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Abstract

With the deepening application of algorithms on e-commerce platforms, algorithmic price discrimi-
nation has evolved into a mainstream market pricing strategy. This approach provides personalised
dynamic pricing by leveraging big data and artificial intelligence technologies to precisely assess the
willingness of consumers to pay. Although this practice enhances platform operational efficiency and
market competitiveness, it has also intensified concerns regarding fairness. The core issue lies in
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how algorithmic price discrimination undermines consumers’ rights to informed choice, fair trans-
actions, and control over their personal information. This paper adopts a legal perspective to reveal
the legal attributes of algorithmic price discrimination on e-commerce platforms and explore regu-
latory pathways. The article first clarifies the concept of algorithmic price discrimination and its op-
erational mechanisms, subsequently highlighting challenges within the current legal framework.
These include difficulties in classification and regulatory lag when addressing this highly technical,
opaque new practice. Ultimately, this paper constructs a multi-tiered governance system integrating
algorithmic transparency, ex ante regulation, platform self-discipline, and consumer collaborative
participation. This framework seeks to ensure the sustainable development of e-commerce plat-
forms while safeguarding consumers’ legitimate rights and interests.
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