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Abstract

The “Silk Road E-commerce” international cooperation is a significant measure to actively promote
economic and trade cooperation under the “Belt and Road Initiative” in the new era, providing an
important opportunity for partner countries to enhance their international competitiveness in
trade in services. Based on panel data from 159 countries worldwide from 2008 to 2023, this paper
constructs a difference-in-differences model to empirically examine the impact of “Silk Road E-com-
merce” international cooperation on the international competitiveness of trade in services. The
study finds that “Silk Road E-commerce” international cooperation can significantly enhance the
international competitiveness of trade in services in partner countries. Heterogeneity results indi-
cate that “Silk Road E-commerce” international cooperation has a more pronounced promoting ef-
fect on the international competitiveness of trade in services in developing countries and countries
with closer institutional distances. Mechanism tests reveal that “Silk Road E-commerce” interna-
tional cooperation can enhance the international competitiveness of trade in services in partner
countries by increasing their level of openness in trade in services. The conclusions of this paper
provide empirical evidence for promoting the expansion of “Silk Road E-commerce” international
cooperation with high quality.
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Table 1. Variable name and meaning
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics of main variables

#* 2. EETEMmAMERIT

AR AIK AL AE H{E bRtz /ME BOKE
RCA 2495 2.018 0.866 0.0261 4.26
DID 2542 0.0566 0.231 0 1
eco 2464 8.581 1.445 5.569 11.61
mkt 2512 16.1 1.709 11.14 21.08
urb 2512 58.41 22.38 10.12 100
une 2512 5.842 5.415 0 36
gov 2512 14.42 7.412 0 50.84
fin 2512 45.07 44.42 0 255
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Table 3. Benchmark regression results
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Figure 1. Parallel trend test
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Figure 2. Placebo test
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Table 4. DML test results
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Table 5. Heterogeneity test results of national development level and institutional distance
5 ERLZREEMNFIERSRRMEEEER

B KK R Gl
A IR E 5K RIEE K Bt B
(1) RCA (2) RCA (3) RCA (4) RCA
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Table 6. Test results of the service trade opening mechanism
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