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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the dual-carbon goals and green transformation, the impact of the digital
economy on energy efficiency carries important research value. This paper takes 30 provincial-
level administrative regions in China from 2011 to 2023 as the research sample, and adopts the
DDF-SFA model to measure total factor energy efficiency. The adaptive elastic net model is used for
indicator screening and the entropy weight method for calculating the comprehensive digital econ-
omy index, with empirical tests conducted through benchmark regression, mediating effect model
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and heterogeneity analysis. The results show that the digital economy exerts a significant positive
net effect on total factor energy efficiency, a conclusion verified by endogeneity and robustness
tests; technological research and development capability and government innovation support are
the key mediating paths through which the digital economy boosts energy efficiency improvement.
The positive enabling effect of the digital economy exhibits significant regional heterogeneity, being
only prominent in small provinces, provinces with low economic development levels, and service-
oriented provinces.
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1. 5|8

FENOG A ERRAR ARG KL X087 B ARG 5T, $m AR OO H B SEBIL e i R JE
WL FT AL S AR R RN R ER AR [ 1] AN R BRECR IO REPRIH 2R IR, Fh P S0 i i BEJEOR) P 28R A AR 55
FIRL RSO E PR, AL Gt REAEIE KA OO UG PR K, g Sil « LR D i REIR B
EHE A ME” FRAMERAR, Eibd Rt , Hr @G EH— R ER A %088 /), i — ¥ g
By EEPLE. RE CPEBCT25HRE(2023)) Bon, By st ILRZIE AT S BRI B A,
JRHE B (e T 1 F B 5 B 2]

BUAHT e B b Uit B AR B (5 BRI S8, R0 T R A5 REIR R B
W, 3 N B TR D PRI SRR B R . RIS, ERF SRR S A E A . H—,
B 22 BRI P2 2 RO T U ] B PR AR, K A LR LE i R AR GBS, SOl FE AR A 1 3]
HZ, REIRACR N LI B 20 57 th S A SR L R R, 2R AR A bR, JETR i S SR & SR [ 4]
H=, ERBURIBE AU B T SRR, 2 T S A T R A% AR KRN 35 ] o

B IR, ASOL R EERZH, RGBT 25N 4 B AR IR AR B R K A AERLEL .
By BrlE b, R P EE 23R H0(2023)) RS 4ERZIRIRIR R, KA B IR 5 R 5 B 1 15
bis RTHEMNE S REIRABCRINE b, WEARIREIR . 250, W5, A E3S HESE, RATF
P PR A - BEALATI TR, RS HEZ ] 4= B REIR AR s IR i /e BN, AR e Uil A AE A
L], T TR AR O IR T AR (AT SR 22 B0 A
2. BRIt AMRER
2.1. BFERMEFRYRNEER N

By brimd fE B BRI BORZISU 1404 7 SR BHIR I B 2, 3 REIR R M52 2
PLREREME. —J7H, Brair et E B EAeR . USRI E, @ e R B T 1
AR, WTEZESRT IR RGEAACR 6], 75— T, Bl bl 05 4 S5y SR B A B REFE =,
FLACT A R AR BAR BT T RESRIBAE P MBI 2 5 SR (095K, AT SR RESRIH FE A I [7] -

B E RN, HOART AN, (ERORIED MBUR SCREEHLEDE R T, S abrns
BRI ) A IR BN IE F e o B, ASCHEH DL R
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R 1 (H1): BFEFRBKEXBIFEKERE EERRBER.
2.2. P AN R ENEHER T

R T TN B AR R R T, BUR B SCR O R SHLH] . By @bt il I REEUM
KRB SRR, RS HEHB IR DX 75 SR 5 BORFEMR, AT I BURHESZ 254 5 18 BT G
EIEPER]. BT Lia B T RN, Mt 5Th T BORSEHNE W S w HUbE, HE55 1 a1HT s
FER R EIREEVE[O]. X P32 R GEENG 58 VBN BB SR, EIASROBRIR . TREBORHE 246
SE B S EEORRR, A RUGMR T BRI RE P I AEYE, IR T S REREOR Y HCS R, AT
FER T 257 5 REIR AR AR T Z 18] R AR A HI[10]

I, Herzirdd (st it SRR, REVEHIEE T ERVIRRE ). BT AEbt A R
T XIKIE B B RS B A, HES) T EORBHEAES XIS S RIACE . BT IS N A B A ARFEE
TR, BHIFBEURNC B AR O, BRI RN S AR IR NS [11]0 DXSREE AR BRI A BE I
ST AT SN REPR A R BB A7 20 B b S5 48 1) SN = BRI 7 e et s LR PR
TR M RERVE FE[12]. HEuh, ACCIRH DL BB

R 2 (H2): BFEH R BRI RBURRIF SRR T RRIRRCE -

R 3 (H3): FFETFRBET R X AR R BE I RRT GBI E .

3. REWI
3.0, HEAEE

AWFTCLER 2011~2023 £EPE 30 MEGATEIX A AW LA, B RER T T2 D0 REIR R N R
Wi, o PR B e X R B WA VE R . D IR IR S SRR I NFEATE R, R G X R gE it 1
125 WA —BURIABE T . AR (KT BRSO K2 RIE T (R E ST 5) (P EBEIRSTTHEED |
Hh A% SR B0 e A L X G v e e 55 o A Xt R AR A A AR R SR Bt L DAE I o A s R i 0
RGN (VAT b 4 DAORAIE T AT 145 o

32. ZEME

3.2.1. BT E: BLIFZE (Energy Efficiency, EE)

BT BRI ZSCERNA A E E3S HELL(REIR. &UF. MEE. #h2), N T “HomAl” 4, K
WEZOETRHET T . BTG, SR SAER (U055 1) [13]. 275 Ren Wang [15CH#R,
K F 7 1R PR BE 5 R 2 - BENLAT 23 A58 (DDF-SFA) I S REIR R [14] HoAr A= B LA 2015 S 2R 1,
BEARAE B K R A AL AT I B

Table 1. Energy efficiency indicators
= 1. BERMEER

bRk gt — kR HebRA ) — kT ~ ek
%3l Mol A R85 - bR X A R
. o N . L
N ik BAA P bR FEINC L E S ION
i AR 0 b 30127 — B

3.22. BBETE: BFL5F(Digital Economy, DG)
2% (P EETATEE0(2023)) WIS — R ARkR, 45A Lei Wu SEAHICSCHRAf 2 —2dats, it 4 ~—
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Zudahs, 25 D ZHENR[15]. 2% Hui Zou [ICHK, I & N3 RO AR AR EE 2 B AL LR i) I 2
BEATHRRRIRLE[16]. SRESEIETT 13 D ZZRIR(INEE 2). FHSHIRBPLEAS BT AT G 1R

Table 2. Digital economy indicators

2. WFRFIER

2 &iE D 7 E i HOERN RE Ak — 6 /&0 HIEM R Nk
EREITE R 0.0042 = CEREN2 55 9.9E-05 2
B I P 0.01040 = AVARA X K -0.0063 2
RN HE I R 2 -0.0103 = USENEZON 0.0101 P
R 5l F A R 0.0064 = LN E PN -0.0118 2
BN T A P 0 % AR -0.0120 2
B e s b A 11 0 w TR ks 0 =
o 20 FLI O B2 N 97 0 % MR 55 1 0 %
KB AL PR 0 % Pl 55 0 &
BRI LR 0 &
H M AT 45 9 0 i
Bt AR 0.0046 P BUN FF B & $o 0.0115 2
I R&D A 74 25 0 4 . R R HHE 25 A i3 X -0.0221 2
R&D 4% 0 i E R 7 2 Mk -0.0102 2
8 ity o LR Y 3 i 0 B
323. PNETE

(1) iAW e J1(Technology Research and Development Capacity, TRDC). 2% Ke Li S0 78, &
SCUARIEE DL DAt e S5k B 1) R&D &2 AE R AR &, RS A M AERT 78 5 71 K
BB SBR[ 17].

(2) BUMNEIH 2 EF(Government Innovation Support, GIS). 2% Fang Liu 25 7C, A LU HE A
PR FER AT 5 GDP (IHAE/E AT IR R . 4 GDP PGB R M &5 T3, DA PE AR5
T RER R A (% 3 B84 18]

3.24. BHTE

P2 1) A0 B LA R RV SR I FL A PR 25 o MR B BT 9, AT 70 4% 1 A B A 4 - 4057 16K (Economiic
Growth, EG): JEHUAY) GDP [ LA BFIGKAR L 7=k 45 #4 (Industrial Structure, IND): JEHUES 7=l GDP
5 GDP HCAEAME AT EIEFR: WAL (Urbanization Level, UL): 8 P A 1 (5 0N IR U AR AR Ayt
febr; XTAMF I (Openness, OP): it A H 1 GDP LUAE (5 & GDP LB AE AT & 1845; 4N (Foreign Direct
Investment, FDI): 2% &8 %, A SEhRA AN B35 5 GDP WA T & e bs; A DRI
(Population, POP): JEHUAEAR A M1, 12 A N D BUBOS B E N I 2845 S48 45 BUR R % (Government
Intervention, GI): JEHL 7 b X W BGZ H A I RHEH AR SCH 5 GDP ELEAE A & 3665

3.3. =&

3.3.1. EEEFER
RIS LB BEIRRBCR 5, R R FE AR Y[ 19]:
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Y, :a+zk:0ﬂkxk,it+ﬂi+/lt+€n (D

ROT. ¥, TR | B MR X, "RBH | TR0 « WREEHRBKT, X,
(k=L DFFE 1 TEAEGY t ISLABR I RACT s B, MEVHRRG 1 A1 A4 5 BN 0 RAE 0 [ 5 2
Bis e, FRMHIET: o ABURARIET,

3.3.2. RAYRER
TERT IR A 2T 0 RE R RCR B 3EaE b, ASCfE%E Qizhen Wang [ A RN ARSI Jik, HE
B & ReIRRCR B2 AE FHHLHI[20]. ST R SCHEAS M, H KRB & B8 J1(TRDC)-5 BUR G158 SCRF
(GIHTEARANAT T, A
M, =a+y,X,; + ZZ:O BXy o+ +4+6, (2)
Y;t = az +ﬁ(;X0,it +ZZ:0 ﬁka,it + 50Mit +:ui +Z’t +62,it (3)
K@) OV M, ARNARE, KRB i EFD ¢ FIEARW K 68 77 8UBUN G183 FE
4. BRE S
4.1. RS

% 3 RORBEVRSCR(BE) AR BUE A XS B, ULBHREA ] RE YR XK B 2= R SR RN . e
B R JE/KFE(DE)BUETEE AT 0.007 2 0.764 2 18], KIFAAFEREARREFETTRIEKFEZRBR, 565
X E B AR S B 7 L5 KLY, T 58 H X AT Ak T BB Bt .

Table 3. Descriptive statistics of variables

3. BEMARMEGT
BERA L3 ZES A3 i InEE B/ME BAE

T AR REVR AU EE 360 0.897 0.079 0.741 0.999
iR A BFETE DE 360 0.151 0.144 0.007 0.764
ZHr K EG 360 10.977 0.443 9.889 12.207
kg IND 360 41.332 8.567 14.912 57.688
Wk UL 360 61.247 11.628 36.41 89.600
A & XTI oP 360 25.899 26.994 0.765 144.086
AR FDI 360 1.649 1.769 0.001 21.192
NEEY POP 360 8.211 0.740 6.351 9.450
UMK R GI 360 0.479 0.272 0.151 1.405

4.2. BEIRBIRL AN 25T AUFFE S SK

4.2.1. gERMENFHESE

Bl 1R T 2012~2023 4E5 8 PATEUX REVR RCRIRHE S 5L, I 2048 ™ B = KO0 e — 2
BRh TR, BEBERIFER AL, 20BN s, BARA DT 2 AR R E R,
Bilhn, BEIT. HARLE 2018 FJGHCEREITE. B, miva. Hil WAESR o0 ROR B . B AR .
TRARZE B TS 2012 5 E IS FEAOR, MERIR I B B R B B, ARE ZE 5 R s #2023
B, FEABESMEEY, BAZEEHES N, ZREAX RN, 2012 FESIXER R &5
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4.2.2. BFEFRFHERSE

B2 JE/R T 2012~2023 4 & B EUF AU IRFE SR ST,  HB A8 N B = O RHIE . — R Ak
EKTE, 2012 % 2023 EE B BT EFACEERIZE LT, BIEERENTR, W7 R, {LHEGEE R, B
BEGHSCIRFRLERTE, RKF XIS S48 0. BB smik, 2012 8B TOIFE—E
ZE5E, #2023 4, PRI HCEONBEN, WA T ETE RS N, SUem B E L, miui. St
B, SHAME MM ZER K. =R EEX S LR, 2012 FEEXTE &R SR RATE
X ZFEL s 2023 AEEE X HE— D /DU R TR, TR AR O3 KAk, 2808 i 34k T H K7,
BIL A0 AERE T SR .
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Figure 1. Stylized facts of energy efficiency
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Figure 2. Stylized facts of the digital economy
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4.3. FEEPRRNEERE

T4 MEEERDA SRR, EARBREGE T, By @it fElR AR M7 R 5 B E 2R,
KT e 5 MUy B AR BEARY K 5 BRI O E AR LA 5o R SIS [ 5 RN, e iR 2 750
NI R, BT At AR PRI S BRI, A BRI R B B2 T FE . T L NAEA
[l 3t X AT 5 BEA 0 A FRABE QAP 5 A v EAR DG, PRI L 51 N B [ 58 BOREAE R DN | AR N, i X
KINGE ZZ R AR, DI B AR, SRR o 00 [ E BOMAESE R I A R )
By brEid A RIRECE - TH A RO S AR R A R SGE RUN AT DUR B, H BEVRRCR 1R
R0, SR BUE s IR SR R R A R . 245 RRY, 2780 i X 5
JREA SR L TR R R G, B2 B0 BEIRRCR KR RN R BN IE [, BB 9 A A i 2 45 R B 2 1
REFEI SRAAL (152

Table 4. Benchmark regression and endogeneity test results

4. ZERVARAEMRIEEER

[#5] 52 THAE
(1) 2 3) “4) ®) (6)
EE EE EE EE EE EE
DE —0.2246%** 0.0759 —0.6975%** 0.1866%** 0.3228 -0.0819
(0.0762) (0.0509) (0.1430) (0.0660) (0.2251) (0.3173)
BG -0.0697 0.1531 0.1917 0.0769
(0.1900) (0.1172) (0.1512) (0.1068)
IND -0.0483 -0.0918 -0.0833 -0.1085*
(0.0936) (0.0668) (0.0626) (0.0652)
UL 0.2653 0.5375%#* 0.5856%** 0.4426%#*
(0.2130) (0.1406) (0.1552) (0.1600)
op -0.2582* 0.1561%* 0.2318 0.0070
(0.1364) (0.0854) (0.1578) (0.2007)
DI —1.2494%%x* —0.1215%* -0.0916 —0.1804*
(0.3507) (0.0594) (0.0822) (0.0953)
POP 0.5200%%* -0.5904 -0.8703 -0.0386
(0.0892) (0.5121) 0.7121) (0.8319)
- 0.5022%* 0.1553%%* —0.8703%* 0.1963%**
(0.1043) (0.0399) (0.7121) (0.0603)
Constant 0.6461%*%  (0.5890%* 0.3737%%%* 0.5976%** 0.6837** 0.4279
(0.0230) (0.0098) (0.0850) (0.2789) (0.0505) (0.3593)
PN " 0.4659%** -0.0410
B BARH (0.1322) (0.0566)
H—MrB FE 19.284 17.576
A 2 NO YES NO YES YES YES
ik 1) [ 7 NO YES NO YES YES YES
N 360 360 360 360 360 360
R2 0.0198 0.0075 0.2176 0.2014 0.1775 0.1719

e () FESNAFRER; (2)*. *F. P RIRIRE 10%. 5% 1% KPFTFREF. TFE.
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G T TE A A VE IR R, AR A T HRAS ST R R A TR E: © F7 LBl
4% & (Historical Post and Telecommunication Business Volume, POST). #£H{ 1988 454443 HHE H MV 55 =,
G REAIH B IR RGBT @ BB )38 % AR (Transportation Cost, TRANS). 1EH &4 2%
T BT DB EE B, 5 I bR AN AR A B, JRHCRMEIR. % 4 (5). (6)51143 5 LA POST Al TRANS
R T RAEFHITEIE. H—ME FEBKT 10, WH TAEBEAFLEIGHEN . X 7255 (DE)i#
7 Durbin-Wu-Hausman &%, 75 FI/ p {55514 0.5378 1 0.3865, ¥J KT 0.05, RPHBFLTFEREMN
EPEANEEE, WAE [ AR R AR B A R .

4.4. BEMRIE

N ERIEHE IR 45 R RSN, ASOSREABEAT 1 WS AN ERZ R B (ke 5) BEARTHEER: (1) 43
FEALEL . PR AL B (EE) 5 1 O iR AL B (DE) RN BEAT 3% X448 AR . (2) SRR . 585
HARLE, BRE BT AT S5l EE T R A — @ s, JE ) R B AR A B AT (R,
FTHREARMIFEE . (3) BIERRFIREN . JyHRER A 3L DA A AR PR R R B0 T40,  ASSTHIER 2020 £E4F
A O AT B AR RER. (4) ARG . R ACE(DE)H 5 W1, DL e AR AN =] 11
P, (5) B E . ] SBM BB UG RR AR B (EE), (R R BT AN, HERR . — il
TS R w2z . % 5 R ERREAR R DE RY07 RIS MBEUER R — 28 1E, BTk
T, DE MR ED 5% ER2, hIIESE 1 BAZ58 BAT m ARt -

Table 5. Results of robustness test by sample adjustment

5. HAREEAREMRIEER

‘g) @ (3) *) ®)
XL4EE 3% Sk ELEE T RS T AR i I T 3

EE EE EE EE EE
DE 0.1566%** 0.1591%* 0.1775%%* 0.1324%* 0.1233%*
(0.0521) (0.0461) (0.0674) (0.0539) (0.0482)

21| AR YES YES YES YES YES
AR [E YES YES YES YES YES
B[] [ 7 YES YES YES YES YES
N 360 312 330 330 360
R2 0.1902 0.1841 0.1934 0.1904 0.1123

4.5. REERE

ETHEABENENREL 28R Pl gy B X AL EAAE R 2R, By @b gl
R ] REBA R Bk . A SO LR DGR 73 A HGNE 6): N, S5 R IR kgt
FEREASR R AL, BRI AL e 7 AR I S PE AR . 25 2R BoR, By bt REIR AR
R 25 IR A AE T /NVE 0 IRETEACF A0 k558 0 R R M, AR BN A &2
ARERIIRRIZE T, NG AR TEIKT B IR 55 M i X 8 1 I A AR 35 s R Je - mT DL ELFRAE 2 St
200 it TAACKI R REFERT B SEIME R AT M8 S B AR K BORERT[21]. [FIR, XL8X
P TRCF A B R AR “ TR, bR 2 R ok, PRI U225 I RCR SE T U8 i o
F([22]0 MRAED mAt AT R DA X, BEURFR RIEHOK . Pl A HNITESS, $r 2Bt AR T
RONL 5 W REFES TR ST o
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Table 6. Results of heterogeneity test
Fo. RRMKRNER

)] (2) 3) S Q) 6)

INE Gy KE G KRG Sz iR 45 g TV

EE EE EE EE EE EE

DE 0.1792%* 0.0707 0.3143%*%* -0.0249 0.1966%** 0.0468
(0.0895) (0.0814) (0.0988) (0.1001) (0.0869) (0.0812)

Constant 0.5303%** 0.4092 0.8171%* 0.3149 0.5765%* 0.3642
0.2617) (0.4927) (0.3807) (0.2982) (0.2728) (0.3745)

g YES YES YES YES YES YES
A ] YES YES YES YES YES YES
P ) ] YES YES YES YES YES YES
N 360 360 360 360 360 360
R? 0.2043 0.1534 0.2902 0.1675 0.1937 0.3053

5. R 5EW

BB SRR ASERE s H7 22 BRI R A FETH REIRRCR SR it TOBTHLI&, ASZLL 2011~2023 4
[H 30 NN IR R, SRR 1 R8T A5t e B R RRIRRCR R LA L], EZARH U 458
@© BHFUHNEREREIRBCR R BTG BPrER B R R BRI 8072 D ) 43 Fr 4k
BRI A PBEEE A iRAL . R E X AR R . I AR AR IR AN, 08 )5 S R T SR A
THSEAERY . @ K AP BRI RCRAFAE B3 IR R, 12450 AENE R — RIIRETER IR, H
FAAENL I DO B, NE D ARG iR S5 6 B RE IR A miA, bR =K,
FEN SRS SEHUEE, AR 02 5 THORY S P R . @ PR, B e bt R EE
SRIRARAL X RERRCR IR R, — AT ATt Rt XU R LN, WEORZ AL REd R
X SRETAEFHES T BUT RIS, T REBORIE SR BUR R IR, TBORBURON RESE R K 1E )
Wil -

BT BB TAE R, Nt BRI AT REIRRCR AR THER, SRR I — R
ZUtmEBEAE, MK SG. TSR SN, 456 XA IESE RS HE SN, X/ha . IR&
DEACT HLIX S0 TR T A B e B, WA TEACE S i Dl X AF AL BRIV A, IURERERES 5K
RONE BTSRRI, — R MABUT SR S EOR BRI R, IR K5 e 5 SO B < S0, R
DT EAR G REIRBARI A, SEE R ARY, HEsh ™ AT R R BOR B & #e il = RHfEsh ¥y
PTG REERCRIRTHR R, 5l SRR A R, e R SRR S ek, H
I 5 AT 2R S e ORI, JTRMESCEN, 51 e RS 5T, BRI .

E&WE

YL REFR LI H Y24A054.
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