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Abstract

This paper employs embedded governance theory as its analytical framework. Through a case study
of rural e-commerce development in Dushan County, Guizhou Province, it systematically examines
the practical logic and underlying mechanisms by which grassroots governments promote high-
quality rural e-commerce development. Research findings reveal that grassroots governments have
constructed a multi-layered, systematic governance framework through four pathways: political
embedding, relational embedding, structural embedding, and resource embedding. At the political
level, they achieve policy transmission and institutional innovation; at the relational level, they cul-
tivate collaborative networks among diverse stakeholders; at the structural level, they optimize
service systems and industrial chain layouts; and at the resource level, they strengthen factor inte-
gration and capacity building. These four dimensions mutually support and synergize, collectively
propelling rural e-commerce from “external blood transfusion” to “endogenous blood generation”.
Dushan County’s practice demonstrates that embedded governance not only serves as an effective
pathway for grassroots governments to adapt to digital rural governance demands but also offers
new perspectives on understanding the interactive relationship between government, market, and
society. This study provides theoretical references and practical insights for optimizing rural e-
commerce governance strategies and promoting rural revitalization.
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