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Abstract
As an important sector in the era of the digital economy, e-commerce live streaming has played a
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significant and positive role in stimulating market vitality, promoting flexible employment, and
supporting rural revitalization, while also providing entirely new market opportunities for small
and medium-sized merchants and producers in remote areas. Against this backdrop, based on Marx’s
theory of alienation, this article proposes the core concept of “digital-emotional fetishism” and sys-
tematically analyzes the alienation phenomena emerging in the rapidly developing e-commerce live
streaming industry. The study reveals that under capital logic and algorithmic control, platforms,
streamers, and consumers experience triple alienation: platforms depend on algorithmic operation,
streamers’ creative labor is alienated into disciplined “digital labor”, and consumers’ leisure and
decision-making are transformed into productive “prosumer” behaviors. Genuine social relation-
ships are distorted into utilitarian data exchanges. To address these challenges, the article proposes
governance pathways from three dimensions: institutional regulation, platform responsibility, and
subject awareness, including restructuring data property rights, promoting ethical algorithms, and
enhancing digital literacy, aiming to rebuild human subjectivity and provide theoretical guidance
for the standardized development and sustainable prosperity of the industry.
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