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Abstract

Against the backdrop of global population aging and rapid development of the digital economy, the
silver economy is gradually becoming an important force driving economic restructuring. However,
the current elderly care industry still faces a contradiction between lagging supply structure and
the consumption upgrade demands of the elderly. This paper explores the role and mechanism of
platform innovation in unleashing the consumption potential of the silver economy from the per-
spective of digital platform economy. The paper integrates the life cycle hypothesis and Maslow’s
hierarchy of needs to construct an analytical framework of “resources-will-mechanisms”. The study
found that the elderly generally have a wealth structure of “more assets and less cash” and are cau-
tious in consumption. Digital platforms, through service platformization, data-driven approaches,
and trust mechanism reconstruction, can reduce transaction costs and stimulate consumption po-
tential. Platforms effectively improve the participation of the elderly in digital consumption through
health management services, age-friendly technology design, and a trust mechanism of “technology
risk control + human customer service”. Fintech platforms help alleviate the liquidity constraints of
the elderly through innovative mechanisms such as reverse mortgage pensions and digital asset
management. However, platform development also brings problems such as deepening digital di-
vide, algorithmic bias, and data privacy risks. Based on this, this paper proposes policy recommen-
dations such as building a government-led standard system for age-friendly development, improv-
ing the ethical governance of platform algorithms, and strengthening digital support from families
and communities, in order to promote the inclusive development of the silver economy and the dig-
ital well-being of the elderly.
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