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Abstract

This paper explores the systemic challenges posed by algorithmic recommendation technologies on
e-commerce platforms to the principle of autonomy of will in civil law. By constructing information
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cocoons and implementing personalized inducements, algorithms undermine the basis of users’
autonomous decision-making from three aspects: freedom of contract formation, authenticity of ex-
pression of will, and allocation of rights and obligations, thereby affecting the fairness of contracts.
In response to this challenge, the current civil law rules on defects in the expression of will, standard
terms, and consumer protection systems all show certain lags. To meet the demands of rights pro-
tection in the digital age, this paper advocates for the establishment of a rule system that runs through
the entire process of contract formation, from strengthening algorithmic transparency in advance,
to implementing procedural control during the process, and extending to adjusting the burden of
proof in judicial review after the fact, with the aim of respecting technological efficiency while safe-
guarding the true intentions and autonomous decision-making space of the parties to the contract.
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