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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the deep integration between the digital economy and the rural revitaliza-
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tion strategy, rural e-commerce has become a vital driving force for agricultural transformation and

the achievement of common prosperity. Taking the “digital divide” as the analytical perspective,

this paper systematically examines the developmental dilemmas of rural e-commerce in relation to

policy systems, platform mechanisms, and actor capabilities. The study finds that disparities in dig-

ital infrastructure, the intensification of platform-capital logic, and differences in digital literacy
among business actors collectively shape the marginalization and dependency characteristics of ru-

ral e-commerce. In response to these challenges, the paper proposes three policy recommendations:
first, to improve the policy support system and consolidate the institutional foundations for the sus-

tainable development of rural e-commerce; second, to regulate platform operations so as to opti-

mize market competition and resource allocation; and third, to strengthen capacity building to fos-

ter the endogenous driving forces of rural e-commerce. Through the coordinated advancement of
institutions, platforms, and actor capabilities, rural e-commerce can be transformed from a factor-

driven model to one characterized by institutional-capability synergy, thereby promoting inclusive

and sustainable rural development under the digital economy.
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