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Abstract

Digital transformation is a crucial driver for corporate development, bringing new challenges to
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traditional auditing as it reshapes corporate management models, financial management practices,
and informatization processes. Audit delay, as a significant indicator of audit efficiency and effec-
tiveness, has become more complex in its causes and underlying mechanisms under the context of
digital transformation. While numerous studies have explored the impact of digital transformation
on audit fees, audit risks, or audit opinions, research on the relationship between digital transfor-
mation and audit delay remains insufficient. Therefore, this paper adopts a novel perspective, pro-
posing a tripartite framework of “firm - auditor - environment” to examine audit delay in the context
of digital transformation. The findings indicate that, from the firm’s perspective, digital transfor-
mation increases the complexity of business operations, necessitates the redesign of internal con-
trols, introduces data management issues, and alters accounting processes, all of which amplify au-
dit workload and difficulty. From the auditor’s perspective, insufficient digital skills, outdated audit
software, and heightened awareness of risks exacerbate audit delays. In the technological and insti-
tutional environment, discrepancies in technology alignment, the absence of appropriate regula-
tions, and compliance with data security requirements act as external reinforcing factors. This
study sheds light on the linkage between digital transformation and audit efficiency while offering
recommendations for optimizing resource allocation in auditing and establishing robust digital au-
diting standards.
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