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Abstract

Focusing on the structural contradictions within platform ecosystems amidst the deepening devel-
opment of the digital economy, this paper delves into the guiding role of profit distribution on the
innovation of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) within e-commerce platform ecosystems.
Drawing upon platform political economy and resource dependence theory, this study reveals how
digital platforms have alienated into private governance entities that monopolize the distribution
power of key resources. Furthermore, it explicates how these platforms construct a bilateral mo-
nopoly rent-extraction system utilizing tools such as monetization guidance, data deprivation, and
algorithmic discipline. The findings indicate that this asymmetric profit distribution paradigm gen-
erates a significant resource crowding-out effect, which leads to the depletion of research and
development (R&D) investments among e-commerce SMEs and forces them toward short-termism.
Simultaneously, the traffic-oriented evaluation system traps enterprises in a vicious cycle of
pseudo-innovation—merely catering to algorithms—and homogeneous competition, thereby se-
verely undermining the overall innovative vitality of the ecosystem. To address these issues, this
paper proposes policy recommendations for transitioning from static regulation to dynamic inno-
vation governance. It emphasizes the necessity of dismantling barriers that suppress innovation by
strengthening antitrust enforcement and improving data rights legislation. Ultimately, it aims to
guide platforms in establishing inclusive profit-sharing mechanisms, thereby facilitating the stand-
ardized, healthy, and high-quality development of the platform economy.
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Figure 1. A theoretical analysis model of value capture and innovation suppression in platform ecosystems
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Figure 2. An analytical framework of SME innovation alienation paths driven by value capture mechanisms
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