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Abstract

With the in-depth implementation of the Digital China strategy, rural e-commerce has evolved from
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an economic channel into a key force reshaping the structure of rural governance. Based on the
dual-path analytical framework of “technology empowerment” and “market embeddedness,” this
paper systematically explains the reshaping logic and composite effects of rural e-commerce on ru-
ral governance structures. Research shows that rural e-commerce promotes the transformation of
governance subjects toward pluralistic collaboration, giving rise to new forms of authority based
on “profession-based digital circles”; it facilitates the evolution of governance mechanisms toward
openness and interaction, triggering the collision and adaptation between digital rules and traditional
rules; and it drives the upgrading of governance content toward economic services, enhancing gov-
ernance precision while also introducing risks of cultural utilitarianism. In this process, the tradi-
tional rural “differential mode of association” undergoes digital recombination, and governance ef-
fects exhibit duality: while improving governance efficiency, villager participation, and public service
levels, it also exacerbates the digital divide, elite conflicts, and the transmission of market risks.
Therefore, an inclusive digital governance system should be constructed, collaborative mechanisms
and rule adaptation should be innovated to guide rural e-commerce in exerting sustainable govern-
ance effectiveness in rural revitalization.
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