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Abstract

In the current era when life-sharing social platforms are booming, platforms represented by
Xiaohongshu have built a complete ecosystem from social interaction to consumption decision-
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making. Social connection serves as the cornerstone for realizing commercial value on these plat-
forms, with “weak-tie interactions” being a common communication scenario. Based on this, from
the perspective of strong and weak ties, this study employs in-depth interviews to explore the evo-
lution mechanism of trust in the process of “weak-tie interactions” and the mediatized manifesta-
tions of trust within social platforms. The research aims to provide insights for the long-term devel-
opment of social platforms. The findings indicate that weak-tie socialization is a low-frequency yet
essential need among contemporary young people, with trust being a critical factor determining the
strength of relationships during interactions. Additionally, the study identifies three mediatized
manifestations of trust: non-essential trust, event-based trust, and experiential trust. The conclu-
sion drawn is that clarifying the trust mechanisms and their manifestations in weak-tie interactions
can help social platforms optimize their social functions, maintain user relationships, and achieve
a balanced development of commercial and social value.
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