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Abstract

Live streaming competitive co-hosting is Douyin’s core interactive and monetization model, highlight-
ing its commercial value. Based on the theory of interactive ritual chains, this paper explores the im-
pact of constructing interactive rituals in entertainment live streaming competitive co-hosting on user
consumption behavior. Through participatory observation and semi-structured interviews, itis found
that live streaming competitive co-hosting constructs a highly cohesive interactive ritual through vir-
tual presence, exclusive barriers, shared focal points, and emotional bonding. The emotional energy,
group symbols, group solidarity, and moral honor generated by this ritual are key mechanisms driv-
ing users’ emotional payments and symbolic consumption to become the core revenue for platforms
and streamers. However, issues such as content homogenization, emotional deviance of streamers,
and user identity fragility weaken the sustainability of emotional energy and users’ willingness to pay,
challenging long-term commercial transformation. The study proposes solutions from different levels,
including streamers, platforms, and users, to achieve sustainable development of the commercial value
of live streaming competitive co-hosting.
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