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Abstract

This study employs panel data from 279 Chinese prefecture-level and above cities spanning 2012~2022.
Utilizing the establishment of national e-commerce demonstration cities as a quasi-natural experi-
ment, a double machine learning model is applied to systematically evaluate the policy effect of e-
commerce development on urban digital technology innovation. The findings reveal that the e-com-
merce demonstration city policy significantly promotes the level of urban digital technology inno-
vation, a conclusion that remains robust after a series of rigorous tests. Mechanism analysis indi-
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cates that e-commerce development primarily drives urban digital technology innovation by fos-
tering the application and grant of high-quality invention patents, while its impact on utility model
patents is insignificant. This suggests that the e-commerce policy enhances not only the “quantity”
but, more importantly, the “quality” of innovation. This research provides empirical evidence for
understanding the intrinsic link between e-commerce and urban innovation in the digital economy
era, and offers decision-making references for local governments to optimize e-commerce policies
and promote high-quality innovation.
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1. 518
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WEA SCHRAE RV 7705 B 2O TR Gt B, DI RO m s AR R, wie
SEAG TR R. TR, WAL 2SI R AW VAR KR e Bk e it 7R g, SIAE
SALTBAER, REMSAE R AEIRIE R RAFAE AL N SEELER RN R TE M (i T [4] o AL lR XU AL a2 ST R
SINETRIFBERPFAG, DLER . SRR 7 QIR 1 7 55 RO S T 0 7 B R BB ) S SR

AL PR OTIRAE T BB —, FEWRFUOTIE L, B UCRORE LA S R T T R S S I
QBT BRI, 32T 7T HE I SRR E ks 28, ERTRAR L, AOCGEQRTI SR, il
X AL A G SERDET R B R, 450 BT R 5 0 BT BRI S PR R R =, EBCRE R L, vt
JTBUR QT L R S5 BOR 51 S s R AR SR O T SRR, A B THESI T B S T B R AR

VEIE RS .
2. I
2.1. EHEE

A E AEARTU R ZE B L 7 95 R S T B SR BHT B BUGR RN A4S, ARk, N TIRREN
RAFEMERKKITT i, AR R BCR PP O AER PEAN AT FE 1k, 2238 000 QT 8 TR SR BT 40 77 2% 14 182
5% & . Chernozhukov 553 H HXUE LS 2% AR 1 5| N IEZZ A0 BAE[5], A RUB IR 1 i 4E IR G AL B
BRI TR AR AN RENS FH A 8] (0 R A AR N R R [4], B RERSLEA FRAEA A T SEal
BOHRAL BN Te i fl T [6], BRSOt SRS BRI SR 00T TR B, WEHLES 5 ST
P AR T
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patent, = g,eccity; +g (X, )+U;
E (U | eccity;, X;,)=0
Forb, PR tONEEAR;  patent, FORBUMREALE, NITTETBORQIHIKT;  eccity, FoRAL EAE,
R R 5 FL R 25 VR T ) AR B, BB SO RO S 1 AR08 1 (B IBAEAEN Ja AURE), U4 05 6,
FRBURA N E R A X NEEHIR RS, ASCRRANAE I EERRIHAN T § (X, ) . Uy AR
FET, SATHME S 0. FIRARBIFEAAS TF 6 (X, ), n FEAR &, B Bk ARBAT M, wT LS 214k
ARG R

- (1 L)1 . .
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1 A . R
+(Hzielmeccnyitj ﬁZie.,teTecmwn[g(Xn)—g(Xn)]

1

1 . 1 . .
Horp, a:(ﬁzielvtdecutyﬁj ﬁziel,teT eccity, U, » HRMIHME R 0 BIIER /A,

=]
b= (%Ziel - eccityﬁ] %Zielm eccity, [ 9( X )— G (X ) | FIEI P {22 35 3 HLES 2% ST R FI WL AR 2 >

B ENA S A T B R BOE A § (X, ), ArTEEGRMGIN “IENRR” , BaEpy b6k 2l oK,
EHSE T HARTLMmE, BAARRIN §(X,) 1 g(X,) MR 5%, no >nv?, FHit, B ni
FTFEFS K, bBmTEHK, 6 LT 6, .
SR P NS 2 S St BRI g (X, ) BB, BRI UG T R 56, AT AL
AIREEAT A, B, #E— PR e T
eccity, =m(X;)+V,

E(Vit | Xit) =0
Fob, BREOBAM(X, ) KAV RIREI, KR 0. B, ASCRANLESE S @(X, ),
J LA B 2 B 2 i oV, = eccity, (X, ) R JF SR P I BE LR 4 6 B0 §(X,) . B4R
Y~ G(X, ) = Oreccity, + U, » JH Vi, 1 BDB, 0 TEASE HEAF 1A, $4 0 R M - o e

. (1 ~ Y"1 - .
b, = (HZiel,teTvﬂecc'ty“] HZiel,teTVit (Yit -§(Xq ))

B, 6 MY BE IR T G (X, )~ M(X ) B g (X )~ m(X,,) BISCSIOEE o« WL a2 > fliit
— AR T HER A B AR B D, RIS EES X, PEMEN, H051m, NAS 6, ik Suk i,
BRI SRAG A PREEA R fh . 594, A ms B A TR M S, ARSCHE RN SR 5 415
EFN A W VR B A REAR

UbAh, AWUEESI LR SH T AR Z MM E R CR, ACEHELMHT T RAMIELERTR . ®
Al R, 25K JEKF(pgdp) 1 kI ZHN-0.196 HAE 1%/KF EE3E, BUNTTFEE (gov) i — i
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FHON-2.222 HAE 5%/KF ERE, PIFHEIUREE U BEEEMEC R, # PRI, JFEMEE
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LAHE B 220 180 42 ) A2 S0 QB (K02, T fE D R BOE R T SR AR A T iR o AL, AR SR FIE
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BN BT BOR BT 1 R SR80

2.2. WHEHKIR

AR HL 2012~2022 41 [H 279 AN g K LA EIRTTVE A SSUERF FUREA . BEARSE R AP —
IR TR ARG s AR SR S EOR E E SRR R R Rk (PERTT S
TR o ERZEIRE(CSMAR), & TREAR R SRR B 454 # 7 Gt o8 e E iR h 55, W3
T B AR T HEAT T MR Ak
23. ZTEGE
231 WHEBTE

Wl BAr B patent BT B T HORAIE, S BT T EARQH BB LR GR., S5 ST
(A, R I SR P LR BN R ) C R BB R 1 1) 93 2k (2023) ) 5 Bl b & F1) 73 RS R OC R K IPC
SER, METPE. K&, WB. T HEER . XPUEE, N TREE. BIIse. Bl se s 4T
BARFA AR IPC {15 FHR BT L RI[7]. 013 205 2 17 DI 4E 307 BoR 015 o il L Fils
&, 1 EERNEL PRI T B E AR K .

232 HLETE

4 A8 5 eccity,, = Treat, x Post, 4 507 S5 T BUR I AR & . S5 HRIE SR fiE, R
S FE K R TR 45 s S T A I TR A s LB 8] B RE BB M & BIVEHIAT P BRIOW 344 B LR
KR, AFAE— 5 WIS 5 WS i o FRATIE 5 BESAIE T B, KB A S s b B AR A RS 4 £ 18
TENE T AR AR, W AR T R 90 =S BAS, FLAFR R AR B 1R) 43 il e 5 O 2013 4F 2015
TR 2018 4. EAARCRIL, Treat, sl 76 t 4R oL E 5 M TR S R VAR TN, X IRFRAE t+ 1A RS 4E
FAEL, BWEL0; Post AR NFM AL E, FERHII T BORS 2 A AT 0, SEhtit + 1 LA
JEJUER 1o BRIRYE, AR B RS t + 1RO E S TR S, MRS t+ 1R S,
eccity, L 1, 50K 0.

233 ITHITE

AN —RIVPE T Z A HIAE, AR, K5 REKF(pgdp, A% GDP [ H R 5. 7
ARG K- (ind, 55 AN =P Ml GDP 2 L) SRR KT (fin, 4F AR 4L & 0%
RS SRR SR )« B SO R B (ste, BHEGE 5 IBUR S 1 2 B BURFF-TIAEE (gov,
BUM W B S GDP 2 b)) 14378 38 KF(con, 3% i 85 0415 GDP 2 L) XH4MT e & (ope, HEHH
FUMAS GDP 2 Eh). WAk T (urb, 3N D582 ). fESZE T, ASCEIMAN T 3 f4E
U RN, LAk BRI AMA R (R Z T AS FOUIN R R AR . B RO HER MR G THRHE, L3S 1.

3. SEIEER
3.1. EEET
ARSCRF WAL 5 27 ARG T IR T TR 45 K R B B ARG s g N . RIS, SN T ARIE
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics of variables
= 1. TEREIRMSITHHE

A HE OBS Mean Sd Min Max
patent 2995 6.035 1.840 0.693 12.079
eccity 2955 0.171 0.377 0.000 1.000
pgdp 2995 10.818 0.563 9.007 13.056
ind 2995 0.882 0.077 0.501 1.000
fin 2995 0.409 0.065 0.171 0.849
stc 2995 0.194 0.041 0.048 0.372
gov 2995 0.202 0.100 0.044 0.916
con 2995 0.390 0.107 0.000 1.013
ope 2995 0.177 0.277 0.000 2.491
urb 2995 0.573 0.145 0.182 1.000

Table 2. Baseline regression results

F 2. FERVFLER

A ESeElE AL 4% R EL

@ 2 €))

cccit 0.094™ 0.097™ 1.360"

y (0.043) (0.043) (0.072)
AR = & =
HRF ][] 72 = == &=
I [ e = & =

FEAG 2955 2955 2955

FE: T TR BIFRAE 1%. 5% 10%/K°T BB 35S AONRR AR ER, TR,

3.2. REMKEE

3.2.1. REFIRE

ARSCEHAT T BENLAL 2B AR 50 DUBE G e ML R B0 AE A% VR LS Mk, BEALIZEL
WA NI, HRERNXIRA, Wik fEE S 500 &, FFmH 500 K ZEAEI AT REL XN
() p DA S IEE A TR 2R R 2[9]. R B, RFBK MR EE DT 0 [k, @
T AR, BRI RO, WA 1.

3.2.2. BlFRREERME

H T B AR A AR AT A AL B, XA AT R P B T R B 22, O 1 Ik 5 (e [m]
LERI TP, A SO IEME R )T PR AL BAS AN A AR BT T 48 R ACEE, 25K A T 19%A1 99% 7347 s
Mg RITi, A T im0 AL RIS T SRR 2O A BB B 0 A R (s L, I AE L Aty | F gt
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Figure 1. Placebo test
B 1. REFIEE

Table 3. Robustness tests

3. REaR

. PR A5 HEWR AR TR B RE )
@ ) ®3) 4) ®)
. 0.072" 0.093" 0.042" 0.114™" 0.082"
eccity (0.040) (0.043) (0.028) (0.043) (0.042)
R EAR 5k s =
Dk ey 2=
AR = = = = =
P ] [ = = = = =
I[85 = = = = =
A= 2955 2955 2955 2955 2955

3.2.3. HERRHAMBIR TR

5 FE B AE A SCHORE A 18] YIRSt 1 AR, O PRAEBUR RN A T O AER R, ok At AR U s ik
A7 7R, 0 2018 FEIE R “OREEEE 7 LA 2014 RS AR “gEar 7 R ECE. R, A0
FTCORBESE A E 7 FBCRE AR RN EA AT 4 3 BES(2)FIAN S (3) 51 e 2 Al 4
PR I 5 R R, AR5 B HAMBCRI TR, F7 7 55 A RO 3 7 20 B3R Q3T AR SR 8 25 1k
AR, BHIASCES R AR .
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SRy G UL 2 ST R B 5 R %o 5 T P AR RO, AR S e U LS 2 ST AR (R AR 4 Ll 4o,
HZERT 1:4 SO 1.7, BRICFER S EILLGIST A SCE S T eszm, WFoust Ransk 3 55 (4) 5 (5) 51
N, GERARIR T

3.3. HUBISHT

FERTF AT BT S KRNI T . ERE P A S K SCB KEh g, HAEAAE T
A G MR EIFETE BN HR T BT A DAk o S8 B R 55 2R AR 10 5 3 R S A 2 e R0 R
SRR, B R T BRI T R e A, I O R AT AR AR S AR TN .
A AR AR HL R T & SRR S T3 5 SR R B AN I SR T, R TIRE A 5 R
ARG, HBH™ K LS b TR BLSE 2D (R R WA IX IR R et 1 e QBT 2R I 4R 2R
NI ZR GE DAL T 7 BB A A

N T BB TR T T 55 R BRI T BT BOR QIR sz LA, 2R 4 Dl T SHIES R . H(D)
FIRIEE () A A R TR, eccity I REE 1%H9/KF B2 NIE, 0 HLT 7 557 Y3 17 IO ) 5 I
T ECT 2 BB B K A I B M P2 A 1 R Z et AR I SR (B)BI AN (4) P 45 R 7R, eccity [ FR KL
AN, W LT R 55 A R S ABURT R FR) S BT R L M FAN 25 0 7 AR B 45 R DR AT g A2 it
A7 L R S5 s Y T — BOR T RGE I U B ZE R B B AR T /R A 51, PR A B el
BB AT CFRIUE” R, BORAM EER A U RRE. mEeENQREES, #EShEIHR
I BOR S B ORGP S R W R B e, AR 554k T DI I 5 R R R S R T B A
B2, TR S RSB EE T BT BOR QIR R, R E ST T e <, ALY
BT B R R R B

Table 4. Mechanism analysis

= 4. FMHLEY

A5 B FiE & B BRUR B R S T AU FH T Y

(1) ) (3) 4)

eccit 0.180" 0.277" 0.049 0.035

y (0.047) (0.052) (0.037) (0.039)
AR 2 & & = &
A 1) [ 5 3 3 P 3
I T [ = = & &

FEAE 2955 2955 2955 2955

4, AR

FERUCT BT R RIS BL, ST HL 7 1 55 2 A5 A 58 3 BN B e o R 0T BOR BT B e
filie 1A TFETH R RGN, Bl GDNLAH RE R BRIy, BT R%IEEN
SRR T BT A A% SR A AR o DRI, ARSI T T AR cdle , DA SRS 5 7 35 s Y 3 i N
HE ARSI, I HLT R 5% R R R I v A R BT R S R o

AW B, I FEAER, AR KR TR SR e, A BT R M R 55
K, REMTHFHEARGBAKT . 2, RAMNRFFAE. HEREMBERTI, TR ERa
RS IE I — R AEPEAR G, I 7 REAE A SR IRR B . =, A0 PR TR TR
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R R IT H 7 B AR BT B SN, R I R R 55 R I 4 e M R B AH O B e R R
T 23R T R T B QU KT, T S R R R R A et A AN 22 o 3K — S5 1R R W A i R R B
PRIFIE AR EBUE QR e i, AR AR T IESRSE R MEROR R, XA “ g ” HliliE
2 7 BUHTSRUR I RS AR, AR SR AE T DS N S R O RHIE R SE T R R . T T
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Table Al. Nonlinearity test results of core control variables (pgdp, gov)
= AL BT EELMATE4E R (pgdp, gov)

A ERMA B P 4%
@ )
. " 0.399"* 1.220™
— YR T
RINF L (0.079) (0.580)
. N -0.196™* —2.220™
R IG
ZIRIERE (0.042) (0.957)
PR i) ] 52 P P
i 2 2
FEA & 2955 2955
R2 0.820 0.816
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