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Abstract

As the digital economy continues to deepen, data assets are increasingly pivotal to firms’ ability to
build and sustain core competitiveness. Using a sample of Chinese A-share listed companies from
2014 to 2024, this paper develops a metric of corporate data assets and evaluates their effects on
firm value as well as the underlying channels. The evidence suggests that: (1) Data assets, on the
whole, significantly enhance firm value, but their value effect is nonlinear—positive in sign yet char-
acterized by diminishing marginal returns. (2) data assets further enhance firm value by stimulating
corporate innovation; and (3) data assets strengthen firm value by improving cost efficiency—reduc-
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ing costs while boosting operational effectiveness. These results add robust empirical support to
the value realization of data assets and offer practical implications for corporate data governance
and policymaking.
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I AE LR EARAE S Z IR AN T IR 5 I0EHE , 4 J032: [ B 40 52 7= 16 2 KRR b BAT RREBOR 1 TR BB
FEART R 26 AR 2 H BR300 s 255 o7 338 ik 5 i)

BT, ARSCUL “HE B A A A E LB AR 7 N O TR, JE T 2014~2024 R E A
T E AR CSCAR R AV B B R AR AR, RS IR EE B A A i s S AR LD, O
TE IR b3t — 2525 SR AR B P N (BSOS A2 B AR AR R I BRI, BB AE B2 000 8 7 A 15 B e Tk
BE A MV AM AR RIS, 8 s A 850 B FE B e do 2 v P B R A AR, Sy i 5000 7 38 5 e R X il
FE TSR B L AT 6 (0 2 38R 5 BUR JE 7R

2. 3CEKE
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PREIFRAE, IO FLEAT SEBR B 37 55 FLAE A 7 I R rh ol S B2 slRp A Y — SR L B, mT 57 v 8dle
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Hla: $dfs 587 A 18T il i -

Hib:  Hodls 537 X i Ml A (0 RN A7 120 B S i 32 9 PO R AL o
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WRR 2N, Bl B FE 70 T R A B T BB i e 2 JB R R, VRS 5 AR IR R
PESCHE S JEMTHE H SE G T HH™ i SR S5 (2410 S BRI, RO o trid e e Rl 55 R Hh (9 R AR
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2710 65 2, BHEBRE TIPS AT DABESR SChF Ry SR — 2 3a 8 A vy DU AR e R, 7] 52 ) 2
PEII TR R R R, AR T IR IR R U R R, IS B R (O A B PR AR 4 T,
AV AN A BIIE R B R SR . B SRS R BN, T N s B i Al BOA B s s E R,
1o PR 7 A e AR AN SRR (32 T AR [ 28] A2 AP G BTN, AT SR IR 37 BN 5 il A B A e R
W IR, R IEE (A7 ORI 3 B Aolk DUSE A (O F N 5 22 07 i A AR 55, PRI H P S g A
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4. FRET
4.1. BIEFKIR

WA R AR RO IR A B BT AR, HEEA 2013 FRMNREEE oF IR, Bk ZE 4l
FHURTE H s 278 BB 5] N\ FRi8 FI A 517, Bl 2 1 SR FOB00E 98 7= A0 o0 (5 B et H A F | L B3,
HHAFE— MW G2, BT DAREA IR 52 4 2014~2024 4F. T REE bR . SRR A
5 ST (F*#ST)EL PT RAS AWk v] REXTBF 7038 BURFIRFE AR S5 AR 0B IR T80, WOREX A BEA I B, R
FTE AR AT TR0 1%/KFRI48 RACEE, B9 3) 28,021 MMIME. B f SR Igiti g LA
P2 #5 AR R A5 5 CSMAR £d /%

4.2. BEEN

4.2.1. KEBRTE

A E(TQ). H T 55 iU e AR I ML 55 BAR A RE 1, TCIR R M A E, Rt A
BRI Q A E TR, HEARXN “WH” 5 “W Mt - TREP 5 - s
Z .

4.2.2. RBETE

HAR T (DA) o AR SCHE T SCARYZ IR R Al B8 55 7= AT A 2 . 3R THB bR 1 % P 5 78 56
M, fEREARFFCHESS EAERE— 01k B, CEEZREREIS . TS AZE., kA, %7
WAL P A A B RN RL, M ECR SATIEREE ;. R, DL “f5RE7 “MI%” “H” “4
W7 LR, BB Word2Vec 1] [ SRR I 45 A IR FE 2 S T IE AT IR XA e, RS B+
T AR PR R ARSI AR AR R SR B B BT A R AR R SR, Gert AR R AR R
M BRI, H LR A b B0 55 7= (DAY AR ERAS &, I DU WA b 35008 08 7= (1 S A4 K. b
HUEBR, R 5 7= K e

RS 8 AR A R TS A R E AL B B, A SO N = e b A K S R G AR 2
(PKU_DFIIC), F¥s A% by Mt Fr e 2 17 - F A0 3E AT ISR . % DA 5 PKU_DFIIC fIAHCYESE N4k
RS, % 1 KU DA SHIXEFEGFREUT E IEMSC, UUHZIR bR R & A s Ve KE
T — e R e s

Table 1. External validity test
F 1. MR E AR

PKU_DFIIC DA
PKU_DFIIC 1.000
DA 0.284*** 1.000

423. BHITE

FEF AL B IR I b, AR N ALV SR 5 A mVR BRI 7 T H R, B IR SE PR E AT g
AP ANAB R IR o A %5 BEA SCRRIB0E, BF 78 x4 WS (Size) . A Rl #S (List age). 5577 it
i (Lev). &k ¥ P2 I 25 2 (Roa) « L4131 i (Cashflow) « BN K 2 (Growth) . &L %3 77 J& 5% 2K (Ato)
M7 FE LB (Indep)~ 1111 23 35 % LAl (Top 10) LA B & 75 b DU K 25 1 U = 45 BT o 1F (Bigd) S5 48 J AT
TR
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4.2.4. #EENGE
AT R 1, AR ST TR
TQ,, =a,+a DA, + a’CVsi’t + Z Year + Z Ind+e¢,, @))]
BEAh, SREE R REAFE AR ZRPE A DG R2 IR, AN TR 1 AR (2)
TQ,, = B, + BDA,, + ,BZDAit +pB'CVs,, + > Year+ ) Ind+ 4, 2)

5. SKEERS 1R
5.1. fEd Mg

W2 2 fion, ABFFEIEE 3] 28,021 MULIIE . %O R AR B 505 ¥ 7= (DA IAME N 3.303, ArEZ
9 0.647, F/MEN 0, B RAE N 5.557, ULBIREAR A 7E B 05 7= AR 88 5 6 5 TR AR /KPR &, (A
ZAEERBCN I B 2 5, HOR 2 5 80 55 7 AP A BT =0 . # R & A LANE(TQ)
MIRBME R 2.842, Fr#EZEN 2.536, H/MEN 0.605, FRAERIE 133.1, FIFFEA A F] 2 (8] (1) £l A 2 2
SR, BAAEDEM T EZ R T HAMAAT, S ERERK. BEkE, $EERMRHES
THRHIE S BEA R 78 AR — 50, Ui AR SCREAR LA B AR PR AN AT LE 1

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. Rt gt

B4 A e L FAE  CFE BEE &RME RKNE
TQ WE/CEF= BT — BIREFSEH — BEe5) 28,021 2.842 2.536 0.605 133.1
DA In(fEAR R (K OCERLEL A A + 1) 28,021 3.303 0.647 0 5.557
Size BB E RN EL 28,021 22.34 1.289 19.48 26.45

Listage In(CHFFM — EHFEM +1) 28,021 1.98 0.968 0 3.47
Lev R B R e 28,021 0.386 0.190 0.0487 0.927
Roa  {FRIE/ B =& 1HARRAN 28,021  0.0567  0.0530  —0.416 0.255

Cashflow 228 E 3074 I B G B4 A0 A 8 7 28,021  0.0576  0.0648  —0.195 0.266

Growth  (AFEENIIN/ EAEENLIRN) — 1 28,021 0.159 0.347 —-0.673 4.474
Ato BN %7 28,021 0.651 0.411 0.0532 2.891
Indep  JHOZEH/FHF AL 28,021 0.387 0.0748 0.231 0.615

Topl0  Ai-TME AR E R M 5L 28,021 0.602 0.149 0.207 0.910
Bigd  WREVIRH, ZAEHN 1, BN 28,021  0.0654 0.247 0 1

5.2. BRI

13 ity 1 HAE TR A A E R R [ 25 R AR RS B B 1 B(1) L DA R 0N 0.288,
CR B 22 IR RN RIS IUA I RHEE R RS, 51(2)% DA fIRECN 0.264, BFEMEAL,
RV 5 3 A E RV IR R Al A RIRHEPT “ RERIRED " 5 Rt — B P 4R 0y ANAT b ] 38 2L
FLEIFI(3) 4, DA B RET 0.219, WRIRLE 1% MG KF LR, BRE £ AL REEAZ RIS T,
Hlm g — AN AL, ANME TP S L 0.219 ANRAL, MY TFREACF I AAMEN L) 7.7%. %5
FUAESER, ATCLON R B B ST T A ME, R Hla 1538 7 30RF . BAh, fE514)H, A%
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PGP RIS, DA TE 1%/KF FRBZERNIE, 1 DA2TE 1%/KF F B2 R, FEREAR TR N &
PR ARME AN E I PRz i 20 o 35, BB A 20 B KRR R, X AP AME 3 & DT BB DI85

X —EE BIGUE T % Hlb.

Table 3. Data assets and firm value

3. BIRAFSEAMNE

Q) @ 3) “
TQ TQ TQ TQ
DA 0.288"* 0.264"** 0.219** 0.627***
(12.313) (12.616) (8.344) (4.499)
DA? -0.059""*
(=3.017)
CVs No Yes Yes Yes
A7 ] 2 No No Yes Yes
ATk [ No No Yes Yes
N 28,021 28,021 28,021 28,021
Adjusted R2 0.005 0.223 0.322 0.322

' <0.01, *p < 0.05, “p < 0.10.

5.3. BUEST R ERIER LS

e AR B B R A B R FILE, ASSCSHBITRE[3014R A “ P2 AT HLII AR 35
FE—ERESE Ly rp ARV A PA) A AP R ) v %

F—o, RREEE T AR RN, 3 Rl T B RN SR & LEAEN M AR S O R
R EASER . APNAF R — RERAR, JFdt— Pl En SATILEE RS, & 4 514
REIR, HIEE DA EETRECN 3.440, HIE 1% R FHEKTF N EMEZ EMKER, BEHE 7
AP, AP E TR AR E S A SR by, B B B R L QRN . K 4 512)
PUENV RUA O RS B, DA [ R ECN-0.030, 18 1% Gtk P LR E AR, RUIEERE 5™
R, AL AVENL A SR, RARE SR R A B THRTHEE R . FERBA S .

Table 4. Mechanism tests

4. (ERHIRLE

BIHTAE (47 %N
DA 3.440™" -0.030™"
(21.274) (—17.434)
CVs Yes Yes
AR [ Yes Yes
ATk [ 2 Yes Yes
N 18,406 18,406
Adjusted R2 0.431 0.612
**p <0.01, "p < 0.05, p <0.10.
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Hob, WAV, ANERZIRIET N ZRES MM EZEKRR. O CREELN Y, 8]
e PRI AN B3 ok AT Bl T 3 S Aol A BOR QBT RE 0 5 RRBUIE AT, TS T Al A% 0 58 4 3 MK S
A, AR AL E TR A E L R R E R e E AR e RIREE L, AR
FIKPRILE ARG,  FREA R T VAMENIRT . Za Rt ma A “ 5l 5= B T B 1)
ik, DLRPIET “Bdl v REREIRN G L B R ICE AR SRS R, WTELAN
il 50 LESEIE R QU BN A “ R AR AL AR R AL e, R 2 B E
SCHF

5.4. REMRLE

54.1. TEATE

% J8 BN ANME 8 e 1) A B BB A R AR R R B B = BN, TR R 8 “ e - i B
ZIEE R MR, Rt — BN AR R, RS AT, LU 5B B &5 R 5 R
— AT JETH A3 2R3 AR A Eidfs B 7 1) T H AR &, JE4E e R PR B/ —3fe(2SLS) IRl A . B AT
5, FEHFEEE SV RMT, 25 HAb A B 537 K- i iy, U6 TZAT ML S A E R A e 1
B 2 N 7 T B A ¥ R, A A T B 55 P 5 5 7 5 7 Y 80 T A6 1) o Kl B = N
DR iZ i bn 5 A A B0 B8 P i FE AR O, TR M OSSR . SO0 T, TR O e N ATk [
ROSL DA Je AV RS . AR BRIRE ) DLt B BIZae ). B MME TR ESEHNEE,
[FIAT Al Bl 5 7 K P 3 DL B2 5 i AN Sl A g T S A0, e Rgma Ak (B 1 3 B AR THES A Al
Bl B K BT, PR 1 4% R JE AR A A AR PR

B 45 R W2 5 5)(1). LHEARZW 71, Kleibergen-PaaprkLM Ziith 13.458, 7E 1%/K°F F &
%, RN TEAE R AR A B, Kleibergen-PaaprkWaldF Ziit&4 13.919, BIE KTl % ZH K 10 B
B, 55 THABSMIFEL. 8B ERER, EIMANS TG LEG . A7 E NG, #
P2 (DAY 2SLS fhith RECH 4.790, HAE 1%KF ERZFEANIE, RELEFRH TRBEY EFEN A
ZJa s BARGE A A E R R E I ROSRRR AR . BT L, ARSCOOGT “HRTHEUR KA B T
M PR T REREEER R, BA MR M.

5.4.2. Al E RN

ARSCHE—D GINARMY S AT Ml = [ E RN, I 2 4 [ E RO AR R e 6 B B 5 Ak i
RAMIFRMENE . — 5T, Aol [ e RO AT L il i b 2 1 I P 8] A2 (E 3 AU R RFAE - n e 2R R
AV SRR s o — T3 T, SR AT b [ E RONE AT LI 2 el B AT s R AR Al AR B I 3 [R5
Wi, DT SRR P % g 388 1 A 3 B8 P A 1 [

[EVAEE R I S 5(2)o 2 R Al S AAT b [ RN DA R 5 I AR B S, s Bk
AV A I IE A R SR AR AR AT AE, ARG AR 1 H AN UL N ERL 3R SR A 9 ZE PR AR

543. FEEEE

itk — 30 R RRRRE 5 5 A ANME 2 18] AT BEAAAE I S [ DR SR e, AR SCAE FEUE RS B R Bk b, B2
WA B B O FLR e — WME L.DA #EAT DA, DL SR 55 3 5 RN . H T I 25 0 1) i B B
FEERT E— R R WA E IR, AT YA E S, S SR AS n U e 1) 5 ma A
N DRI BAE — @R R340 “ A A (B AR A0 e i HESh Kt 537 R B 7 Py A=k ik

BAZE R 5 B wm. diifa—WEHE ™ L.DA I REN 0.619, 1F 1%/KTF EEZFENIE, £
R AR R G, b — AR 55 72 K7 B4 B e B 35 2k A i, 280 B8 7= 0k A0 i TE
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AR ARAS AR AAAE, BE— 2D NS LA BE 17 4518, W2 AR S 1a] R - B0 9 AR PR I B A — RE 1R S
FEfEH

Table 5. Endogeneity tests
5. NEMEE

(6] 2 3)
TQ TQ TQ
DA 5.026™" 0.104™*
(1.905) (2.704)
L.DA 0.619"*
(28.434)
Wald F statistic 13.919"*
LM statistic 13.458™*

CVs Yes Yes Yes
A E Yes Yes Yes
A7 b i s Yes Yes Yes
Al No Yes No

N 27.981 28,021 28,021
Adjusted R2 0.357 0.604 0.327

5.5. REMRE

55.1. EHTE

AN TT [ BEAT BARAE B H . e, 72 6 FI(D), R BT B HHE R Q (TQ)E e K i
TR L BM (L 9 R0r), B  45 B 28 I T 44 5 e T A 2 b, WA T A0 0K S5 T 3 8 A 160 B 1 1 3 221 i
AV EAKT, EXHEE Q MG i, HAMEMMAMETE R, FIHSE R BN, HdE /KT DA FIRE
H-0.499, TE 1%KF ERZE NG, RUEIR T KPR, I BM E 2% B, B =5 5 m )
WnfhifE. H=, f55E 6 FIQ)H, 4Ll TQ NHEREAL R, (HA A% O MR & B o s % 7= Bk L
(DA _rate), BRIV ELEE8 FRICHR 55 77 SCHRRRUTUR SR AR IR BLZ 0T 51T IR MR, 58 DA _rate
MRECRN 1.016, [FFEE 1%KF ERZFEAIE, R\EIEE R H@E R, S ERERA. ST
5, EE A E bR A o ey R, SRR PR R A S S B I R R R,
IR T BT R BRI AME . A% O e B R AR fE b .

5.5.2. FHAKRE

e, R E KR SR L IR B, AR SO (R4 B RE AR AT S 4. 2017 4EIE
RATH) CREFE= R AR X6 R H e Tk vt e 15 Bl DR R e A L 2 DL R R s B 1R
THEIMRG . WHIEE, Ar s T E i R HE S0 10215 E B BLIZ 5 HEN 72 7 b R 4 T2 B B
ALK T 2017 F 2 BIRIBEFREA, B BEA PR B 7E 2017~2024 4E 18] S8 14, 45 R0 6 51(3)FinR,
Kot 5 rE (DA A RERIRTE 1% M B MK R R NIE, Ik — 53R i S [ 5 258 BAT Fafid
.

Hk, WRIERA BT LK RIEESAI T, dba. L. R LI/ 7 il 1%
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e S REE . s BEIIT L . ey AR IR DRI E B AR R A A m e AT A1), AR TR
] #5028 5 MR B0 BUR IR B ey B — R DX Dy G i TH A R B “ Skl X7 BORRAE, A
SCAERARTEARR IS 5 Bk b3 TS TR, DUR AR X 2 FOBT IR0 9. 22 6 Bl(4) o, fEHERR
et Bl RS LMWL )G, Bl U R BURIRON B IR, X R WIEE BE O Ak A4 1 1R
[ AR AE T B PR EUR R e 3 /D BUE 40, TR AR X R R B R ik

5.5.3. BiREEHB

ARSCIE ST [ 5 RSB E AT B, b BRI NEEG < AT AR B i RN, PATRI B ISR [RIA T AR
A B T D s (0 2 [ b b AR RG22 5 [RIVAISE SN 6 BI(S)FToR, TEMMNAEA FIAT b A8 [ 5 RURE
5, BT S (DAYKI RECN 0.637, VITE 1%KF ERENIE. XFMY, BRI 7E 5 Ay ™ s i ] 52 25 i 42 )
N, Bl et A AN IE R SR AR AT, 5 VR IO T 5 0 ] 52 N 1

Table 6. Robustness tests

= 6. TRt

) (@) 3) “ (6))
BM TQ TQ TQ TQ
DA —0.499"* 0.610"*" 0.615™" 0.637°*"
(—4.915) (34.128) (18.855) (31.175)
DA _rate 1.016™*
(4.591)

CVs Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ay E Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
ATk [ 58 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Ay < ATIREE No No No No Yes
N 28,018 28,018 22,762 11,471 27,981
Adjusted R2 0.483 0.309 0.355 0.344 0.359

“*5 <0.01, **p < 0.05, *p < 0.10.

5.6. RS

5.6.1. R BRI F R

ST EA A SRR AR B B QR KB R BT T A7 AR i 7, AR
BE— AR P AU FOR R AR 23 AR A lk 5 A b AL 7 Bl H . i 7 pros, fEdREA kR
Arh, Bl B (DAY A R E0N 0.211, HAE 1%MRE MK R 82 8IE; fEEA M4, DA
FH0 0.060, UAE 10% A5 5% . BEAKRE, Blla B PR B RESRTH Ak A, (HILE
FEAEEA T E RN RE, RUETIHURETE S 28 Hix BN EME QLG Rk, BB mh
EREE N FE 57 -
5.6.2. IZMX ERMBREF UK FHFRERE

N — 1 25 G AN B R R B B0 B B 7 B SR B R, A S IR AE RUR 2 07 I e Rl 4
X8 0 By e R R AT Y, R A TREA T2 2 B 1 I BB B T R TR
ARG, HR A 03 5 8RR R SR ACT AR, IF 48 MR AR Al Sl 2 o A AT
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T, JER

B a1 7 s, 7Bk R IX, B0 7 7= (DA R ECN 0.207, 78 1%/KF B3
NIE: EEMEH A UKFEIHX, DA FIRECH 0.196, 1£ 10%/KF % RENIE. BUAKE,
Bl B P AEAS [R] 4 RRHE R R /KT M X 3 R R 35 R T LA B, FLPE B 2 4 kR e B AL T b X
ROR TR, U] R I 4 AR R0 M 4 bR A T A BT S Ak 5 5 P (R B L

Table 7. Heterogeneity analysis
=7 REMESH

AEEA 4k A Al CAI PR 5% G A o S =TI o o T 5% G £ ) 1
TQ TQ TQ TQ
DA 0.211** 0.060" 0.207** 0.196"
(6.217) (1.727) (7.685) (1.882)
CVs 15.961™ 12.799™ 14311 17.700"**
(36.082) (34.819) (43.570) (16.510)
Ay ] 2 Yes Yes Yes Yes
A7k [ 5E Yes Yes Yes Yes
N 20,166 7850 24,701 3316
Adjusted R2 0.310 0.348 0.338 0.270

6. &t

FET 2014~2024 FFIE A BTN BE, ASCNERSOR IR R AV HOE 557 R bR, SCUEAR B
THAET S AL HE R R . SRR, M B SR B RES BRI AL E,  IF R Ik A Hdks
BRI AR LR MERHIE ;s 2 A A T B R AR R . 51 A2 P E RN LA SR — R S R i 5 A A Pk e
JEARORARAE, VEIIER B3 C OSSR T b OB R B B R A P K R, Bl B A RBUSAE AN
B8 AR U EIREA M B2 T EA A, RS RRHECT /K F B X R4S 5 nAs
fi, 2RI Aok A B VA R A A S S A B 7 e A B 2 S R O B 1A A AN B B A R
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