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Abstract

Digital trade has become a key force reshaping the global trade landscape. This paper selects 288
CSSCI articles indexed by CNKI from 2016 to 2025 and conducts visual analysis using CiteSpace soft-
ware. The findings reveal that: the publication volume of digital trade research in China exhibits a
three-stage pattern of “initial emergence-rapid growth-adjustment and decline”, which aligns closely
with national policy orientations; research institutions demonstrate a spatial pattern of “dual-
core leadership with overall fragmentation”, indicating insufficient industry-university-research
collaboration; and research hotspots concentrate on 11 cluster areas, including digital economy,
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cross-border data flows, digital governance, and techno-politics. The evolutionary trajectory shows
that research priorities have shifted from early-stage model comparisons to data elements and Chi-
nese practices, ultimately upgrading to high-standard global governance. Future efforts should fo-
cus on building an autonomous theoretical framework, deepening interdisciplinary research, strength-
ening industry-university-research collaboration, and aligning with high-standard international rules
to facilitate high-quality development of China’s digital trade.
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Figure 1. Annual publications on digital trade research from 2016 to 2025
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Figure 2. Agency co-occurrence visualization mapping
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Figure 3. Keyword co-occurrence map of digital trade research
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Figure 4. Keyword clustering map of digital trade research
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