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Abstract

This study takes Labubu, a trendy toy intellectual property (IP) that has generated widespread emo-
tional resonance among Generation Z, as its research object. In response to the current literature’s
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predominant focus on descriptive accounts of consumer behavior, with insufficient exploration of un-
derlying cultural motivations and emotional mechanisms, this research adopts a mixed-methods ap-
proach combining questionnaire surveys and in-depth interviews. It systematically analyzes Labubu’s
appeal and its three-layered function of “emotional compensation”. The findings reveal that its attrac-
tiveness stems from an aesthetic of “ugly-cute” rebellion, narrative openness characterized by delib-
erate incompleteness, the excitement induced by blind-box marketing strategies, and the ritualized
identity constructed within fan communities. Furthermore, the IP effectively fulfills Generation Z’s
needs for emotional companionship, self-expression, and a sense of belonging at the individual, inter-
personal, and community levels. Finally, drawing on the dimensions of emotional-symbol develop-
ment, participatory narrative mechanisms, and community culture cultivation, this study proposes
concrete optimization strategies for the sustainable dissemination of subcultural IPs.
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1. 51§

TE4AT R EAT R BRI ST, AWK RS AHERNE S i AW, 8 RIH 9
0 N LA 5 A% Co PR TG JE PR 8 2 1r) LUK IR RS RO RO BRI AL 28 [ 1], AL GEmd FH il 2 i 3G K Bl e
HEIR G521, 17 LAE ST A B AR R AT B SCAGTE 9 iR 0 BRI 2 51 2

IEWVHBHE 2RI S« WS — PPl R G —— BRI TE KIS RUIR R G F AT 2 W/, T
Jitk. EEZE RSN [3], “T0AL” (sub-culture) 2 AHNS T T E MLk, AR “E
WS AR RS, RS e 3 T SRS BT AR E B SCHIEAS[4] 0 SCA YA 9 ) e e S04k
FE AR R ST 2, AR onsct . BRI ek e EIBOEEY) . s, B RIE. COS
SCAEERIE AT A, AE R B B 4 iR BT R (Pop Toy)&iAR “WiEn” , ARG RAT . 2R
BIE S USCGEAN B A4 IR CUE A BRYE B N B — 3 3 (90 9% X0« AR4lE CREDIT SUISSE ¥, H [El i
U EAT SR P B T HAE 2025 AEHT 2030 24440 AlIAF] 0.40 1251 0.49 12, Z 1HAR(1995 % 2009 i1
HEREAR) & L IE 38.4% [5].

TMAEARZ BT 1P, YRR T B “ HEg AR iz 0T Rt 2 51 Labubu 1E 2025 4%
Ko B CALIBARDY FIRAERTIR AT 5 [6]. AFRME—— 47 5 Labubu LA 108 J5 G R, 123K
DG BR &3 5 R o, T /R BRI B 98 2 HE R RE ffer s 2k T oo

SR1M, Labubu ZEMD0 IP 7675 FERFA R 5] R 1)) V2 17 BREL i 205 Ah F 1 s b “phahi o “It iR
FIE” Fhrss, HIA KT Z ARS B0 S i 78 245 BRI AT AR . Mg s 44 5R
WS g 1352 J2 T T AR =2 6 SO Ak B IR S5 1 SR AR N o T, ASHIF 78 DU L i 1 4 5 e 4 U 1)
Labubu AN EG], MR SIHHEITIN, FRFE SH A7 HLEl, RS CE ot MRk
A TP AL R AL

2. FAREIT

AR TR ) B SR EEVTRAR G & B e 1%, DA A6 T B R O] A A 25 P 5 4T i Ut
BRI, AR BEEVTRIRASZI A NGS5 8 SO M RE 3R SIS AL PR, fE R 5 i Bk
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FIAEEDUE AR T Z tHARKT Labubu B8 SEEAZHLE S T AR DI fE, W ERAR AT 4E WSO 2 S5 90
L SCAE TP A HE B AR S S SRR I S ELIE S I

2.1. BIEPE

1% 10 26 O RE SA S 16~30 J& %2 (Z HAR) B4 Labubu Bt R 51 EOSERaLA 1 J8 547 AT BRI,
KRS BRI S B e 1, Jeillid 283 Fr e 4k 22 M4 & Labubu #0028 EALBER RIS, anffd
I EIEN L TGRS, PRI WIAA 5205 A ) FL AT LR R B BBl A ) A Dk S T2 M 3
KRR BeAh, EH A sV IR R TS AR T 4 R, FORAN 7828 e i ] B e 22

AT TS0 1) 2 F /N0 FE TN = 25) FRAR M S Amt i U 38 40/ H R, B & mliiein) 5 196 43,
BIFFSA SR . MEES B ARIEIL S | A 3 SRk A5, JEREHE S 182 4,
BHRECRIE 92.9%, Ja224 K SPSS A XA B A B AT HER YE Gt o M AR 720 A, CABEHR 7
Z AR Labubu ¥4 2R IR HAE S FLIR 5 BLA
2.2. REFK

ASE KA L X UPR I T —F R, X 10 Ak BYEIR . e b, BraEsthn z
AR Labubu LK IATIREVIR(EME EIE 1) NI Z oMM, &z uaEEmn. k. JH9%
WE NS S PR ER, SR 16~30 %,

ViR HEF R TIZE, BRI N 30~60 B ANEE, UiR N A E B H S LN AN
— Wi 5 Labubu MR8, 05 # 40 5] 1 BRR S5 2851055 % Labubu A, JHid Labubu SEEL
THEAER AR RS KA.

Table 1. Basic information of interview participants

=1L IR REARER

i R 1 Bl YACHER IS 7] Labubu %&£ () S5
Al 21 S FA 34 25 [
A2 22 % e 24 9 =1
A3 26 % H e 4 4F 18 e
Ad 23 £’8 AR 2.5 4F 32 =
A5 28 % ALl 1.5 4 11 {(iS
A6 25 % e 0.5 4F 3 th
A7 30 ‘8 TN 7 34 39 =
A8 26 % NG 24 7 ik
A9 30 5 AR 4 4 20 =
A10 22 S e 0.5 4 12 (=1

3. AEERS A
3.1. Labubu B 5| H4EE

NIRTT Labubu W51 Z #EAH P& LA TER R, ASCERURE RS+ “ X Labubu (ARSI
GIJIPAN T EBAFI) T AT, X 182 A A AR FEAT IR R MK 7430 #r e
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DA 23 B S & VMR T TR SS, KMO K Se{E 0.842. Bartlett BRIEAGES ° = 612.47 H df =
21, P <0.001 MZREPREABIRE S TR E 770t R E R it iU 7 Jf i g s K77 2 1E 52
FEsE RARACIR F 250, BRI 4 MFEE AT 1 IR H BB 87 210 68.3% (W7 2), W%
VU P75 RE S S5 S MG Labubu W 5| 77 FTEE S5 4

Table 2. Exploratory factor analysis of Labubu’s attractiveness (N = 182)
5% 2. Labubu W5 | NEE IR REME F o EERN = 182)

Wy 1. HigSk BT 2 RERHE Wy 3: BaSm BT 4 fHEGL

TR

H H 54 Bl 5iklH]

7 0.81

8 0.77

9 0.83

10 0.79

11 0.85

12 0.72

13 0.81

FHEE 1.72 1.46 1.32 1.08

T3 Z R (%) 24.6 20.1 13.9 9.7
SR (%) 24.6 44.7 58.6 68.3

TE: 42 2 N WL R PY A 2 FE () IR 1 3 B, Horh R BUINT 0.45 RO PR 1A AN SRR PE A ML ZEFE

NIE— SR AS FR S HLEIZE “ Labubu BEARNG 51 7 i BARFENARLE, ASCIEIRRIER 1770 Hr it
fili b, PR AR TR AR5, IR “ R LR Labubu HAWR G 17 CKEE 7~13 BP9y >4 58
XA 1, BN 0 ENHAL &, #E T Logistic [FIAREAL, RAMGH|L 3 PrsiR.

Table 3. Logistic regression results for the effects of four attraction dimensions on high attractiveness identification with

Labubu (N = 182)
2 3. MRS IANHIXS Labubu &K 51 F1IAEIAY Logistic BIYALER(N = 182)

B AR & EVEES1((:)) PRk (SE) P A Exp (B)
By 1. Hilis e 0.92 0.26 <0.001 2.51
KT 2: AR5ERAE 5L 6] 0.64 0.24 0.008 1.90
KT 3: B SMokl 1.18 0.31 <0.001 3.26
KT 4: HRAGUEINE 0.71 0.27 0.009 2.03

g8l —0.84 0.38 0.027 0.43

241 Logistic [B AT A

ln[1 PPJ =-0.84+0.92X, +0.64X, +1.18X, +0.71.X,
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AR, PUANIR S HLEIIXT Labubu BRI 5] JIA F]= A 225 IE Rl 52 (P < 0.01), {HEZNEAL
HAEZRE R Hd, “EHRESMENE R3S 5 H(Exp (B) =3.26), RN LR S i #
SR R Al A M SEAT NI ELEHET T “ HF 5 ORI (Exp (B) =2.51)5 “#B5LF" (Exp (B)
=2.03) UM TS5 H SH SN E S “RTERAEFH 53417 (BExp (B) = 1.90) & R 3RS /7 AHX}
S, AR RIGEEIE S KRR EREE A BN EEIER.

3.1.1. A5 RFEEZHIMWS]

SESE AL A E P L R AR A BRIE I, S MAMAZE R R4 2 uiERIA
23 06), AR AR HEAL B LI s 2 3 [ 7] SERINIE G RS Hlh, SRS TR HE L TR
THERMHL, 1M Labubu 2R JEE. WIET MBI R SER AU DLHNH M H EHuR, [
R T Z AR 5835 3 SR S A S UK TEIR B4 53K Labubu I, U5 R 5 85 $ K (1 45
CHTOCRR PR S, e “CIRATRAT R RERARMERUEIAT SIS, KR K. Labubu EEHMILL
% A W R, RIMEREAIA” (A9). “ERVNRTMEE, IEARATRAMNK. Hi5%
1y, HEAG SEMETE” (A2). Labubu “[5e3” (3R ZIRLGERFAE At A AATTCo FoRs SEAMAT (10 175 SRS 14
Mt R AR AR SE 5 R . R T L D s 1 R g

3.1.2. “REMRME HHLLEE

RGUREAFIER “H&” 4, WEREZKIERN “F2a6k. A%, AR [8]. XMME
P AR Z A8 W 45 R R AR AR i — Nt AR, RIS U0 1 SCAR IR IE LA Z S B R F RE. 5
AR, CRGERR” AR S B R A T TR [ (K O, S TR T BE AL AHIRAS 9] Labubu 5
FURY “ AR Febh e RIRHA “REMR” MAEE B, BRI e i, a7 M
WA ZIARMIE G IF4 1 T MR E B IR R XK RN, SR BN AR BT e
EM, 0 “ B YL SRR R, R NE LR FARR, 5 MRS AR 1 ik,
7 LR IR T EERAE” (A3). BR TR, i@ A SRS, MR
R R SR, EBOREF R R A SRS OISR,
3.1.3. “BH& + JUREH" BAHESAED

AN, Labubu MK HE Z R KE T H SR A SYUREH I FEN .. BRR 02
S R B SRS, PR ST IO ANE E PR S BER RO T P s L i a0 SIS, “ R i
FEASERAERE S, BIEEEME] HFC , WSR-S 2REE (A6), & HT Labubu = AT
1 “&RB17 B, BOR TEUR CRFTEBET KR, M8 SR T IESAEATN10]; SILEN,
R IE I IR ACE . 20T TR B AR BB AR A S LTS B T B S iee ™ i T S A B, Mk AN
ST T Labubu FEEIHME 5 WOBGE L, I 1 2 1 3E 0o, BE— DRI RIIN i 9 5 B R I
KT N

3.1.4. HEOGUSIRBFARR

Labubu [RAE#E AN AL TE B AZHRUR I, AR — REAT RS SRR S SR
B B B R SRR TR B8 — M R i B A, R B AL T il ELRR AL
AIPHERR G, xS BRI RS R WEsiE, A/ “A AER—ERan
LT (AS), MITTHE R FPEs A B A (0] () “ A7 156 . HIP A R (UGC)fE LRt L3t — 2D sl
HEM WUE” GER “IEQ17 , BuoGEId MR A 1A 5% Labubu 545 4 2 ) Bl eled 5 — ki, I
T b AR SE ) R IR AR A A AR AR SR N B R 7
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3.2. Labubu BY1H /X £IhRE

3.2.1. MEE: (EARBEREBMEEE

Z AR T Hr e AR, 6 RV B B 5l 515 R A (1 75 SR R AR R A e . A1V B SR A R 1
TEEEANE, 1=l 5 ) A L [ 1] Z ARG S A7 i s 5 S sl % 2 B 5t R,
TSR Labubu RS O 2% ). TAESE, 85.16% M1 E N R AIE SRS Labubu 1 302%
fR T BRAR R OB (U 1] 1) — AL 7E B s R M2 U iR “ TR P bk — B Ak
EAVEEI R, EELOFAE PRV RE . SUONSEERRE, HREAERH R EARER NN
(Ad). IXFl “ SR FE” {F Labubu #EARBCEEME, oA Z AR, A 25 FC AR RS A ARk

Labubulft SR AT X PR S ROR (K75 BE 7 A DR 1

m [{ 3% (85.16%)
B RFERE (14.84%)

Figure 1. Survey results on whether collecting Labubu alleviates loneliness

B 1. “HSR Labubu EREMIMRE BEMIFELR

3.22. ERIE: ETHFSENHEERS

Labubu 7E Z tHAREER A AL %, B BRI RS20 T 3 S A TS B B B . S8 A &2 50Kl
(George Herbert Mead) 1775 ELahig4a i, AKEL GG SMEAF 5L Ea)[12], s Eig
BRI B RS RGN S, A B RS D e i A R FIE . A TSR
85 SR BRSO I B, Labubu (U BHIE 5 N B AR ILE “RUERT 7 Z 36, i “ARARIRYT” RAIE
BT RN BIBIR . BEE . THLLL% Labubu, EATRIEAF 52 RDULA RN (B ES, “RE
RAERR IO EHRAE" (A10), “ElF MR, ARHERERN O, FRERFE THRAK
YLHIZRVE” (A), LA i 5% T “Labubu 42 11 45 B YI/RERIA ML 267 SRR 1 Rl = I 60%,
N 4. BT 1P LR, 7 R ESK ARG RmEAERRZE ) Labubu MIEUR M “FRELfFE " 5 “ e
R AR, EEmA Z R —FIE S B E R E 5 SMALI S 0ARIR[13].

3.2.3. #EE: BUMBARNRRLSE

Labubu 5B FIRZRALAE THRK SRR, IR0t 7 — ke iRy @ Thag, BOSHREA
PR B R 5 IR RIS o 6 A2 RN (Jonathan Turner) (B BAE S 2 BB HR I, 1BIEMEN “4
RN BONE A ORRAE R, RS, SRR S 5 ERMEAGUAENS L U R PRI 1 LS [14]
LB AT AN —RE, RTINS XS, (B R BEW A e ab Il 9 BUF U bt
ATAE R AR IE, R R, B TR B RN RS 77 (A, AR, XX
IR FAL R AR, TRATIF S IR XAWTRE e “ G 3y G N7 2 R s S5t lov—
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FRPUH RSO (E S . A7 [BIZIE.  “f—kAEEkG, S50 R/ R RE B, SRR T
—F, LN ERRES) . 7 XEAERIEL BIERL T, SVFE R BE), HEuR “JA R [F
—RNT BRI, AR RS 1574, MAEER IR TR s S
g

Table 4. Descriptive statistics for questionnaire item 19

= 4. AEREE 19 WA ST

JEIGL( &7 1) N BIEM) FREZ(SD)  AHE(L+2) —#&(3) A& (4 +5)
(1) THEERHEY) 182 421 0.76 5.5% 10.4% 84.1%
) HB&EH 182 3.92 0.89 12.6% 19.2% 68.1%
(3) TIEAMEF £ 182 4.08 0.81 8.2% 12.1% 79.7%
(4) MERZE 182 3.87 0.92 13.2% 22.0% 64.8%

4. HE 7 RIS 1P EBRILEE

PAE Labubu B &GRS, AL SCA 1P ) A H 2 R AMAE T2 B AR eI & Z AR K
iR, IBAE T HR R ROV E A B R SRR SO BTk, mRARKR AL TP
H5e Z HARMRILAR . VRS SN R EER R RR, D Z AR B8 fh RS R (e 2EH A,
A] LA IR T A B AT 5 MRS 5L 35 B ARSI =M LRI SCAL TP (46 i %42

4.1. FEFELBERFS

PG AE « 28 R (Stuart Hall) i) “ u S fiihs ” FEIG[16], 1P &R AT A0y —Fh gl 75 dn i IO 755 30
A, HE SRR A SRt gm A B R g, TR AR P S RIS 5 X G R AN B B
MAFEE . Z HARE 22 U BEERIA TR, R TP 55 1B 0Lt 7 b B — 58 2 JRURS ) ] F 3B R
BN THEEEZ XHESTFBERNRS 2% LRl EkmE M amEgK S, R EaIEwm
HE 2651 R I, A OHTET A Z AR AL —FPr (R0 RS W BRI RN, FERCN Z AR
FIEE . TR RSN 55 SRS RS 1Y) E AR

4.2. HENESS5NH

TR fE e Wi(Henry Jenkins)f5 i, BE/MRAEMEMEA T “SEAL” . ZAGEEIM . S A
PR AT ORI A7) BTN T, Z AR RN, ERBNKE
SCHEP B SRR, S TP R A i B N AR St PSR U T G AT NP R 48, BLARR
Y, AREAT LA Labubu ) “R5EM” RS HIRB IR SN N SRR RS Bm] DL
R I8, i AR HEI R VIP WAL, AR 3845 7 SR,
R “IRMAR" S 5K ik, BERARRR AR NE, TR0 A AR .
P AU SR, BN AR S E @S, KSR

4.3. IFEHEXK

ST FURLEF T, VSR AR A SO REA DR TP T 3 B AR, R E A TR 51
EAEARBAZ 03I 18]. MREE TR ESIEE . BRI N PTALRE N A8 AR R TE R &, T “J07
“HGRT AR JFEERZ O M (KOO)Z 5T WAL, B RER RSB S B 5 R R E L
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N, (EAEBERCATT IR E B FRALE SO E S R A R AR A, SRl TP R R R b S T
Sy ERFE 208 I S S B B D 1 R SR A
5. &5iF

Labubu A& —fF#l e, EilidEN Z HAQCH) R R SOy g A EIE, EFFEMERIES
ARV R ST A RO . SR, IXAAREEALRI B M A TR S 4 1, e REAE — B RS
EE L E RS B T, R B UUR TR S “IE R 2, & 7S5BS
BRoc RRER RS BRAh, XA UE SO OIS T BB RIE “AIE SRS RSB0l KR ),
R R 1 TR, AR 1 X 2 A PR T BEA I AEIF, (MM BB B “ e S
AIARBEPEDEA .

Labubu A& — M, EibEATE S BT 1P HIA% 0 538 JIRR A A S — MO e i 78 36
A, T — NIRRT 5 RGAE RN E SR G o RRBEFUATHE— B 5 NI LB A ot
MEAL, DU UENS BACEEHL R SO OB BT, WECRAT S 2 G Ik, TS B 7 4 T2
SCAGT B AL BEATL A 3R A3 S D 4 T PR SRAIE S 4%

SE 0k
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