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Abstract

The rise of live e-commerce has reshaped consumption patterns and blurred the traditional bound-
aries between production and consumption. Grounded in Marx’s labor theory of value and informed
by digital labor and “prosumer” theories, this study offers a systematic analysis of the labor attrib-
utes embedded in user interactions within Douyin livestreams. Through algorithmic mechanisms
and task-based incentives, platform capital transforms behaviors such as liking, commenting, shar-
ing, and viewing time into unpaid digital labor. The resulting data are systematically commodified,
turning users into unwitting value producers within consumer contexts. This process is character-
ized by the gamification of labor, the datafication of products, and the algorithmic organization of
work, leading to a structural imbalance between value creation and appropriation. An exploration
of four dimensions—user subjectivity enhancement, platform algorithm governance, industry eth-
ical norms, and regulatory innovation—illuminates the governance pathways necessary for build-
ing a fairer digital ecosystem.
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