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Abstract

Under the background of the deep integration of the digital economy and the rural revitalization
strategy, the rapid development of agricultural product e-commerce has spawned the new employ-
ment form of “digital agriculture-commerce”, providing an important career transformation chan-
nel for the migrant worker group. This study focuses on the micro-process of migrant workers’ trans-
formation from “traditional migrant work” to “digital agriculture-commerce”, aiming to explore the
evolutionary path of their digital literacy and its structural impact on income quality. Based on in-
depth interviews and participatory observations with 15 transformed migrant workers, qualitative
research methods were adopted for data analysis. The research findings are as follows: 1) The trans-
formation of migrant workers’ digital literacy follows a three-stage evolutionary model of “tool ap-
plication — contextual adaptation — value innovation”, showing the active characteristics of moving
from passive acceptance to active creation. 2) Their income quality has achieved a structural leap
from a single economic income to a composite development benefit covering “income level, stability,
growth, and security”. 3) The transformation process is driven by three factors: individual agency,
social capital, and the platform institutional environment, while also facing structural obstacles such
as digital skill gaps, lack of social security, and dependence on platform algorithms. The integrated
“literacy-transformation-income” model constructed in this study deepens the understanding of the
mechanisms of human capital appreciation and livelihood improvement under new employment forms,
and provides theoretical basis and practical implications for building a systematic policy frame-
work to support the high-quality employment of migrant workers.
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