4RI AL, ZHCABE[7], Kkt
AR PR TS I RIEHAT IR e I AR LA 7,

Table 7. Sufficiency analysis results for different digital transformation stages
F71. TEIHFHELMENTR S ESER

. BT WAL REHFAL
WA Hla A HID A Ha ib ﬁSa HHSb YA Ha
HFHEARKH . . . . . . °
B FERE Bt ® ° ° ® ° ®
BAEE S ° ® ® ® . o
Ak AR . ® . . ® .
N2 = ° ° ° ° ° ° ®
SR ® . ® ® ®
— 3 0.838 0.816 0.785 0.881 0.8 0.858 0.825
i 0.138 0.145 0.103 0.089 0.096 0.084 0.187
WE— 7 55 FE 0.041 0.081 0.049 0.037 0.044 0.029 -
2H B — BRI R PR S 0.121 0.161 0.168 0.164 0.121 0.154 0.141
HAN—FE RIS 0.137 0.153 0.179 0.146 0.187 0.203 0.293
MR —E 0.795 0.782 0.825
KA TR 0.266 0.24 0.187

BT BT B AEBCRSCRF I A1 T, Al SR B BOR BT 54T BR ) BE 77 SRR
B, SCIUFRBR . TR  BOT R DY BORSCR S ECTBOR BT B “ XU IR 7, i Pl
AR BIRAL A (USSR Bt A AR BBl RE77), HEBHFALE FER 1L SRR BOTES . 4
MpARFTE A Ky S Atk Bt 5 AR LS, S AR AR B S A AR PRI, e RS P B A E
BRI

A RE (R 2 AR AE TR LR R A R B 1 R AKEh 77, 5 Al i i A% o B R B2 R 5 5K
MIEh SR E VIR . WIHIZ OB BARNFIEGS,  WKEh A B R AT PRI R, Al R A
FEF I AR PFARATE s IR LIk N B IR B 42, BB 77 BAR Jo A BEIRSR IR 5 VA 1k
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= S L N AR, BORAE B B D8 i W IR S 5 KBS AR R OBk iz g B A
S EEN, IXBh 7 AS 5 e B A A B AR AR S P AR A RN, R B, VAR S B LA S
CIERZSHi0E G S -
4.4, tHRER

HEAT ZH N 45 S 40 HT AT AR A5 B R 85 L S R AR H SR 1 B TS AP AE MR (BERD) B[ 25]. 3R T4
25 S1 FZHAS S2 W4 — B AR AL TS I o

OO e I - . 1.001% o's e oy v o oo
. te . . .0.0 R * LA ¢ - .
. - . g .... . . :. . ) . R . R .
075 e o ° * . »* " ors] o e e . .
= o . . . . B . . . . . G
. be e . . o . . u® AN
. . . C b . .
8 P o e
€ 0.50 ¢ . . D .o * o« .
@ . “ P s, % 0.50 L. . . . ‘
= ¢ c . o ° d
Q M . S . =] M .
&) .o . . L. O - . .
0.25 . R . . - . . . 025 ¢ P o e .
. * . . . o?® ¢ ¢
0.00 1 0.00 1
O T O O D I R R AR
Clusters Clusters
(8) 4l s1 (b) 414 S2

ORIKIUE:  HY RStudio AR AL

Figure 3. Within-group consistency distribution of configuration S1 and configuration S2
[& 3. 487 S1 Fi4A%s S2 AN —BM 2%

N T BE— SR FEAFRAT W I rh/ i b B A B R TOE BT ZE R, K aREAR T B4
A 57 B AR EOR S A b =M SRR 7 AIBEAT SR A S T BT Bl s R I 8.

Table 8. Analysis results of TOE configurations for digital transformation in small and medium manufacturing enterprises by

industry type
Fz 8. AEITA B /N FIE R B F B TOE RIEES S ER
S AN it 57 ) 2 AT HR AR
Ala Alb  A2a A2 B1 C1 C2 C3a C3b
B AFH ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° °
7 H A A . ° . ® . Q ®
HAREST L4 ® o o °
Al R o . ® ®
B SCRF D ® . o .
TEEES ® ® . . ° ®
— 8t 0.844 0837 0.823 0.847 0.872 0.794  0.849 0.805 0.783
7 5 0.164 0165 0.137 0.089 0.44 0457  0.234 0.164 0.127
ME— R 0.004 0.035 0.055 0.044 - 0.179  0.032 0.042 0.014
HE—FE AR 0107 0.080  0.094  0.097 0.027 0.114  0.080 0.091 0.104
HA—FPEEIEE 0236 0227 0256 0.217 0.231 0.252  0.208 0.197 0.197
SR —EE 0.825 0.872 0.772
SR TR 0.334 0.44 0.57
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N0

2T E

g

PEACEE SR T T PR AL A 7T DOMRHE 9 3h A5 RE 0 29 T BT BORR SRS L. FEARSEF I h, 528
Ko i it 5 58 2h 2 A5 A8 L IR KB H R B FH (Ala R ALb)s 7E S se R 5E R, BhASRE I RREL SRR
JS2FH BARARN 524 [ 73 (A2a A1 A2b) T AT 4135+, B RE IR AR BRI S RUAE R K Ay, JEAtiis it 5 BOR
WPy ELAMESRAL f . 55 Bl SR T T DR A S N BUER — JEA BHE Bl R (B L) 78 55 70 UK SO 5 v 3 Ay
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