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Abstract

In the digital economy era, e-commerce platforms have become the core domain for data production,
circulation, and value-added. As a new production factor, data’s commodification process is deeply
intertwined with the capital accumulation logic of e-commerce platforms, giving rise to data exploi-
tation at the cost of user privacy. Meanwhile, through the interaction between data technology and
consumerist culture, e-commerce platforms transform users into dual carriers of data producers
and consumption symbols, creating dual dilemmas of privacy alienation and consumption alienation.
Based on Marxist labor value theory, alienation theory, and commodity fetishism theory, this paper
analyzes the realization mechanism of data commodification and manifestations of privacy alienation
through the latest practices of e-commerce platforms. It reveals the intrinsic connection between
data exploitation and consumerist culture while exploring reconstruction paths for data justice and
consumption rationality. The study demonstrates that data commodification essentially represents
platform capital’s exploitation of users’ unpaid labor, while privacy alienation represents a new form
of human essence alienation in the digital age. Consumerist culture further amplifies the impact of
data exploitation. Only by adhering to Marxist theory as guidance, through institutional regulation,
technological innovation, and cultural reshaping, can we achieve the dialectical unity of digital econ-
omy and human liberation.
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