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Abstract

With the rapid advancement of digital technologies, the internet economy has become the core en-
gine driving global economic growth. E-commerce, as the central platform of this digital economy, is
profoundly transforming traditional transaction models. E-commerce contracts, serving as legal
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bonds that maintain online transaction order, have their entire lifecycle—from creation and effec-
tiveness to performance—deeply integrated with network technologies, exhibiting distinct charac-
teristics such as virtuality, immediacy, and cross-regional nature. These features not only break the
spatiotemporal constraints of traditional transactions and enhance efficiency, but also give rise to
new legal disputes, posing significant challenges to conventional contract law systems. The succes-
sive promulgation of the “E-Commerce Law of the People’s Republic of China” (hereinafter referred
to as the “E-Commerce Law”) and the “Supreme People’s Court’s Provisions on Several Issues Con-
cerning the Application of Law in the Trial of Online Consumer Dispute Cases (I)” (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the “Online Consumer Dispute Provisions”) has provided fundamental legal frameworks
for resolving e-commerce contract disputes. However, practical issues such as ambiguous electronic
signature validity, abuse of standard terms, and unclear liability determination still frequently oc-
cur, hindering the healthy development of the internet economy. Therefore, systematic research on
legal issues related to e-commerce contracts in the digital economy and the improvement of relevant
legal regulations hold significant theoretical and practical importance for protecting the legitimate
rights and interests of transaction parties, maintaining online transaction order, and promoting
high-quality development of the digital economy.
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