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Abstract

With the continuous advancement of network information technology, the e-commerce industry
has demonstrated vigorous development trends. Against the backdrop of the e-commerce economy,
virtual property—emerging as a novel form of assets—has entered public awareness, making the
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protection of users’ virtual property a critical issue in this field. Article 127 of the Civil Code explic-
itly incorporates online virtual property into the scope of legal protection, granting it legal status.
This marks the first response to online virtual property at the legislative level in China's civil law,
addressing a gap in this area to some extent. Article 38, Paragraph 2 of the E-commerce Law of the
People’s Republic of China stipulates, for the first time, the obligations of e-commerce platforms,
such as qualification reviews and security assurance. However, due to the generalized nature of the
legal provisions, detailed regulations on the legal attributes, ownership, identification standards,
and inheritance methods of virtual property are lacking, thereby making it difficult to resolve such
disputes in practical judicial proceedings. Given the increasing importance of virtual property in
daily life and the nascent stage of its legal protection in China, this paper focuses on the issues in the
civil law protection of virtual property and proposes feasible recommendations.
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