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Abstract

The rise of live-streaming e-commerce has reshaped commodity circulation paradigms and consumer
ecosystems while posing significant challenges to the applicability of traditional civil liability systems.
The core controversy centers on the multifaceted legal identity of livestream hosts, who simultane-
ously assume roles as advertising endorsers, product publishers, sellers, and manufacturers during
transactions. This dual identity has led to inconsistent standards for determining their civil liabili-
ties in judicial practice. Through normative analysis and typological research methods, this paper
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systematically deconstructs livestream hosts’ legal status under diversified business models, clari-
fies their intricate legal relationships with consumers, merchants, and platforms, and proposes a
set of liability differentiation rules based on identity recognition and behavioral characteristics.
The study argues that understanding the dynamic transition paths of livestream hosts’ identities
and corresponding liability principles is crucial for resolving current judicial dilemmas, protecting
consumer rights, and promoting industry standardization.
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