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Abstract

“Big data-enabled price discrimination” is a new form of price discrimination in the platform econ-
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omy, where businesses utilize algorithmic technology to implement personalized pricing for con-
sumers. Its essence lies in the abuse of algorithmic power, which severely infringes upon consumers’
legitimate rights and interests, such as the right to know and the right to fair trading, and poses
serious challenges to the existing legal regulatory framework. This paper aims to explore the paths
for improving the legal regulation of “big data-enabled price discrimination”. Firstly, the paper pro-
vides a legal characterization of the practice. Secondly, it systematically reviews and analyzes the
current legal regulatory system, finding that although multiple laws can be invoked, each has sig-
nificant limitations. In response to these challenges, this paper proposes specific improvement
paths. These include: at the legislative level, strengthening specialized legislation and establishing
a preemptive regulatory mechanism centered on algorithmic transparency and accountability; at
the judicial level, facilitating judicial relief channels and protecting user rights by optimizing the
burden of proof and clarifying the components of infringement; at the collaborative level, enhancing
coordination and integration among different legal departments to form a synergistic regulatory
force encompassing antitrust, consumer protection, price regulation, and personal information
protection. The ultimate goal is to achieve effective governance of “big data-enabled price discrim-
ination” and promote the healthy and equitable development of the platform economy.
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