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Abstract

Agricultural product e-commerce is often regarded as an effective means to address the challenge
of increasing farmers’ income. However, its actual role extends far beyond a simple channel replace-
ment. This paper argues that e-commerce is essentially a complex mechanism with dual effects of “em-
powerment” and “deconstruction”, restructuring the connection between smallholder farmers and
the market through three pathways: information empowerment, relationship reconfiguration, and
skill transition. The study finds that this process is inherently marked by structural contradictions
such as the widening digital divide, intensified value chain dependency, and the distortion of policy
incentives. The income-boosting effect of e-commerce on farmers does not occur spontaneously but
depends on a collaborative governance system that balances efficiency and fairness. Ultimately,
whether farmers can truly share in the dividends of the digital economy hinges on the construction
of an inclusive digital ecosystem centered on human modernization.
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