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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the “dual carbon” goals and the deepening penetration of capital logic into
the ecological sphere, green e-commerce packaging—as a complex market phenomenon—involves
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strategies and consumer responses that are far from neutral technological issues. This paper intro-
duces a Marxist political economy critique perspective, employing commodity symbolic value, con-
sumer alienation, and metabolic rupture as core theoretical lenses to conduct a demystification
analysis of green packaging practices. It reexamines how green packaging is shaped by capital into
asymbol bearing “environmental” meaning, explores the extent to which consumer pursuit of green
packaging constitutes alienated consumption compensating for “labor alienation,” and dissects the
fundamental predicament of this strategy attempting to repair “disrupted metabolic processes” un-
der capital’s logic of infinite value accumulation. Through critical interpretations of industry cases,
this paper aims to reveal the profound contradictions between capital and ecology inherent in green
packaging strategies. It offers a theoretical framework grounded in historical materialism that
transcends superficial appearances to understand green consumerism, while warning against the
ideological functions underlying corporate practices.
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Figure 1. Theoretical analysis framework of ‘green packaging strategy—consumer
awareness mechanism—behavioral response’
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