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Abstract

With the rapid development of the e-commerce live streaming industry, online shopping via live
streams has become a “universal window” for consumers. However, the problem of false advertising
through “scripted” live stream marketing has become increasingly prominent. In such live streams,
merchants or influence employ designed scripts involving fabricated personas, price fraud, fake in-
ventory, false product reviews, and deceptive endorsements—all presented through dramatized
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performances—to induce consumer purchases. This form of false advertising is characterized by
concealment, coordination, and strong misleading effects, marking a significant departure from tra-
ditional modes of deception. It not only infringes upon consumers’ right to know and right to fair
trade, but also undermines fair market competition. This paper identifies “scripted” false advertis-
ing as possessing threefold legal attributes—as a form of commercial advertising, unfair competi-
tion, and infringement upon consumer rights. By analyzing the existing regulatory framework un-
der the Advertising Law, the Anti-Unfair Competition Law, the Consumer Rights Protection Law, and
related administrative regulations, this study highlights current issues such as ambiguous legal ap-
plicability and deficiencies in regulatory mechanisms. To address these challenges, the paper pro-
poses improvement strategies from both the legal application and supervisory management per-
spectives.
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