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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the deep integration of algorithmic technologies into the digital economy,
the institutional role of e-commerce platforms is undergoing a structural transformation. This pa-
per focuses on the core issue of the reconstruction of governance boundaries in e-commerce platforms
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under algorithmic power, aiming to respond to the institutional tension between the expansion of
platform authority and the imbalance of responsibility boundaries. Through a systematic examina-
tion of algorithmic power theory and platform governance logic, this study argues that the embed-
ding of algorithms has transformed platforms from traditional information intermediaries into
structural nodes that shape rules and regulate order. The traditional governance framework, which
is based on the intermediary assumption and ex post liability, can no longer fully address the ex
ante influence of algorithms on information visibility and the allocation of transaction opportuni-
ties. On this basis, the paper proposes a threefold reconstruction path centered on decision bound-
aries, power boundaries, and supervisory boundaries, emphasizing the incorporation of responsi-
bility for rule participation, scrutiny of structural effects, and rule-based oversight into the platform
governance system. The theoretical contribution of this study lies in integrating algorithmic power
theory with platform governance research at a structural level, moving beyond fragmented discus-
sions of specific liability issues and providing a systematic analytical framework for the adjustment
of platform institutional positioning in the digital economy.
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