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Abstract

The entry into force of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) has endowed the
development of cross-border e-commerce in the Asia-Pacific region with institutional dividends. Its
innovative designs such as regional cumulative rules of origin and self-declaration system have be-
come the core support for reducing intra-regional trade costs and optimizing supply chain layout.
Taking the Institutional Legitimacy Theory as the core, this paper integrates the Transaction Cost
Theory and the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) to construct an integrated analytical frame-
work of “legitimacy as the core, cost as the constraint, and technology as the tool”. Combined with
the transaction characteristics of small-sum, high-frequency and fragmented cross-border e-com-
merce, it systematically analyzes the three dilemmas of vague regulatory legitimacy, insufficient
normative legitimacy and weak cognitive legitimacy faced by the RCEP rules of origin in cross-bor-
der e-commerce scenarios. The study finds that the essence of the rule application dilemma is the
legitimacy mismatch between institutional supply and cross-border e-commerce trade scenarios,
which is specifically reflected in four practical problems: low rule utilization rate, high compliance
costs, frequent identification disputes and inadequate digital adaptation. Moreover, the lack of tri-
ple legitimacy forms a negative transmission effect with transaction costs and technological adap-
tation. Based on theoretical logic and practical needs, this paper puts forward optimization paths
to restore legitimacy, reduce compliance costs and improve technological adaptability from four
dimensions: rule improvement, industry standardization, cognitive popularization and digital em-
powerment, so as to provide theoretical support and practical reference for cross-border e-com-
merce enterprises to adapt to the RCEP rules and improve the regional digital trade rule system.
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