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Abstract

Based on panel data of Chinese listed manufacturing firms from 2010 to 2024, this study measures
corporate digital transformation using text analysis and capacity utilization by stochastic frontier
analysis. Using fixed effects regressions, we find that digital transformation significantly enhances
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capacity utilization. Mechanism tests show that digital transformation improves capacity utilization
by promoting innovation and reducing supply-demand deviations. A series of robustness and en-
dogeneity tests confirm the findings. Heterogeneity analysis reveals stronger effects for non-state-
owned enterprises. Our results deepen the understanding of the economic consequences of digital
transformation and offer practical implications for manufacturing enterprises.
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1. 51§

PR 22 G NI R JEAH A TV A RF S RE AT 5 T, 7 BRI BURT TR A AR BEHR N i3I A
Revcit s AL, (ENIBE P[RR 8 B A OGP 1T . 2024 S BRIl Al B 4 B Y S i
Fa) Wi dE Y, AR G AR R AR, TR R s AR —AUE BRI B
iy B L RS AN E S e BT BSOS TN EE R R, AR O AE TRt SR 2 e AL
FRTREZME . RGARTHEA R IF P 2 Tk ik, miks, PO A gR_ARR
AR BRI B R — TN AT, A g Ak B S R L AR AR . A R AN R AR R T ) &
GIVEAR A BEAE T EEC . NS KEHE . St ESEHARIERIGE N R RRE0E&E, A~
75 IE AL G R 2 56 WX S AR 5K 3 17, 380 e [a) SN0 SRR SO« SR AT S8R SR T 1A A F A
o

X AT 5, B R R A BRI D DR R IE B AR A P I8 AT BRI B, T ™ g
A AR A X — el R 2R AR . B X GETH R R R S Ry sieb ™ I 5 A P R U LU AEL,  OF
1R TR AR BE S SR T3 RO RS SRR, R TSRO S TR bR . BAAKE,
77 B FH AN W ALk B AT B4 A 7 BE IR SEB A FRERE AR AR AR S AR T Al 0 7 3 75 R A2
I RIRE F7 A MR BE JT LA R BRI BC B RCR o B R R R AIK,  AEAE BB b e —E R
e N E . HEFRAE IS AN A B A R R RS, W F G A A A R T
FLPUHC ., AR BB R B TR T S m A% . IR, 78 ek b T W e R 2 A e o R
JEEDRMBLSEE 5N, HESrFER S 7 ae R R Z AR R JEIF A, BAT SR A BLSC Bt 1k

LiEPTR, AR E AR E A B T G Ml Al e A R T B AE S, T rh [ ik b
AT Ba TR R G SAERL, FFRANIR TS 7 BORIE R TR HL A 20 RE R 2805 & HAE A A 7= AU
s ATV A AR X BT e A SR R ZE S, IO 28R R R RSk R R R
RUSOESH HHIR SR .

2. 3CEKE

FERUT- AT PO e S E TR T 5T, Al ™ BERI T3 il REZ I A% G i) 7= e il F A 21
OB AU AR A DG . BT RO i Al 2B P R 5, th B BRI By S 5 41401
Tig%. ik, ABEMNECTARERMLE R R 7 RER A OHT 7T 1 I R S
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2.1. P HEBNZFER

BE A T A, B A R BOR RN 5 R P 3 2 s A A PR A BT KT
TR A s ERCR S BR, AIMIE R BRG] R R, B ERELmN
RN AR A R B B B . WRATC B AL A A, AT LRI IR Mt B R, PR AR R Lt
S RAT 2] By BB ISR BB LS AR, A R AT T B A . A5l
BRI, BEEP AR G B R A A R GE T, REL T BOR  S A  R RS & BRI AR
H([3]o SRR, Koy Ak 2 ol i e S BRI BRI S AR AT, Dl A AR R TR
HIEMEESCRR(4]. NERRIRICE MR, BTk REEZMAVET 2R, RERemENE,
NI SRR AR A P3G (5] BhAh, BN RS sR ek b N R BE T, BRAR AR B 5 7 SR AHE
P, BEFRTHA IE4T R [6].

BAORE, BRI 2 T JE R BRI A P ROR T BEAL B AU DR A R Al =4
Tl JXEERE NI 2D 3 AT R R FH AR B S (i PR S A

2.2. FREFIARMEXRHAR

77 BEM FH A2 i B bl BRI B AR M B R by, OB LG 2 2R R i . ER AR S
| EE PRI 48 2 FE DR 2R RO o

MRIRBCE AL A, BRERIC A2 S BU ™ R R AR I B 2R R . B 280 R R il o 22
REI R SRR, HBIT MR BT EC 8, TR Tk REFI I3 [7]. X LEWF TR 17
REFI W G A M PRI R . RIS, By 2 Beox 4™ Be M) F 22 2 mi m] gE B A [ B e A VAR ALE -
FEARI G BEIA SRR I BN SO A BE T BRI RCRIRTHERT, T RENN IR 45 4 A XUz (8] I i B
7 BEA FH AR Al AN DR ROR [, B8 S S5 ARG . AEROUZ T, Tl B BEAL I S RENS 2 25 S Tt
il A= BEFIF 3R [9]. BT AN BAR ™ GE R 3R Z A I B R R P2 1T 2 RAIE -

VAT, 7 RER TR RS2 B Al A S RCR I M, ths2 B BT BB S I B, D
R AW ANBCT AR R ST HE S BAT B 0 24

3. BRSHSMRRK
3.0. HFUHRBE=GEFAR

H5E, WA BRBCEM LS, Al A R 5 S SR T E k™ RER R [10]. ey BoRiE i
WA SRR, SRR A BN HRCER, AL ARG P A . HLK, B
RECENUE, AIEERTT R R T ™ REFI IR (1], BafEous A 2R, i oeE 5 B 3R
REAIANTIIZ VLRGSR BRI EAR L, D eI 5. R, NBHRECE L AR, B
TG R R RENS GR A B A PR IC DR, I TR e Al ™ RERI AT (7] B HOR FRARAE BAXTAR
FERE, IREEZRMANAE, AITRMRRR G E . &n, WAL SREIHMESR, it
R F 7 BEA F 2R I M 32 B R i BE 0 5 Al B AU SRR R [12]. RERMBCT O AR B sh ik
NRCERRETE, R BORT A A LRI RE ) 5 RIS AT RE T 2R EPTIR, ASCHR M PR Bt

H1: Hr A R RE RS 4R TH il b Al ™ BEF I 5

3.2. BIF LA BIRNE = RE T A RAOHLHI 4

FERUTAL S R B AR R 5N, BORQUE R R Al ™ B I R () 3 24 SLHl . AW
RH, PRI A BREGE P REA KT, TR IE O b BOR B A Th 1R T, 3R e A
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RGP REAMAPRGL13]. RN, SARBFHERAAThEE, RIGIHTRE Jos, K R 5 FA 8
ARIVE ST, TSR GEM FH FRIETH R [14]. WP LR TG, A EHTRE I B T2 gk th ™ s id
R, LTS BOR BOESR T DL AN BRI RCR[15]. AR 5T, By BoR Gt —
B BN BTG M AR BER R KB 7, BT ROR E R R aee ) A AR i 5
REALBGE, B MAIBR S ERACERE[16]. BT, Brr b BRI AR B T R,
AR “EPFHEAIRTE - BORGMTI - AP ReR IR AR, SSEUF R BEIIRCR g 5 45kt
UL P AR By A S ma = Re A S R IO R e SRR T o st R 2:

H2: By (R R (e 3t BT R Tl Al A T R

Her el A g B ERC B 45 5 9RA 5 ARG, PR A ™ 3 5 T 75 R Z 18] i) i B A2
&, IS0 7 BE R B IF 5 T RER %

BARM S, kB e A o B2 U At BB B, 4 Rl e R BN AN ik AL B Jufl
MISHIEAL[17] B BRI 53 A R RE T (TR B RE ST, A Al BES 5 - S Hedfi it
ITBERI R IR . AR B S A AR AL . IXAIE B AU Bl T BRI A R AR 52 1A 4 7 BT XU
MR R AT B S B AR A ANE 2 PR T B A s . s 2, Moy s s g BE A 4145
1, R m L IR RN R, AR S Sl T SR R S R B VL RC AL . SRR, A 5 SR
o RN, SN SRS AR Al REA R BAT R E . BEFURN], AMA SR 1
5 RAR AL R A R, 5 B AR R, B RE S KN R, TR BE A R
BeBh[18]. AfE DAL Ja B R H, WAL o) U A P s AN g, IR W T K57 RE N B
I PRI, BENEEE S ARELH R ER R S A P B EEEIE . Al b, B Aim
W RHHE . ERP RG-S PN EEYFE G IR, $REE BB SIS, iR RAE S
BENEE P A I A], PR B SR AR AT, AT IR Aoll SE B Y 5 e D7t 22 1A O i 8 o 4
FR R 3:

H3: B R i BRI 75 O 25 B 32 P2 gE R R .
4. R
4.1. BIEXIE

ARICEHL 2010~2024 3R A BEHIIEM FTT A "N FUREAS, BBk T REA BB ST AbFE . *ST 4k
B BT A A SRR, BRI S B R AR . ik e S AE RS, X RTE IE SRR 1% 99%
A BT R AL R . A3 3 28,580 NWLINAE, T R B A ORIE T BT A R AR IR R R T [ 28 2 4
P
42. TEEX
42.1. HERTE

FERERIH ZE(CU). 7= e FH 22 i B A A BEIR(AN BT A B0& 55 30 ) 2800 R B ) o
LUt tebR, AT E A PR S 2 M R RIE AR R . fEARBE U, CU SR BRI A&
7= BR 8 (Stochastic Frontier Analysis, SFA) 7l @i X AR TR SR ZE, #4002 br= H
g AUnrae s AT LA, AT S8 AR S L RCRR D o BEATL T A 77 Bk OB AR R T AR 77 R BB E
W S = H AR 98 AE S L7 2 BEHLAR S AR TE AR L R ma i) 45 2R, IF it — P M BOR LR i
P RE R 2R TR OGRS A, X BT 4y S B B R LS R 22 e, A CU A (E B 0 n] SE A A
PR B 3
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42.2. RBTE

AT FLRE (Digi)o I TE G800 55 50808 i = X B Al R FAT A 0 B3R 3 A%, AR SCSRFISC
ARG MR 1T A A A REIR A T A S N AT R AR DI R . BRI e M R B AR I A i
W ST EOARRN A Bormb iR, Baehis. PUUE B RG], RIFIEM bR
JEUTR 5 AT R 4 B B B 0 2 A B v HP R O S SCER R 1 H BRI R B AT Gt S Ak 3,
B AT B R WA B A R FE B (TR AR o 12 b 0 1 28 I ol s R R P e

4.23. ITHITE

AR A T R (Size) . A FAFE RS (Firm age)s %872 it % (Lev) A5 72 I % (ROA) FE5€ Q {H(To-
binQ). KM (Growth). [# & ¥ 77 LU # (Fixed) J57 2 3 LUl (Indep). RS —(Dual) 5B 4T T
il o
4.3. EREgE

NBAERBE 1, ASSTREE TRR(T)

CU,, =a, +a;Digi;, + Y Controls+ ) Year+ ) Ind +¢,, (1)
Horb, Digi NEUTHETREE, Controls il AS AR & o K [ € BN AE R BEAT [BH 70 1, R4 47

AT
5. SLEERS S
5.1. kg

Wi 1 R, O iR B e R R (COYBIME N 0.662, T 230kl r= e ke 4k
¥, TR ERENNE SMIAuE, 2N 0.094, KM AN Ve P2 GERI R E A E S 25,
RRERER 0,922, H/MEAL 0.003, ST A= Re Al FHFEIR S K, AR Hi Al ) A7 76 77 25 PR
B R A BB R (Digh) T XME N 1.467, bl 22 1.417, Hf/ME N 04 5K 1E N 6.267,
YA R AV AE B A ST K P B 22 SR, 3 Al v R AE AR P AR I B A e RN 2%, T oy — 2
B FUERBERNFEE . BAKRE, SEENMBES MRS BEA TR KA —2 WA STREA R
BT AR R L

Table 1. Descriptive statistics

1. fER Mgt

e A B E X FARE PWME WiE BAME RKE
CU SFA Ji Al 3545 28,580  0.662  0.094  0.003 0922
Digi Ln (54 B SGBRERLERIA + 1) 28,580  1.467 1417 0 6.267
Size AV AR AR S B AR E 28,580 22161  1.249  19.563  26.452

Firmage AV R AT 2 A IR AR E AR X # 28,580  2.933  0.343 1.099  3.638
Lev ANV AR B A R AE AR S B 28,580 0418 0205  0.027 0927
ROA R 5 5B RN AR 28,580  0.041  0.066 —0.375  0.255

TobinQ M IME S T =K A E 2 L 28,580  2.023 1329  0.789  16.647
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ik
Growth  EIRANBKR, AEES LEFEWRAZ K1 28,580  0.155 0377  —0.654  3.808
Fixed Aol ] 8 B S R B I B 28,580 0213 0.155  0.002  0.741
Indep AFEFSPMIEFRE S SEFASMILE 28,580 37.615 531 27.27 60
Dual HEHRKER[EMENRSG—, A6 N1, ®lN0 28580  0.29 0.454 0 1

5.2. EEEISHT

2 AR VB RRR R S Ak R R IR R HE LA SR . BT, RS, AE4% ]
T RAEARER G, Digi FRECH 0.002, 7E 1%EEHKFFEE. E5Q)H, ERInEAZEr
[ I [ 8 S 3 RN, Digi R ETHA 0,005, JFAE ¢ (8 LRI H R A B2k, UEIAE S A i 4ol
S G B AR R IE S SIS M. AES3) s — B IIN T A AAT M ] 52 28 LA AR I (] 5
ATV AT RE TSR 1 9 A AR R, Digi 19 REUKIRTE 1% R E K T NIE, RITEX—KRIEAFFE AT 4E
FEEH 2 R KIARAE . EPTA =AM, RLOMRARE Digi 1RIHREBIYNIE BAES LR R,
IR R RE L R 3R e 55 7 BEA P R ST MRS N IR TR R &R o Rk H A3 B98I

Table 2. Digital transformation and capacity utilization

2. BFHEBSFREAAER

(M @ ©)
CU CU CU
Digi 0.002"** 0.005*** 0.004"**
(5.549) (11.028) (7.760)
Controls Yes Yes Yes
Year No No Yes
Ind No Yes Yes
N 28,580 28,580 28,580
Adj. R? 0.111 0.322 0.330

" <0.01, *p < 0.05, p < 0.10.

5.3. BIFHERREE R~ REF R RI/ERNSH

NIRRT AR T R R IR B AR AL SHLH], ASCS T RE[ 19152 Hh i) R EAT HLIIAR 55,
73 BT 55 18 75 i 25 P2 3 28 P T 70 A

3 WP EDE S R SR, AN, B AR R ek B Hr (Patent) 1 [ R N 0.141, H
A RFIEFEW, WS RER R G, LARIRE SIS RR, BORESHT R . AR R
Tk A P R R M B A ZUE OO T B R — 8RR AE R O A B AR BT B
H, BRI A AR AL T HORIEREANHCRATIR - ££51(2)H, LA (i 25 )5 (Cost_Coor) N HURREAL
Her AL R HON-0.002, FREIECACTEREIR mRe s & 25 PR Al (75 B AR AL, B o A4 0 5 7% SRl
P8R . Bt O 120 B A B AR T R AR A AR 2B ) 5 T 3 7 SR 1 A UG BC SE IR, ok 1 i 17
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SRIVEIM A E BRAE = L AU Ja s R B BRI B LR

X AL AR DA, B AR R T BN AR B A BB S S . R TEOR P AL
X BIFHURAAEAE ], SOBE SR E P 5 T 2 A PG UL FA A 75 i 8 3 — P 7 R ML A e
BEBHIR A ERACE . P LR T B A T s Al BE R I R A FE AR B84, B A0 4
M= RERCR SR TH LB SR 1 SAIE S 7 .

Table 3. Mechanism tests
= 3. {EANHIRIE

(M @
Patent Cost_Coor
Digi 0.1417" -0.002"**
(20.392) (-1.748)
Controls Yes Yes
Year Yes Yes
Ind Yes Yes
N 28,569 28,569
Adj. R? 0.518 0.087

5 <0.01, *p < 0.05, *p < 0.10.

5.4. BEHRIE

54.1. TATEZRE

NGRRE A B 5 A b = RE AR FH 28 2 W) ] BEAF7E 1 5 1) DA SR A A% 52 v i 1) i, AR SCRFH T H
BRFHHTRR . B E, MG E S S RATE ER  ERMEE N TR . SRR R
WA B AR AR, X BN B A R B BB S, (HA 2 BE R T /M I 7 B R
R, A S M EEEIR .

RAEE 4 501, F—EREIAGRER, TATES M A OGRS R EAX, BHE R
Wald F statistic i it &80 51.73, AMEAES LR ERB . [FK, LM statistic Ziih &4 51.81 (p < 0.01),
408 R PR 00 AR G, U WA R R A 2K o B I B T A SRR I, B A B P RE R R RN 0.026,
TR RNIE. ZE R, EEEEENENE, B AR B 3= T =R R FH % .

5.4.2. eVl EEH N

) A 2 T R 1) AN 2R (AN R R 3R (A K B B R 0 Al SOl . SRR 280 i v 45 2R
FISEIR, AT — A 5N AL E BN BEAT Al o SR A MU AR 5 RO8E, R DA A0 ok Bl Ak [
ARHERT S B B R AL R 1% -

R ABNQEVALR TR, RN NG, By R R RO 0.003, 1E 1%/ FREN
1E, BB AE IR AR B AL M R B T AR EN . 2G5 R — D 1R AR R R A BE A R
IUBSES = a)i

543. BE—HZERYE
25 RE B Aoolk 24 917 RE R T 2R AT Re 2 ML B A IR RSk, BT P BUR A AR T, A SR A i
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Ja— W T A AR B AT BH M o R AR R RS AE — AR LG R R B B R A, AR I T
I RS B Zh A RN o

R A PB)EERER, HijE TR R AR R HON 0.004, TIRFENIE, RYPECTALFE A 4k
PEREM R B SRS R . A R UL, RIVMES5 R A4 B RTE R S I RER G R, Ber e
X7 BEAM FH 2 Y IE [ M AR SR AR

Table 4. Endogeneity tests
4. REMRE

M @ )
CU CU CU
Digi 0.026" 0.003"**
(2.354) (6.499)
L1.Digi 0.004"**
(7.972)
Wald F statistic 51.73"*
LM statistic 51.81°""
Controls Yes Yes Yes
Id No Yes No
Year Yes Yes Yes
Ind Yes Yes Yes
N 28,496 28,283 243,46
Adj. R? 0.362 0.744 0.335

5.5. Rl

55.1. FERZLERTERR

FE2 5 5N, ASCH S — ey A e RUAE b5 Digi_ratio, B Ak 4F BEEC A SGIA 8BRS0 5
W ER R L, B A A RS Digi 34T (813 70 7 o [81 V9 45 R A2 B, Digi_ratio i R %N 1.577,
T 1% R FKP TR IE. A ASCGINIE T 55 AR M B A TE T 587 (R AR . 2% MV 2L &
4i55) di L DTIA, #AU DR A Digi, PAITHEREERFTRIRARI TI. BIHSRIEE 551(2), DTIA £
1%2 K T RFENIE. B2 A R R80T BT VA S R B A KT, O RE T 2 (1 1E 1A 52
Wi 75 SR 2%

5.5.2. &5 BB R KL

TE4% 5 B(3)HR, 7R SR HERE AR B AR 547 M [ i OSB3 20 5N T 4RI < AT Ml 38 B e
RORi(Year x Ind) CAFE Hil 47 MV AE AN [FIAE 43 R REAEAE 1 S S5 Pk et o T 58 FU0 b 6 ] s 2007 42 i T AR A T
MEAEA [ B [a) ) L Al 34 A8 Ak . S5 R EOR, FEREH] TAT - BN 2 5, B AR & Digi 7598
BN, VT BE R SR 16 1E [ S AN T AT L (R A AT e Wb, X R4 R
{16 e e A 7 B U 1 TR ARG 45 40 22 ] AT
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5.5.3. FHARE

IR AL S AR VAR IS, AR SO [A) 5 3 A4 A RS, R0 B A K
il 7= REF FH 2 52 (R (g

TG, AN TA) 4 52 28 2| FE IR B AR A0 AT REAT R IR . 2015 472 rh B 507 A AR 5 B0 - Bt 150t
W EEAT S CHEEN” AT E KN E K BURMAR R, FERE R RS W43 P 2 5 2 B, DA
Bl A RV AR v D 2 NS R AR IE A AR, g Al B A 8 P B 1 s B S AT At 8 it
MR FETIX—BURHE R, AHIBR T 2015 2 AT FAEAS, KEREARR E 7E 2015~2024 4F 1 [A] 508
F1H . SIBRIEHFREARRNAZE RN 5 5@ ion, Brr AR Digi £2%09 0.004, REFNIE, K
TERCAAH BER SR RGAZ Ja, Aot = BRI 2 I B i/ E AR 1B s g, X —DIAE T 4 BRI
B iE

FR, bR F K4 BEJT R AR A 56 . VI AR B b iy BTl YLORE . WRLA A
JTIRBIE M BRI g B . BTG B RN 7 b B A S O T AR S A [, T R A 11 45 1
FEAE SR R, 22 5 31(S)FE 5 i S 07 L Atk B it A B 7 6 57 R ORI B0 HEAT T B0 AT .
GEREIR, TERRIEHIXFEAR T, b 3 B0 = e 2 R A AU PR B3 A TR, RIFIX — A
IAFAE T B i e B A IX, H0&E F T 02 A R b 25 PR AR R B X, 3858 T SHIF S5 8 1 A
P,

Zx b, FETASIRIS[R] B BRI AN [R] MR R 7K1 B 1R A R i 1 A B 45 A3 SR B A A e Y W35
g AL = RERI FH 2 4518, 3R B0 32 BESUE 25 SN T-R5 e ) 18] 0 1 BRIXCIORE AR 1R kv, R
R PR R e ek T

Table 5. Robustness tests
= 5. FREMRI

(1) @ 3) @) (5)
CU CU CU CU CU
Digi_ratio 1.577°
(3.604)
DTIA 0.019"**
(7.324)
Digi 0.003*** 0.004*** 0.006"*
(7.364) (8.008) (8.102)
Controls Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ind Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year x Ind No No Yes No No
N 28,563 23,609 28,496 21,835 15,156
Adj. R? 0.329 0.333 0.340 0.337 0.344
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5.6. BRI

0 SR A B RS AL R R SRR (R 22 S 0, AR SO AR AT g Al
FIBE DL St [X B 28355 R /K DUAN G 4T 3 2L [T

MRS, 7 6 Al By b Rt B A b A EEE A ol i 7= B R 2R 45 B A B2 e ik
A, AEXAEE A AL R s R, BRI S, Digi 78 A b RE A i a5 250k 0.003, FEAE 5%
KT EEE, EAEEA SR TR EIERECH 0010, FEE 1%KF R, ST EA L, 3
EAG RS E Yok PR B R T 300 S T 5 L RS, DR 2 B i B A R R T P R R
K,

WA B YR, A0 (B3 R IHAZ OS50 252021)) 1k brvE, fEH-F@ME. HEL
W FERME . WHSREAM AR EAN S HE AT . B2 6 ATAN, B B mbi
ARAT AN RERI A R AN 2, T Gl ol B B Emsem . X R, s ART
A A B E AR TR 5 B AR R, B AR AR R IR B SO AR AT PR 7 A G i 3 M £ )
T RENS I I b s A A PR . SRR BT URC E AR, NI AR R

MANEFRE T, A SCHE IR E K e vt/ R A, KB 4 4276 Bh Al gl 43 KB A .
B 6 AT, B bt Bt v /Al = RE R FH 28 AR HEAE AN 38, (G Rl BLA I 35 TE ) 5
XYL KR AV A S LR S FRRME R, fehs A 2ot e e A BN P BE R
RRIRTEs R N2 IR TR AL /) HoRGE & RIS R AE 1, B A 20 i R SRAE A TP R S
GAR TR

M X B 7 22355 R KPR, RSB KRS E SRR, B — T8 R A TR B A%,
W REAR D N BT E U X AR a b X . 3 6 nT A, B R s T A s X AR A &
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