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Abstract

With the development of the digital economy, the traditional “notice-and-takedown” mechanism
has proven inadequate in addressing the massive and concealed copyright infringements occurring
within platforms. As internet service providers, e-commerce platforms should undertake reasona-
ble, ex-ante copyright filtering obligations. The article begins by analyzing the divergent views
within academia, then systematically demonstrates the legitimacy of imposing such obligations on
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platforms through multiple dimensions, including the recalibration of interests, technical feasibil-
ity, the need to improve existing rules, and cost-benefit analysis. In constructing the legal pathway,
the article provides a solid foundation for incorporating filtering obligations within the existing le-
gal framework by advocating for a purposive expansion of the concepts of “necessary measures”
and “knowing or having reason to know” under the E-Commerce Law and other relevant regulations.
Finally, the paper proposes that the determination of filtering obligations should adhere to a differ-
entiated approach, taking into comprehensive consideration factors such as platform scale, tech-
nical capability, types of infringement, filtering accuracy, and appeal mechanisms, thereby estab-
lishing a balanced framework that accommodates copyright protection, industrial development,
and user rights.
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