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Abstract

Since the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) came into force in 2022, it has
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injected strong momentum into cross-border trade in services in the Asia-Pacific region. China's
service trade import and export volume has been increasing continuously. However, small and me-
dium-sized service enterprises are generally confronted with problems such as lagging digital
transformation and insufficient adaptation to RCEP rules. This paper analyzes the opportunities for
SME:s to develop cross-border trade in services under the RCEP framework, including trade facilita-
tion, resource allocation optimization, digital transformation, and international talent introduction.
It also identifies the challenges they face, such as intensified market competition, increased compli-
ance risks, higher requirements for service innovation, and a shortage of digital talents. On this ba-
sis, targeted differentiated digital strategies are proposed for SMEs with different levels of digital
maturity. Meanwhile, an external support system is constructed with the coordinated efforts of the
government, industrial parks, and industry associations, aiming to help SMEs enhance their inter-
national competitiveness.
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