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Abstract

With the rapid development of the current online live-streaming industry, tipping in live streams
has become the core revenue model for platforms and streamers. However, the legal nature of such
tipping has always been a focal point of debate between academia and practice, and the rulings on
related disputes often vary for the same case due to differences in legal characterization. Existing
theories often fall into the misconception of single-attribute recognition and fail to fully capture the
complexity of tipping behavior. This article constructs a typified classification system centered on
the purpose of tipping. Regular consumer-oriented tipping should be recognized as an online ser-
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vice contract, where the services provided by the streamer and the users’ tips constitute reciprocal
consideration. Tipping for special purposes should be characterized as a gift contract, where the
user has no expectation of consideration. Meanwhile, for special scenarios such as underage tipping,
tipping with illicit funds, and conditional tipping, it is necessary to refine the rules of characteriza-
tion by considering aspects such as the eligibility of the parties, the legality of the funds, and the
stipulated obligations, in order to clarify the rights, obligations, and boundaries of liability for all
parties involved.
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